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EAR the end of March Revere 
informed the Council that sev- 
eral deserters from his rei;!- 
ment, giving the names of mo.st 
of them, were on board of the 
Providence '' and " Boston," then in 



Boston Harbor, closing his letter as follows ; 
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"I lay these matters before Your Honors, 
hoping something may be done, to put an 
effectual stop to such proceedings. For it 
is in vain for us to Recruit men, if the 
Marine Officers may take them from us." ^ 

The Council immediately ordered the 
** Commanders of the Continental Frigates 
Providence and Boston," to deliver the said 
men to " Lieut. Col. Paul Revere, Com- 
manding officer of s** Regiment ; " ^ and the 
Council at the same time ordered Revere 
" not to permit either of the aforesaid Ships 
to pass the Castle until the men were 
delivered." ^ Very soon after this the fol- 
lowing orders were passed : 

" Sir, — You will collect the men belong- 
ing to the State Regiment of Artillery, — 

'^Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 175, p. 211. 

* Col. Craft's regiment was disbanded, and fifteen bat- 
talions had been recruited for the Continental Army. Three 
companies of artillery were organized from the old regiment 
and placed under command of Revere, although he still held 
the commission only as Lieut. Colonel ; and the Military Rolls 
in the State Archives give the returns of the different compa- 
nies at this time as of *' Colonel Revere's Regiment." 

•* Massachusetts Archizfes^ vol. 175, p. 210. 
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and proceed with them immediately to the 
Castle, — to effect the General's previous 
orders — Viz — mounting the Somerset's guns, 
and putting the Island into the best possible 
defence. 

" John Armstrong, jr. 
"AD Camp & Ad^ Gen^ E D'. 
"Head Qua's 2^ March, 1779. 
"Col. Reviere." 

"Council Chamber, April 3, 1779. 
**To Lieu^ Col^ Revere. 

" You are hereby directed to Cause 
the Garrison at Castle Island to be put 
in the best posture of Defence without 
Delay & if you find a Deficiency of any 
article necessary for the Defence of the same 
you will make report to this Board soon as 
may be. 

** In the name & by order of Council. 
" Attest 

"Jn°. Avery D. SecV^ 

» Massachusetts ArcMives, vol. 175, p. 230. The original 
order sent to Revere, found in the family papers, is signed 
**Jer. Powell, Presidt." 
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Revere 's next communication, dated April 
7, makes a requisition on the Council for a 
large amount of ammunition and provisions 
for the Castle ; and also says : " I have got 
a part of the Somerset's Guns on the plat- 
form, and shall get the remainder as soon 
as possible." ^ The next day the Council 
ordered all the stores asked for, among 
them *' one large speaking Trumpet for 
hailing," to be delivered at the Castle. 




WRECK OF THE SOMERSET. 



' This refers to the British man-of-war " Somerset," the 
guns of which he had to avoid in his passage of the Charles 
River on the night of the iStli of April, while on his way to 
Lexington. The "Somerset" took part in the Battle of Bun- 
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Two days later Revere wrote as follows: 

"Castle Island, April 9, 1779. 

" Sir, — I have received out of the Prov- 
idence Frigate fifteen men; they sent ten of 
them on shore, but I was obliged to fire at, 
and bring her too, before I could get the 
other five. 

** I have intelligence that there is on board 
the Providence Sloop, Cap*. Hacker, now in 
the Harbour, John Norcut, Zenas Norcut, 
Ephraim Norcut, Salmon Allen, and several 
others. 

" I should be glad of similar Orders to 
those I had before, for the recovery of the 
above Men. L'. Will"*. Gordon, the Bearer, 
will receive the Orders. 

** I am your Humble Servant, 
" Paul Revere, L.* Col. 
" N. B. The Providence Sloop 
is a Continental Vessel. 

" The Hon»^»^ Jer»*. Powell 
" President of Council.'' 1 

kcr Hill, and was wrecked in a gale near Race Point, Cape 
' Massackusetis Archives, vol. 175, p. 243. 
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As usual the Council gave the necessary 
orders to have his requests complied with. 
Many other letters of information for, peti- 
tions to, and requisitions on, the Council, 
were made by Revere during the rest of the 
time he remained in command at the Castle, 
all of which are in the State Archives at the 
State House. Many of them give glimpses 
of the continued hardships incident to the 
service. On April 12 he was ordered to 
detach twenty of his men and send them at 
once to the Fort at Dartmouth, which he did. 
In the postscript of a letter written April 
26, he says: '' N. B. The men are very 
patient when the whole of the Rations are 
not in the Store, but think it very hard to 
be debarred of what is in the Store. If they 

Cod, November 5, 1778, when sixty or seventy of her crew were 
drowned and the rest surrendered themselves prisoners of war 
to the United States. The "Somerset's" guns were now his 
trophies. Twenty-one 32-pounders were saved and mounted 
at Castle William. In 1SS6, the hulk of the *' Somerset," which 
had lain buried in the sands of Cape Cod for many years, was 
uncovered for a short time by the action of the waters. Dur- 
ing this time Mr. H. A. Jennings, author of *' Provincetown, 
or Odds and Ends from the Tip End," had the accompanying 
view of the wreck taken by moonlight. (See p. 320.) 
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could draw half allowance of pork they would 
be contented." 

On the 29th of April he sent another 
petition to the House of Representatives, set- 
ting forth the great need of clothing in his 
command; and in it he says: ''That about 
the 30*** of Jan^ last, your Petitioner libled 
in the Maritime Court, the Cartel Ship 
Minerva and her Cargo, which Cargo was 
condemned two thirds to the State and one 
third to the libelants;" and he requested 
that the portion belonging to the State be 
sold and the money appropriated to supply 
the above pressing want. This the House of 
Representatives ordered April 29, and the 
Council concurred May i. 

May 13 he is requested to make returns 
to the Council of the non-commissioned 
officers and mattresses of his command. In 
his letter he states : " M' Russell the late 
Adjutant, has again offerred his services ; as 
it is an Officer much wanted, I beg to recom- 
mend him to Your Honors. I have paid the 
whole expense, for the condemnation of the 
Goods found on board the Minerva Cartel ; 
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the Board of War will not pay the State 
part without an Order from your Honors." ^ 

So great were the hardships of the men 
under his command, that the officers wrote 
a long letter to Revere, June 9, setting 
forth the same, and requesting him to lay 
these troubles before the Council, saying, 
among other things : ** In behalf of ourselves, 
and the men under your Command we beg 
leave to trouble you. Nothing but the Dis- 
tresses of our Country and the Cause in 
which we are engaged could induce us to 
serve in the manner we are forced to live. 
At the time when we engaged in the three 
Companys we were promised by you, in 
behalf of the whole General Court that we 
should receive every advantage which the 
fifteen Batallions raised in this State receive." 
This was signed by Capt. Amos Lincoln, 
Lieut. Paul Revere, and all the other 
officers.^ 

On the same day Revere sent a long 
petition to the General Court, covering the 

' Massachusetts ArcAii*es, vol. 175, p. 311. 
* Massachusetts Archives, vol. 175, pp. 328-9. 
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subject matter, with the following postscript : 
" Your Petitioner begs leave to represent 
to the Hon^^*. Court, that several of his men 
have deserted, and gone in Privateers, and 
are now upon a Cruise, that one of them 
has sent in a Valuable Prize. That your 
[word omitted] has forbid the Agent paying 
any part of their share to them or Order. 
He therefore prays that the Honorable Court 
would take the matter into consideration, 
and pass such an Act as will hinder them 
from recovering their Wages or Prize Money. 
That they may have no inducement to Deserts 
" Your Hum*. Servant 
" Paul Revere Lieu^ Col. A^'' i 

The House and Council acted agreeably 
to Revere's wishes upon all these matters, 
on June 25. The next day the following 
order was passed : 

" State of MASS''^^ Bay, 

"Council Chamber 
** Boston June 26, 1779. 
** Ordered— That Col^ Revere hold himself 

* Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 175, p. 330. 
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and one hundred of the Matrosses under his 
Command including proper Officers in readi- 
ness at one Hour's Notice to embark for the 
Defence of this State and to attack the 
Enemy at Penobscot, under the Command 
of General Lovell and make Return to this 
Board upon their being so prepared. 
" A true Copy 

" Attest 
"John Avery D SecV i 

Before leaving the Castle the following 
orders were received by him : 

''War Office, 28**" June 1779. 
'* Sir, — Agreeable to a Resolve of Court 
we send to Castle Island and place under 
your care the following Negros viz. 

Nineteen Men 

Ten Women 

Five Children, lately brought 
into this Port in the Spanish retaken Ship, 
Victoria. The Men are to be employed on 
the Fortifications there, or elsewhere in the 
Harbour, in the most useful manner, and the 

* F>om family papers. 
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Women & Children, according to their 
ability, in cooking, washing &c. — They are 
to be allowed for their subsistence, one lb. 
of Beef & one lb. of Rice per Day each, 
which Commissary Salisbury will furnish 
upon your order, and this to continue until 
our further orders. 

'* By order of the Board 

" Sam. Phps Savage Pres\ 
"Lieu^ CoK Revere" 

"State of Massachusetts Bay. 

"In Council July 2^ 1779. 
" Ordered — That a Grand Salute of 
Thirteen Cannon be fired at the Castle & 
by the Company of the Train belonging to 
the Boston Reg\ & also suitable firings by 
the Boston Reg^ on Monday next [July 4]. 
"True Copy. 

" Attest. 
"John Avery D, Sec^." ^ 

The order of the 26th of June was for 
Revere to join the unfortunate " Penobscot 
Expedition." English troops had taken pos- 

* From family papers. 
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session of the peninsula of " Maja-Bagaduce/' 
now Castine, Maine, a strong point on the 
east side of Penobscot Bay. The attempt to 
dispossess them of this stronghold was under- 
taken by Massachusetts alone, and proved a 
lamentable failure in all respects, adding 
greatly to the financial burden of the State, 
costing as it did ;^i,739,i 74-1 1-4.^ 

The command of the land forces was given 
to Brig. General Solomon Lovell, Brig. 
General Peleg Wadsworth being second 
in authority. The co-operating fleet was 
placed under the command of Commodore 
Dudley Saltonstall ; and to Lieut. Colonel 
Paul Revere was given the command of 
the train of Artillery. The combined forces 
arrived in front of Bagaduce on the 25th 
of July. Then commenced a siege which 
lasted until the utter and ignominious defeat 
of the besiegers on the 13th of August. 
Some of the obstacles encountered during 
its progress are indicated by the following 
extracts from the Massaxhusetts Archives^ 
vols. 77, 93 : 

' Massachusetts Archives, vol. 145, p. 201. 
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** Proceedings of a Council of War held 
on board Brig Hazard, ofif Maja-Biguyduce, 
-A^g* 7> 1779' Present: Gen. Lovell, Gen. 
Wadsworth, and the field officers of the 
army, Commodore Saltonstall and the 
captains of the armed vessels. 

" The General introduces the Council by 
informing them that they are called together 
to confer what further measures are proper 
to be taken towards reducing the enemy. 



" The General thinks that if he could take 
possession of the land in the rear of their 
main works, which are now commanded by 
the enemies' shipping, that 400 men can hold 
the present line, and 750 operate on the 
opposite side. 

" Col. Revere answers we have not so many 
men. The General says he has reason soon 
to expect that number. 

** Capt. Burk asks the field officers whether 
they can hold their men in open field against 
the enemy. Lt. Col. Gordon is of opinion 
he can. Col. McCobb, Howard, Revere, 
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Mitchell and Maj. Hunter are of opinion 
they cannot. 

" When the question was taken of continu- 
ing or discontinuing the siege, it was decided 
in the affirmative. Nays, Revere, Capt. 
Carver, Holmes, West, Brown, Burk, Edwards, 
Com. Saltonstall. 

" Col. Revere is for discontinuing the siege 
for the following reasons : 

" I. Gen. Lovell says that he is not able 
to reduce the enemy with what troops and 
stores he has got. 

'' 2. That under present circumstances it 
is best to take post to the westward to hinder 
the enemy from going any further. 

** 3. That six captains of ships think they 
cannot keep their men but a few days longer." 

" Proceedings of a Council of War held 
at Head-Quarters, Maja Biguyduce, Aug. 
II, 1779. Gen. Lovell, Prest. Brig. Wads- 
worth, Col. McCobb, Mitchell, Lt. Col. Revere, 
Howard, Major Hunter, Larrabee. The 
question being put upon this days experience 
of men, whether we can with our present 
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force hold a post in the rear of the enemys 
fort, and the present lines at the same time. 

" It was unanimously determined that we 
cannot, for the following reasons: 

" I. Our force is not sufficient to take 
possession of the ground. 

" 2. Our numbers are unable to do duty 
after one week. 

'* 3. The great want of discipline and sub- 
ordination. Many of the officers being so 
exceedingly slack in their duty, the soldiers 
so averse to the service, and the wood in 
which we are encamped so very thick, that 
on an alarm on any special occasion, nearly 
one fourth part of the army are skulked 
out of the way and concealed.'' 

An excellent history of this expedition 
has been written by the late Mr. Gilbert 
Nash in his memoir of General Solomon 
Lovell, its commander.^ The following ex- 
tract will give a slight idea of the confu- 
sion and consternation which reigned during 
the closing scenes of the siege : ** The 

* Proceedings of the Weymouth Historical Society, vol. I, 
which contains, also, General Lovell's Journal. 
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ordnance brig, which had on board all the 
artillery and ammunition, with the troops 
of Lt Col. Revere (he having gone on 
shore at Fort Pownal), the sole dependence 
of the army in case a stand should be made, 
was deserted, but cleared herself from the 
transports, and made her way alone up the 
river for several miles, but was then boarded, 
set on fire, and burned with all her contents. 
The destruction was complete, but two or 
three of the vessels falling into the hands 
of the enemy. In relation to the last act 
in this disgraceful drama, the General writes : 
* The Transports then again weigh'd anchor, 
and to our great mortification were soon 
followed by our fleet of men of war, pursued 
by only four of the enemy s ships, the ships 
of war passed the transports, many of which 
got aground, and the British ships coming 
up the soldiers were obliged to take to the 
shore and set fire to their vessels. To 
attempt to give a description of this terrible 
day is out of my power. It would be a 
fit subject for some masterly hand to de- 
scribe it in its true colors; — to see four 
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ships pursuing seventeen sail of armed vessels, 
nine of which were stout ships — transports on 
fire — men of war blowing up — provisions 
of all kinds, and every kind of stores on 
shore (at least in small quantities) throwing 
about, and as much confusion as can pos- 
sibly be conceived.' " ^ 

So intense was the excitement and great 
the dissatisfaction at the result of this expedi- 
tion, that the General Court of Massachu- 
setts, September 9, appointed a Committee 
of Investigation, to inquire into the causes 
of its failure. The Court of Inquiry was 
organized with General Artemas Ward as 
President ; and after a full and careful hearing 
the Committee reported October 7, 1779, 
that in their judgment, the failure of the ex- 
pedition was owing to a " Want of proper 
spirit and energy on the part of the Commo- 
dore." And Mr. Nash says : " The Penob- 
scot expedition, while it reflects lasting dis- 
grace upon the one chief delinquent (whether 
acting from cowardice, or bribery, or both, 
it has been impossible to determine), casts no 

* Gen. Loveirs Journal, August 14. 
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discredit upon the commander of the land 
forces, but leaves him with an untarnished 
reputation, as a brave, patriotic and skilful 
general." ^ 

For some reason not clearly understood, 
there seems to have been a lack of harmony 
between Lieut. Col. Revere and some of the 
other officers in the expedition. This is 
manifest by the proceedings of the Council, 
and the Committee of Investigation. 

Upon his return Revere was ordered by 
the Council, August 26, to resume com- 
mand at Castle William "in room and 
place of Col°. Thomas Crafts who hath been 
appointed to that command by the Coun- 

* Before this affair Dudley Saltonstall had done valiant ser- 
vice in the navy; and after this sadly ending experience, he 
proved himself to be a brave and loyal man. He became master 
of the privateer Minerva in 1781, which captured the valuable 
prize, the ship Hannah, "whose seizure created such a tur- 

moil among the merchants of Great Britain, that the descent 
on New London, which terminated in the burning of that 
place by Arnold, and in the massacre of the troops in Fort 
Griswold, September 6, 1781, was determined on." — Thomas 
S. Collier in " The Collector'' for January, 18(^1. 
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cil during the absence of Lieut. Coi^ Re- 
vere. ^ 

A fortnight later the following order was 
passed : 

" State of Massachusetts Bay. 

** Council Chamber, Sept'. 6, 1779. 

" Whereas Thomas Jenness Carnes, Cap- 
tain of Marines on Board the Ship of War 
General Putnam in the late Expedition to 
Penobscot hath filed a Complaint against 
Lie*. Colonel Paul Revere for disobedience 
of orders during said Expedition and for un- 
soldierlike behaviour tending to cowardice 
& disobedience of his Superior officer: 

" Therefore Ordered that Lie*. Colonel 
Paul Revere be and he hereby is directed Im- 
mediately to Resign the Command of Castle 
Island and the other Fortresses in the Har- 
bour of Boston to Captain Perez Cushing 
and remove himself from the Castle and 
Fortresses aforesaid and repair to his dwell- 
ing house in Boston and there continue un- 
till the matter complained of can be duly 

' Massachusetts Arckivesy vol. 175, p. S^^i- 
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enquired into or he be discharged by order 
of the General Court or the Council. And 
Lie*. Col°. Revere is hereby directed to de- 
liver to Cap*. Cushing aforesaid all such 
orders as he hath Rec**. from the Council for 
the rule of his Conduct. 

" Attest Jn^ Avery D. Scy." i 

Three days later the Council declared 
it unnecessary to arrest Col. Revere, and 
notified him to hold himself in readiness to 
appear before the Committee that day ap- 
pointed.^ 

That Revere courted the fullest investi- 
gation is seen by his letters to the Council 
the same day, September 9 : 

" Gentlemen, — I feel the highest obliga- 
tions to Your Honors for Your Candour to 
me, when the popular clamor runs so strong 
against me: Had your Honors have shewn 
as little regard for my character as my 
Enemies have done. Life would have been 
insupportable. Were I conscious that I had 

' Massachusetts Archivesy vol. 175, p. 545. 
' Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 175, p. 554. 
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omitted one thing to reduce the Enemy, 
either thro fear, or by willful opposition, I 
would not wish for a single advocate. 

" I beg Your Honors, that in a proper 
time, there may be a strict enquiry into my 
conduct where I may meet my accusers face 
to face. 

" Gentlemen, I am told by my friends that 
Capt. Thomas Carnes informed your Honors 
yesterday, that I did not land with my men 
the day we took possession of Magabagaduce, 
which is so glaring a falsehood that I beg 
your Honors would favor me with an oppor- 
tunity of seeing him face to face* before your 
Honors, to take off any impression it may 
have made to my disadvantage.^ 

" I am Your Honors Obed^ 

" Hum^* Servant 

" Paul Revere. 

" The Honorable Council."^ 

"North Square, Boston, Sep". 9, 1779. 
** Gentlemen, — By a Resolve of the whole 

* Capt Carnes* letter is on file in Massachusetts Archives^ 
vol. 145, p. 166. 

* Massackus€tts Archives^ vol. 201, p. 272. 
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Court June 25, 1779, the Corps of Artillery 
in the pay of this State, are to be tryed by 
the Continental Regulations. I therefore 
pray Your Honors, as General Lovell is ex- 
pected soon, that a Court Martial for my 
Tryal may be Ordered as soon as possible, 
as some of my Witnesses will leave the State 
soon. 

" I should be obliged to Your Honors if 
Colonel Crane, or some suitable officer of 
the Artillery might be appointed President. 
My reason for it is, that every officer not be- 
longing to the Artillery, is not acquainted 
with the Duty of the Station I was in. Col. 
Crane is now at Providence. I do not wish 
to hurry matters, but Your Honors must be 
sensible my situation at present is very disa- 
greeable. 

" Your Obe'd Humble Serv*. 

" Paul Revere. 

"The Honorable Council."^ 

While the Committee of Inquiry was 
in session he wrote the following letter, which 

* Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 201, p. 281. 
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shows that no reasons existed for the charges 
made against Revere. Personal enmity, 
coupled with the great dissatisfaction aris- 
ing from the failure of an expedition from 
which so much had been expected, afforded 
this opportunity to cast, temporarily, ignominy 
upon him : " Disappointment as usual wrought 
injustice, and censure undeserved fell on 
many who did all that under the circum- 
stances could have been expected." 

" Gentlemen, You being appointed by the 
authority of this State, to investigate the 
causes of the failure of the Penobscot Expedi- 
tion : and of the Behavior of the Officers con- 
cerned therein : It lays with you in a great 
measure, from the evidence for and against 
me, to determine what is more dear to me 
than life, my character. I hope and expect, 
that you will make proper allowance, for 
the prejudices, which have taken place, in 
consequence of stories, propagated by design- 
ing men to my disadvantage. 

" I beg leave to mention to your 
Honors a matter: tho at first, it may 
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appear foreign to the present case, yet in 
the end, it will give some light, why sto- 
ries have been propagated against me. 

** Your Honors must remember the difficul- 
ties which arose in our Regiment the last Feb- 
ruary when it was reduced to three Companys. 
Because I accepted the command, (which 
was by desire of the Council) and did all in 
my power, to hinder the men from deserting: 
And because I would not give up my Com- 
mission, in the same way the other Officers did, 
some of them propagated every falsehood 
Malice could invent in an underhanded way. 

" I shall trouble your Honors but with one 
Fact, which I appeal to the Hon^^'' General 
Ward for the truth of. 

" Not long after the Regiment was re- 
duced Captains Todd and Gray, waited on 
General Ward, to complain against me ; after 
saying many things to my disadvantage, (as 
the General told me the same day), Capt. 
Todd asked the General to go with him in 
another room. He then told him. He would 
prove or he believed he could prove, that I 
had drawn Rations at the Castle for thirty 
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men, more than I had there. The General 
said he told them if they had anything against 
me, to enter a Complaint against me to Coun- 
cil, and I should be called upon. A few days 
after I received an Order of Council to attend 
them, and was served with a Copy of a peti- 
tion, signed by Cap*'. Gray, Todd and others, 
wherein they desire to be heard personally on 
matters set forth in the Petition, and other 
Matters. I appeared at the appointed time 
and they never produced a single article 
against me. I well remember that three of 
your Honors were in Council at the time. 
Ever since they have done everything in 
their power to hurt me, by insinuations: 
Tho' none of them ever charged me to my 
face. 

" After I received Orders to go to Penob- 
scot, I heard Cap\ Todd was going one 
of Gen^ Lovels Brigade Majors. Some of 
my Officers told me they were agoing to 
wait on Gen^ Lovel to inform him with what 
they heard, and to desire he might not go; 
for he was so very Enimical to the Corps 
of Artillery. He would do everything in 
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his power to hurt them. They came to 
Boston to see the Gen*, but Doc''. Whipple 
assured them Cap*. Todd was not going 
they omitted waiting on Gen* Lovel. After 
that Gen*. Lovel engaged him. When I 
found he was going in the Generals family, 
I represented to the Gen*, how disagreeable 
he was to me, and my Officers, and that 
I should never speak to him but in the 
line of my duty. For which reason I did 
not go to the Generals Markee so often as 
other officers ; but I allways made it a Duty^ 
to see the General, at least twice a day, 
morning and evening. Which Gen*. Lovel 
has done me the Justice to say on oath 
he saw me often. (I would mention here, 
that during the whole Campaign, I never 
was so much alone with any man as with 
General Lovel : He frequently asked me to 
walk with him. Yet he never gave me the 
most distant hint, that he thought I omitted, 
or neglected, any part of my duty: which 
I am persuaded he would have done, if he 
thought I had omitted it ; as there has been 
an acquaintance for more than twenty years.) 
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" If what I have mentioned is true, your 
Honors must be sensible what a Situation 
I was in, with such an inveterate Enemy 
in the Generals Family. — I have not the 
least doubt but Cap* Todd procured the Or- 
der, of the 30*** of August, and then sent it 
to Boston. For my Friends tell me that they 
heard of the Order before I got home, and 
they have no doubt it came from him. He 
swears that I did not land in time, and 
insinuates it was done with design. — That 
he heard Brigadier Wadsworth say that if 
the Expedition continued seven years, he 
would never order me — That I was frequently 
on board the Transport, by which he would 
insinuate that I went there to keep out of 
the way — And that I did not go up the River 
when Ordered by the General, the day after 
the Retreat. The first of these to his confu- 
sion, was proved to be false by Cap*\ Gush- 
ing, Lincoln, and Col. Davis. The second by 
Brigadier Wadsworth, who swears that he 
never said any such thing ; that it never once 
came into his mind. He says he is sure, if 
he had said so, some traces of it would be 
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left behind. The third by Cap* Brown, who 
says I never came on board, but to do some- 
thing for the Service, or to shift me ; and 
that but seldom; and when I was on board 
I was anxious to get on shore for fear I should 
be wanted. That several times he desired me 
to stop to drink coffee, & to dine; that I 
refused him for the above reasons. — And 
fourthly that I did not go up the River when 
Ordered by the General. This is likewise 
proved false by Captain Newcomb, and Lieu^ 
Phillips, who tell you, I went twenty miles 
up the River, to Granite Mills; that I staid 
there the whole of that day ; and did not leave 
the River till I was assured they would burn 
the Ships next morning. — I am sure that 
nothing turned up in evidence to shew that 
the General ever carried up any men to 
Fortify as he proposed. As to the charges 
brought against me by Capt. Carnes for which 
I was arrested by the Council, I expected he 
would have endeavored to have proved one 
by one. But when he found his witness 
failed he was suffered to appear as an evi- 
dence Himself: I say suffered; for it was the 
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first instance I ever heard of in matters of 
this sort : (in Military affairs,) that a man 
should be accuser and evidence. After all, 
what does he swear to; First that I staid 
on the Beach with my men, and did not go 
up the Steep till the Marines and Militia 
had got possession of the Heights. 2** 
That I carried all my men on board the 
Transport and that they lodged there. And 
that the Sailors got my Cannon on Shore. 

** The first is proved false by Gen^ Lovel, 
and all my Officers, for I do not suppose any 
one will say Gen^ Lovel did not leave the 
Beach till they had possession of the Heights, 
yet Gen'. Lovel swears I was close in his 
rear. 

" Second, that I carried all my men on 
board the Transport, and that they lodged 
there till order'd on shore by the Gen*. 
This is likewise proved false by several evi- 
dences. 

" Cap*. Lincoln told you, that he kept 
on shore with his men, and encamp'd in the 
woods. That the Sailors got my cannon on 
shore is true in part, the two 18 pounders 
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were got on shore by them chiefly ; but the 
12 poun"" Howitzer and heavy field piece, 
were got on shore by my people. You find 
all my Officers swear they and the men were 
assisting the whole time. (No person in 
their senses would suppose that Forty men 
could get such Cannon, as i8 poun' up that 
bank). Cap^ Williams and Cathcart say 
that they had not the assistance from the 
Artillery they expected ; which is ac- 
counted for this way; there was all the 
utensils belonging to the Cannon, to get up 
to the Fort, the Rammers, Sponges, Ladles, 
worms, beds, powder Horns, Linstocks, be- 
sides the Ammunition, wads, &c. You may 
depend the Artillery officers took care of 
those, & employed their own men. The 
two first charges in Carnes's complaint, are 
proved to be groundless : The Order I pro- 
duce, proves his malice in the first instance 
that he asserted a thing he knew nothing 
about; and then attempted to prove it. 
Happy for nte I did not loose this Order. 
The second charge, that I did not go to take 
off the Cannon &c. The Adjutant Gen^ 
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tells you, the General counter Ordered it, 
and the men that was Ordered, never came 
to me. 

" Third Charge, Disobedience of Orders 
in several instances. Gen* Lovel swears he 
did not know of my ever disobeying any 
Order, either Verbal or written, except that 
of the is'** of August, to go up the River: 
I think it is amply proved that I did go 
up the River 20 miles with what men I 
had: that I staid there till Sun down, 
when it was determined to burn the Ships; 
If the Gen* did not see me there, it was 
not my fault ; for it is evident thro the 
whole enquiry that General Lovel did not 
come up the River till Night ; or one single 
Field Officer, except myself. Cap* Williams 
in his Deposition says he saw me on board 
the Vengeance the 15^ Aug\ 

" The Fourth, for unsoldierlike behaviour, 
&c. If to obey Orders, and to keep close 
to my duty is unsoldierlike, I was Guilty. 
As to Cowardice during the whole expedi- 
tion, I never was in any Sharp Action, 
nor was any of the Artillery ; but in what 
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little I was, no one has dared to say I 
flinched. My Officers all swear that when- 
ever there was an alarm, I was one of the 
first in the Battery : I think that no mark 
of Cowardice. 

"The fifth, that I denied the Boat to 
Brig' Wadsworth, &c. I left Cap'. Cush- 
ing as he relates : I had not gone far 
before I met most of my men and some 
of my Officers. I asked them if they had 
any provisions, they told me no ; there was 
some sheep that swam in shore which they 
threw out of a Sloop: I sett the men to 
catch some of them. I was then on the 
edge of the Bank. I saw my Boat a long- 
side one of the Transports getting some 
Bread, (That day was our drawing day, but 
by Reason of the Confusion we had not a 
mouthful of provisions.) I went down to 
the River, and called them to me, intend- 
ing to have put all our Baggage on Board, 
and sent it up the River, and followed 
with my men ; I called to Lieu* Philips 
to take two men, and bring my chest. It 
was a small one which contained my Linen, 
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some instruments and things of great Value 
to me ; besides what little money I had 
with me. Just as the Boat came Brig' 
Wadsworth came along. He insisted they 
should go on board the Schooner. I re- 
fused it at first, but afterwards Ordered 
her to go, and she did go. He and I 
staid there till she came back ; when she 
came back, he proposed their going to tow 
her in shore. I told him if he would get 
another Boat she should go. He went to 
try ; we parted good friends, as I thought. 
I waited half an hour, he did not come. 
I then went to look for my men ; they were 
gone from where I left them, I supposing 
they were gone up the River, for it was 
then Sun down. If your Honors will com- 
pare the Evidence respecting y* Situation 
of Cap* Burkes Vessel with Cap' Marretts 
Deposition, you will find it agree. I followed 
and kept close to the edge of the River, 
expecting every moment to overtake them. 
Lieu* Philips and Cap* Newcomb swear 
to the rest. I never saw Brig' Wadsworth 
after till I saw him in Boston; if I had 
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I should have made him some acknowledge- 
ment. , 

" The last charge is Malicious and false, 
as has been proved by all my Officers. 
As to the General matters : you are the 
judges, how far they ought to affect my 
Character; you must have seen what pains 
were taken to get evidence and after all they 
have not proved a single Crime against me. 
Gen* Wadsworth says he did not see me so 
often as he expected, when they were build- 
ing the first Battery. Yet acknowledges I was 
there the next day and layed out the Embra- 
sures. One Circumstance I forgot to mention 
to him on the examinations, that he asked 
me about the platforms : I told him, as I 
was busy about the Cannon, I would send 
Cap* Lincoln, who was a Carpenter by trade, 
and he should see that they were properly 
laid : he attended there constantly. I was 
twice in the Battery after that the same day. 
He says I always was opposite to him, in 
Sentiments on Councils of War (I never 
before now ever heard that an Officer was 
called to account for Actions, at a Council 
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of War. I believe for the future, that Officers 
will be carefull how they attend Councils.) 
Your Honors will see that he is at least mis- 
taken, if you will peruse the minutes of the 
Councils. You will find the first was held 
on board the Warren July 26, the second on 
Board the same ship, the 27^**. There was 
not another held, at which I was present till 
the 6^** of August; the 10^^ was another 
held on board the Commodore; the 11'^ 
another was held at the Generals Markee: 
These five, all were unanimous. I was at 
but two Councils where there was a division ; 
the first was the 7*** August when we had 
been there 12 days. (It always was my sen- 
timent that if we could not Dislodge the 
Enemy in seven, days, we ought to Quit the 
ground ; for where the Enemy has the com- 
mand of the Sea, and the fate of the Expe- 
dition depends on the movements on that 
Element, we ought not to have risqued so 
much as we did. I know General Lovel was 
of the same sentiments before we left Boston.) 
The other Council was on the 13"^, the day 
we retreated at Night. It appears to me a 
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little extraordinary, that I should be called 
upon for my sentiments, when there were so 
many agreed with me : the first Council 
eight, the second ten. 

"Cap Todd, M' Marston, and one more, 
swears that the Billet sent me by the Gene- 
ral was after the 31'': wherein he Ordered 
me to wait on him which I did, and he says 
I gave him full satisfaction of what I had 
been doing. Major Brownville swears that 
he delivered it to me on board the Trans- 
port, late in the evening, and that I was in 
bed ; all the evidences agree that I lodged 
on shore the 30***, and did not lodge on board 
till the siege was raised. He, Major Brown- 
ville, told you he believed it was the 29*^. 
But Cap* Cushing, who was, not there with 
the Committee when this matter was agitated, 
says he will swear it was the 29*** Cap 
Lincoln swears it was the second day after 
we landed. M'. Speakman told him of the 
Billet, and it is plain he was asked to carry 
it ; surely he could not have told of it if it 
was not wrote till several days after. The 
Reason why I kept on board the Transport 
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the first two days was merely for conveniancy. 
(Those who judge it was from fear, judge 
their own feelings, not from mine.) The 
Gen^ tells you he directed me to get the Can- 
non in shore with all expedition. I took Cap 
Cushing's Company, as he and one of his 
Officers were Sailors, and several of his men ; 
& the Vessel was handy to the shore and 
all our Baggage on board, and a boat to 
fetch and carry us; we could have been to 
our duty much sooner than if we had lodged 
in the woods. Besides we had but one field 
piece on shore, and there was a whole com- 
pany to take care of that. One of the Hon**^* 
Committee mentioned there was danger of a 
Sortie from the Enemy. If they had sallied, 
my men could have been but of little service, 
as their arms were short, and the Bayonets 
not eight inches long, and there was full as 
many men as was needfull for what cannon 
there were on shore. My particular business 
was to be where my cannon were. My 
Order from the State was to command the 
whole Artillery, And you may see, by my 
instructions, in the Records of the Hon^** 
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Council of July 28'^ you will find by the 
evidence of Lieu* Mclntire that I gave 
Orders on the 30*** in the Morning, for Cap 
Cushing's Company to Encamp on shore 
that night. There was something mentioned 
about a letter, wrote to the Hon* Council by 
the General, which reflected on me. The 
General tells you it was because he thought 
I did not go up the River on the 1 5**" when 
he Ordered me, and that I should not have 
gone home to Boston with my men without 
his Order. That I did go up the River, has 
been fully proved. That I came home with- 
out his Orders is true: where could I have 
found either the General, or Brigadier, if it 
had been necessary to have got Orders : the 
first went 100 miles up Penobscot River, and 
the other down, and I crossed the woods to 
Kennebcck River. My Instructions from the 
Hon^^* Council, to which I referred above, 
directs that I shall *obey General Lovel, or 
other my Superior Officers during the contin- 
uance of the Expedition.' Surely no man 
will say that the Expedition was not discon- 
tinued, when all the shipping was either 
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taken, or Burnt, the Artillery and Ordinance 
Stores, all destroyed. I then looked upon it 
that I was to do what I thought right. 
Accordingly, I Ordered them (my men) to 
Boston by the shortest route, and that Cap* 
Gushing should march them, and give Certifi- 
cates for their subsistence on the Road. 
Why such instructions were given me some 
of your Honors are the best Judges. As I 
did not take any minutes on the examination, 
I have written my Defence as my Memory 
served me. If I have made any material 
mistakes I hope your Honors will attribute 
it to my memory. I was in hopes to have 
delivered it before the last adjournment of 
the Committee ; as I had the substance of 
it written ; but there was not time. 

" The Hon**^ Committee to investigate the 
Causes of the Failure of the Expedition to 
Penobscot &c. 

"The Hon**** Major General Ward 
'* President of Committee &c." ^ 

' Massachusetts Archives, vol. 145, pp. 336-40. 
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Arrival in Penobscot Bay — Council of War — Land- 
ing OF Troops — Siege Begun — Battery Stormed and 
Carried — Strong Position of the Enemy — Fruitless 
Attacks — Our Vessels Pursued and Destroyed — Fail- 
ure OF THE Expedition. 



AS evidence in his behalf Revere sent to 
the Committee of Inquiry the follow- 
ing diary of events from July 21 to August 
19: 

"July 21 — The 21 of July we arrived at 
Townsend.^ 

"July 22 — I was desired by Gen^ Lovel to 
attend at his Quarters at 7 °Clock that even- 
ing; I found Gen'. Lovel, Briga Wadsworth 
Commod. Saltonstal, most of the Field Offi- 

* Now Boothbay, Me. 
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cers of the Army, and the Captains of the 
Navy. There were some debates about the ^ 
future operations of the Fleet, and Army ; 
nothing material was determined ; it was 
left to the General, and Commodore, to settle. 
The afternoon of this day the General 
Reviewed his Troops. 

** 24'** — We sailed from Townsend, arrived in 
Penobscot Bay that evening ; came to anchor, 
under one of the Fox Islands. 
"25**' — We came to Anchor close under 
Magabigwaduce ^ about 3 °Clock in the 
afternoon. As we came up the Bay, I could 
plainly see with my Glass, the enemy had 
begun a Fort, on one of the Heights; in 
which was a long Barrack. A number of 
men attempt to land under Briga"" Wads- 
worth ; they approach the shore, orders are 
given for them to return ; the Enemy fired 
upon them, and kill one Indian. 
** 26^*" — I attend at a Council of war on 
board the Warren ; it was agreed that a 
detachment of marines under Cap' Welsh, 

' On the east side of Penobscot Bay, about twenty miles 
from its mouth, at Castine, Me. 
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should attack Bank's Island; and that they 
be supported by a party of Militia under 
Briga' Wadsworth. I am ordered to send 
one Field-piece with the Marines ; they get 
possession of the Island. The General 
directs me to send two eighteen pounders, 
one twelve, and one howitzer ; with a proper 
number of Officers and men to the Island, 
which went that evening. 
"27*** — In the morning I went with Gen* 
Lovel to the Island. I returned with him 
about 1 2 **Clock ; he desired me to attend 
him after dinner, on board the Warren. 
I attended him accordingly. There is a 
Council of War held; it is determined to 
make a landing on Magabigwaduce. In the 
evening I received Orders to land with the 
men under my Command, as a Corps de 
Reserve to the General, to leave my cannon, 
and take my muskets. 

** 28*^ — I landed agreeable to Orders, after 
forming on the Beach. I see the General, 
who orders me to follow him with my men ; 
we ascend the Steep; then formed and 
marched near the edge of the Wood next 



o 



68 REVERE' S D/ART, 



the Enemy. The General commanded a 
halt; we had not halted a great while, 
when he received accounts, they had got 
possession of the Heights. He then ordered 
me to get a Field-piece on shore immedi- 
ately which was done as soon as possible. 
He afterward Ordered me to send to Bank s 
Island for the Howitzer and Field-piece; to 
make preparation to get them with two i8 
pounders, and the Brass twelve pounder, on 
shore ; to call on Col. Davis for Boats and 
men to fetch them. I afterwards reconnoi- 
tred the shore, and found a place much 
handier to land the Cannon, I informed 
the General of it ; he desired me to call 
on Captains Williams, Hallett, Holmes and 
Cathcart for what men I should want which 
I did. 

"29^*"— Early in the morning, a sufficient 
number of Officers, Carpenters, and Seamen 
came on shore ; I set the Carpenters to 
clearing a passage and cutting a road, up 
to the Battery; the Officers and seamen 
were employed in getting the cannon on 
shore. I waited on the General and informed 
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him how far I had proceeded. He desired 
me to be as expeditious as possible, for 
he did not think it possible with what men 
he had, to storm the Enemy's forts. That 
forenoon I had a fair view of the Enemy's 
Fort with a good Glass ; I could see that 
it was as high as a man's chin; that it 
was built of squared logs ; was Abbeteed ; 
that they had begun to Praise it round 
the rampart ; that they had two guns mounted 
which they fired in Barbet. That forenoon 
the Brass 12 pounder, Howitzer and heavy 
field-piece was landed ; in the afternoon the 
18 pounder; they were all hauled up near 
the lines. 

'* 30* — By the help of the Seamen we got 
another 18 pounder on shore and dragged 
it up to the Battery ; in the afternoon we 
opened the Battery and fired on the Enemy, 
with two 18 pounders, one twelve and a 
Howitzer. 

" 31" — A Deserter came out from the Enemy 
who said, they were upwards of 900 strong ; 
that they had 650 Soldiers, and near 300 
Sailors ; that they had sunk most of their 
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Transports, and taken Guns on shore from 
their armed Vessels. 

** Aug* I — Last night the Marines and Mi- 
litia, stormed one of the Enemy's Batterys, 
of three six-pounders which they carried. 
** 2** — I went with Brigadier Wadsworth to 
reconnoitre some Islands to the east of 
Bank's Island for a place to annoy the 
Enemy's shipping. 

"3** — The General Ordered one 1 8 pounder, 
one 9 pounder and a Field-piece, with a 
proper number of Officers and men, to a 
point on the main, where Brigadier Wads- 
worth was building a Battery to annoy 
the Enemy's Ships. 

**4*** — In the afternoon the Battery was 
opened; after firing a numrber of Shot, we 
found the distance too great for a sure 
Shot. 

** 5*** — The General informed me he had sent 
a letter to Commodore Saltonstall, to know 
his determinations, whether he would go 
in and attack the Ships or not. 
" 6**" — I am summoned to a Council of all 
Land Officers; the General lays before us, 
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a letter he had received from the Common 
in answer to his of yesterday; inclosed was 
a copy of the determinations of a Council 
of Navy Officers ; to this purpose : If the 
General will Storm, the Enemy's main Fort 
they will attack the Shipping. The General 
desired the opinion of the Council, whether 
it is practicable to storm ; they are unanimous 
it is not. A committee of three is chosen 
to confer with the Commodore. Brig' 
Wadsworth, Col. Mitchell and myself are 
sent; we wait on the Commodore. He 
says he is not willing to confer but will 
meet Gen^ Lovel in a general Council ; 
we agree to meet on board the Hazard. 
" 7* — The Council meet after many debates, 
the question put, whether the Siege shall 
be raised: There were thirteen against it 
& eight for it. 

"S'^ & 9* — The firing is kept up against 
the Enemy as has been ever since the 
Batteries were opened. 

** lo*"* — A Council of war is called on board 
the Warren, when it is agreed to attack 
the Enemy's Ships. The General is to 
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send a party of men to take possession of 
the ground between the Enemy's Fort and 
ships, to prevent their Sailors getting into 
the Fort. 

"II* — I am directed to send two Field- 
pieces to the south of the wood ; in the 
afternoon the General takes out a party of 
the Militia on the plain grounds to maneuvre 
them ; they march in sight of the Enemy ; 
the Enemy fire upon them ; they retreat 
in the utmost disorder. At lo **Clock in 
the evening I am sent for to a Council ; 
after many debates, and for the Reasons 
set forth in the minutes of said Council, 
it is agreed that they cannot take posses- 
sion of the ground as was determined ; 
and that the General inform Commodore 
Saltonstall in the morning. 
"12* — I went on board the Warren, with 
Gen* Lovel, to inform the Comm**"" of the 
proceedings of last evening : The Commo' 
appeared surprised, he said he was ready 
to go in. They propose another Council 
to determine what next shall be done. The 
General Orders me to make preparation 
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to take off the heavy Cannon ; we get the 
Brass twelve pounder and Howitzer on 
board the Transport, and one i8 pounder 
to the Beach that night. The Council 
meet at the Generals Markee at about Sun- 
down ; there is an alarm which breaks up 
the Council. 

"13'^ — I get the other i8 pounder to the 
Beach early in the morning: I attend 
the Council ; after many debates, it was 
put to Vote, whether the Siege should be 
raised or not; there were Ten for it, and 
Fourteen against it. The General proposed 
in the afternoon, to take out a party of 
men on the south side of the Pennisular, 
to draw out the Enemy. He directs me 
to send the Brass twelve pound"* and Field- 
piece there, with a proper number of 
Officers & men. The General marches a 
party of men to y* S. East part of the 
peninsular; the Enemy fire grape at him, 
but do not come out. Our Ships get under 
sail, we supposing they were coming in, when 
to our great mortification, (the Fog clearing 
away) we see five sail of ships in the Bay; 
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it being near sundown, & a shower coming 
on, the General led off his men. About 
12 ^'Clock the General sent for me, and 
directed me to take off my Cannon and 
men, which was done before daylight. 
»* 14th — About 7 **Clock, Capt Brown is 
ordered to get his vessel under way, and 
stand for Belfast ; it being calm, and the 
Tide not for us, he was ordered to pro- 
ceed up Penobscot River; about 12 "^Clock 
we came to an Anchor off Fort Point, 
expecting every minute, to hear our ships 
attack the Enemy ; about one "^Clock we 
perceived that our ships were under sail, 
standing up the River ; I went on board 
the General's Sloop, to acquaint Brigadier 
Wadsworth with it (for their Vessel lay out 
of sight of the Ships). He desired me to 
go on shore with him to the Hospital, to 
get off the sick and wounded, which I did; 
but before we could get them off. Our 
armed Ships had got abreast of the Point; 
they soon overtook the Transports who had 
got under way, (the Enemy pursuing) when 
the Transports found that the Armed Vessels 
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all went ahead of them, they ran on shore, 
and landed their men, in the utmost con- 
fusion. The Ordinance Brig in which was 
most of my men, was the last who came 
on shore. I got most of my men together 
in the Edge of the Wood, but while my 
Boat was getting some men from a Schooner, 
who had lost their Boat; I was separated 
from them (all but two Officers and eight 
men) they taking into the woods, I suppos- 
ing they were gone up the River. I followed 
in my Boat, (it being Sun down) expecting 
to overtake them ; after searching till 1 2 
**Clock for them, I went on board a Trans- 
port which had got up the River, and 
staid till Daylight. 

"15*** — Then sent an Officer in the Boat 
down the River, to seek after my men; 
and if he found them, to Order them up to 
me. As I was going up the River, I saw 
General Lovel coming down ; he told me he 
was agoing to bring up his men to make a 
Stand. I went up as far as Grants Mills, 
where I found a considerable body of men ; 
there I landed to wait for my Boat ; she re- 
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turned about 12 **Clock and could find noth- 
ing of them. I staid there all that day : tow- 
ards night I went on board the Vengeance, 
Cap. Thomas, to enquire what news ; he told 
me he should burn his Vessel in the morning : 
he had landed some of his men and was de- 
livering out provision to some Soldiers who 
had none. I went on shore, and went about 
a mile into the woods with my men two 
officers & eight men & there encamped. 
" 16* — Next morning I sett off with a party 
and came thro the wood to Kennebeck 
River. 

** i<^^ — I got to Fort Western where I found 
most of my Officers and men; after supply- 
ing them with what money I could spare, 
I ordered them to Boston by the nearest 
route. 

"Paul Revere L^ Col Ay." ^ 

' Massachusetts Archives y vol. 145, p. 246-249. On the 
bottom was written, *' Colo Revere's Deposition.** 
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CHAPTER XII. 

INVESTIGATION, TESTIMONY, AND VINDICATION. 

Another Committee of Inquiry Ordered — Captain 
Holmes* Testimony — Finding of the Committee — Revere 
NOT Satisfied — Repeatedly Demands a Court-martial — 
One Finally Appointed — Revere Acquitted — Thorough 
Vindication — Approval of Gov. Hancock — Continues 
Business as Goldsmith and Engraver. 



NOT being satisfied with the report of 
the Committee of Inquiry, Revere sent 
a communication to the Council, dated October 
9th, in which he says that the Committee have 
neither condemned nor acquitted him ; he 
therefore petitions to have the Council order 
the Committee to sit again ; or appoint a 
Court-martial to act upon his case, and 
that at once, "as several of his chief evi- 
dences are going to sea/' The Committee 
were ordered by the House and Council to 
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re-examine the case as against Revere, 
which it did November 11, holding its session 
in the ** East Lobby '' of the State House. 
During this re-examination, in addition to 
the evidence already submitted by Revere, 
he adduced the following in his behalf: 

" Questions asked Capt. Alexander Holmes 
by Col** Revere on oath. 

" Question. ♦Did you see me with my 
Men on the 28* & 29^ of July busily em- 
ployed in getting up the Cannon ? 

'* Ans"". I saw you with your Men, as I 
suppos'd. 

" Quest. Did you see me active, as active 
to promote the service as any other officer 
during the expedition } 

'' Ans. Yes. 

"Sworn to in Court Nov. 11^ i779- 
" Att O. Peabody Cler." 1 

The report of this Committee was 
as follows : 

" The Committee of both Houses ap- 
pointed to make inquiry into the conduct 

* Massachusetts Archives, vol. 145, p. 373. 
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of the officers of the Train, and the Militia 
officers, employed in the late Expedition to 
the Penobscot, have attended the service 
assigned them ; and the Opinion of your 
Committee on the subject matter will fully 
appear by the following questions and 
answers thereto namely : 

"Ques*" I. Was Lie* Col° Paul Revere 
crityzable for any of his conduct during his 
stay at Bagaduce, or while he was in, or 
upon the River Penobscot? 

" Answer. Yes. 

" 2. What part of Lie' Col** Paul Revere's 
conduct was crityzable "i 

" Answer. In disputing the orders of Brig- 
adier General Wadsworth respecting the Boat; 
& in saying that the Brigadiers had no right 
to command him or his boat. 

*'3*^ Was Lie' Col° Paul Revere's con- 
duct justfyable in leaving the River Penobscot, 
and repairing to Boston, with his Men, 
without particular orders from his superior 
officer. 

** Answer. No not wholly justifyable. 

" 4. Does anything appear in Evidence 



3^2 TESTIMONT AND VINDICATION. 

to the disadvantage of any of the Militia 
officers during the Expedition to Penobscot,, 
or on the retreat therefrom ? 

"Answer. No. Excepting Jonathan 
Mitchel, who by his own confession left the 
River Penobscot without leave from any 
Superior officer; and returned to North 
Yarmouth the place of his habitation. 
" All of which is humbly Submitted 
" Artemas Ward pr order. 
"Nov. 1 6, 1779. Reported to the Council." ^ 

This action was not satisfactory to 
Revere, and January 20, 1780, he again 
asked for a court-martial, when he wrote 
a letter to the ** Honorable Council of the 
Massachusetts State," in which he says: 
** Twice have I petitioned your Honors and 
once the House of Representatives for a 
Court Martial but have not obtained one. 
I believe that neither the Annals of America, 
or Old England, can furnish an Instance 
(except in despotic Reigns) where an Officer 
was put under an arrest, and he petitioned 
for a Tryal (altho the Arrest was taken off) 

' Massachusetts ArchiveSy vol. 145, p. 375. 
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that it was not granted. The complaints 
upon which my arrest was founded, are 
amongst your Honors papers, and there will 
remain an everlasting monument of my 
disgrace if I do not prove they are false ; is 
there any other legal way to prove them 
false, than by a Court-Martial;'' and he 
continues with strong reasons why a hear- 
ing should be granted him. In this same 
letter he also prays for back rations, not 
having had any since the previous June, 
except " what I drew at Penobscot. I have 
been maintaining a Family of twelve ever 
since, out of the remains of what I have 
earned by twenty years hard labor/' ^ 

The Council immediately, January 21, 
ordered the Commissary General to deliver to 
*' Lieut. Colonel Paul Revere all the back 
rations that were due to him according to the 
establishment of this States Train of Artil- 
lery to the thirteenth of January current, 
& from that time to deliver rations accord- 
ing to the resolve of the General Court 
of that date." 

* Massachusetts ArcJkiveSt vol. 176, p. 109. 
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The Council took no action upon this 
last request of Revere for a court-martial. 
But he wished to have his character vin- 
dicated by a proper tribunal and he per- 
sisted in his efforts to have such a court 
appointed. Many of his letters and petitions 
are on file in the State archives. March 
9, 1 780, he says he has " three several 
times requested the Honorable Council to 
order a Court-Martial upon him, but has 
been so unfortunate as not to obtain one^ 
for want of which he has been six months 
suffering all that Indignity which his 
Enemies, who he conceives make it a per- 
sonal affair, are pleased to impose upon 
him." 1 

A month later, April I3* the Council 
ordered a court-martial to sit on " Tuesday 
the Eighteenth day of April curr\ nine 
O'clock A. M. at the County Court House 
in Boston." Twelve captains were appointed 
to constitute the court, with Col. Edward 
Proctor — who was captain of one of the 
tea-ship guards in December, 1773, — as presi- 

' Massachusetts Archives, vol. 226, pp. 254, 255. 
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dent, and William Tudor, Esq., as judge-advo- 
cate. It was also ordered that " a return be 
made of a copy of their proceedings and 
Judgement to the Council of this State/' ^ 

For some unknown reason, this court- 
martial thus appointed and ordered was 
never convened. 

He made one more effort to have jus- 
tice rendered him in January, 1781, when 
he wrote and sent in the following petition : 

" To the Hon**^* the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Massachusetts 
State in General Court Assembled. 

" The Petition of Paul Revere who com- 
manded a Corps of Artillery in the States 
service — Sheweth — That Your Petitioner 
while in said service had a complaint pre- 
fered against him to the Hon"* Council 
by one Thomas Jeners Carnes, for miscon- 
duct on the Expedition to Penobscot ; on 
which complaint Your Petitioner was arrested 
by the Hon"* Council; two days after the 
arrest aforesaid was taken off and Your 
Petitioner ordered to attend the examination 

' Massachusetts Archives, vol. 226, pp. 256, 257. 
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of a Committee for investigating the causes 
of the failure of that Expedition ; that He as 
in duty bound attended said Committee ; and, 
as Your Petitioner understands, the report of 
said Committee, was never excepted by both 
Houses. 

" That in such a situation as must be deemed 
greivous to any Officer, Your Petitioner 
petitioned the Hon**^* Council and House of 
Representatives six different times between, 
the 6*** of Septem' 1779, and the 8*^ of March 
1780, for a Tryal by a Court-Martial, but 
did not obtain one, till about a fortnight 
before the time expired for which said Corps 
was raised. When the Hon"* Council Ordered 
a Court-Martial, and appointed Col** Edward 
Proctor President, which Court-Martial was 
never summoned by the President, and of 
course never met. The time expiring for 
which Your Petitioner was engaged ; He has 
remained ever since suffering all the indignity 
which his Enemies, who he conceives have 
made it a personal affair, are pleased to 
impose upon him. 

" Your Petitioner therefore most earnestly 
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Prays this Hon^^* Assembly, to take his case 
under consideration and Order either a Court- 
Martial, or a number of Officers, three, five, 
seven, or any number the Hon^^' Court may 
see proper, Continentals or Militia, properly 
qualified, who may enquire into his conduct 
on said expedition, and report, (all the evidence 
for and against Your Petitioner is in writing 
sworn too before the above Committee and 
now among the Hon^^* Councils papers,) that 
the truth may appear and be published to 
the World, and Your Petitioner as in duty 
bound will ever pray, &c. 

" Paul Revere. 
"Boston, Jan^ 22 1781."! 

This is endorsed " Petition Ordered to 
lie till next Sessions;" and it did lie until 
the next session, when, without further action 
of Revere's, a court-martial was appointed, 
February 19, 1782. It consisted of twelve 
captains, with Brig. General Wareham Parks 
as president, and Joshua Thomas as judge- 
advocate. The formulated charges for this 
court to act upon were, first : " For his re- 

' Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 187, p. 20. 
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fusing to deliver a certain Boat to the Order 
of General Wadsworth when upon the Retreat 
up Penobscot River from Major Bagwaduce ; " 
second, " For his leaving Penobscot River 
without Orders from his Commanding 
Officer." 

Having heard all the evidence, pro and 
con, the report closed as follows : 

" Col. Revere having closed his Defence, 
the Court after maturely deliberating on the 
whole Evidence, proceeded to make up Judge- 
ment as follows : 

" The Court find the first charge against 
Lieu* Col** Paul Revere to be supported, (to 
wit) ' his refusing to deliver a certain Boat to 
the Order of General Wadsworth when upon 
the Retreat up Penobscot River from Major 
Bagwaduce ; ' but the Court taking into con- 
sideration the suddenness of the refusal, and 
more especially that the same Boat was in 
fact employed by Lieu' Col° Revere to effect 
the Purpose ordered by the General as ap- 
pears by the General's Deposition, are of 
the Opinion, that Lieu' Col'' Paul Revere 
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be acquitted of this Charge. 

" On the second charge, the Court considers 
that the whole Army was in great Confusion, 
and so scattered and dispersed, that no 
regular Orders were or could be given, are 
of the Opinion, that Lieu'. Co^. Revere, be 
acquitted with equal Honor as the other 
Officers in the same Expedition. 

" A true Copy from the Minutes. 
" Attest. J. Thomas, Jtidge Advocate. 

*• I Approve of the Opinion of the Court 
Martial as stated in the foregoing Report." * 




Conscious of having performed every 
duty incumbent upon him, and at all times 
as became his high sense of patriotism, 
Revere determined to have his conduct upon 
this occasion passed upon by a proper tribu- 
nal. Repeated and persistent endeavor at 
last succeeded; and he had the satisfaction 
of receiving, although long put off, a thorough 
exoneration. 

' Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 172, pp. 105-112. 
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After this he performed no more military 
service during the remainder of the Revolu- 
tion, but continued his business as a gold- 
smith and engraver, which he had resumed 
when relieved in September, 1779. Septem- 
ber 14, 1 78 1, he sent a petition to the Gen- 
eral Court, in behalf of himself and other 
officers and men of the artillery corps, re- 
questing an adjustment of the amount due 
them for services, according to a resolve that 
had been passed the previous January, when 
it was ordered that they be paid in the ** new 
Emission money,'' which since that time 
" has so depreciated that were they now to 
receive it, they would not get a sixth part 
of what is their just due." In this petition 
the offer was made to loan the amount due 
them to the Commonwealth " upon the plan 
that the Continental Officers loan*d a part 
of theirs,'' stipulating only that they have the 
full amount due them and "that separate 
Notes be made out for each man's wages ; '* 
and March 2, 1782, a resolve was adopted 
directing the treasurer to comply with this 
suggestion, and fund the notes thus issued. 




••^ 




KING'S CHAPEL SILVER-WARE. 



The group of silverware on preceding page, Flag- 
on, Cup and Baptismal Basin, made by Revere, is a 
part of the Communion Service belonging to King's 
Chapel, and was sketched by Howard G. Laskey. 



TESTIMONT AND VINDICATION, 393 

according to " An Act to empower the Treas- 
urer to receive Government Securities on 
Loan to the amount of Eight hundred thou- 
sand Pounds." 

Of his military service it has been well 
said : " During all this time he might be said 
to hold the sword in one hand and the im- 
plements of mechanical trade in the other, 
and all of them subservient to the great cause 
of American liberty. Whenever anything 
new or ingenious in the mechanical line was 
wanted for the public service, the public 
looked to him for the consummation of the 
design." * 

And during his various absences on these 
campaigns, he ever had the utmost confidence 
in ** leaving his wife to direct and provide 
for his large family." ^ 

' Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 235, pp. 34, 489. 

' Annals of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Asso- 
elation^ p. 30. 

* Memorial of Paul Joseph and Edward H, /?. Reverey p. 8. 
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GUNPOWDER AND CANNON. 



The Canton Powder-Mill Rebuilt by the Provincial 
Congress — Revere Sent to Philadelphia — Letter 
OF Robert Morris — Visits Powder-Mill — Letter of 
Samuel Adams — Manufactures Gunpowder — Oversees 
Casting op Cannon for Massachusetts. 



ONE of the most important occupations 
of Revere during the early period of 
our Revolutionary struggle was the manufact- 
ure of gunpowder. As early as December 
8, 1774, a committee was appointed by the 
Provincial Congress to take into considera- 
tion the state of manufactures in the Province. 
That committee reported : ** That gunpowder 
is also an article of such importance, that 
every man among us who loves his country, 
must wish the establishment of manufactories 
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for that purpose ; and as there are the ruins 
of several powder mills, and sundry persons 
among us who are acquainted with that busi- 
ness, we do heartily recommend its encour- 
agement by repairing one or more of said 
mills, or erecting others, and renewing said 
business as soon as possible." One of the 
powder-mills then in ruins, and thus referred 
to was that of Canton ; but no definite action 
was taken concerning it until January, 1776, 
when the General Court ordered the mill to 
be rebuilt at once, instructing the committee 
"to exert themselves to hurry on this im- 
portant and necessary business without delay." 
It was begun in February, finished in May, 
and tons of powder manufactured for the use 
of the Continental army. Forty barrels, con- 
taining one hundred pounds each, were sent, 
October 20, 1777, to the Castle, for which 
Revere, as commanding officer at that time, 
gave his receipt to Major Crane, superinten- 
dent of the powder-mill. 1 

* Daniel T. V. Huntoon, in "The Powder-mill in Canton.'* in 
New England Historic and Genealogical Register y for July, 1877, 
states that this mill was blown to atoms October 31, 1779. 
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But before this Canton mill was revived, 
and at a time when the only powder-mill in 
operation was near Philadelphia, the Provin- 
cial Congress then in session, sent Paul 




Rbverb's Powdbr-Proof.* 

' Used at the Canton mill for trial of gun powder. Drawn 
by Laskey from a photograph taken by William Bacon Revere 
(son of the late John Revere), now in charge of the Revere 
Copper Compan^r's works at Canton, Maes. 
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Revere to that city to learn the art, that he 
might be enabled to manufacture it and sup- 
ply the troops. This was at the time of the 
journey to Philadelphia for which the certifi- 
cate was issued that is printed on page 236. 
The Committee of the Provincial Con- 
gress wrote him the following letter of in- 
structions : 

"Watertown, Nov' 10*** 1775. 
" M^ Paul Revere 

" As you are bound to Philadelphia, where 
powder mills are Erected, and the manufact- 
uring powder Carried on with Considerable 
dispatch, and advantage, you are desired to 
make the following Enquiries, and possess 
yourself as far as you Can of the Knowledge 
of making powder. Viz : Obtain an Exact 
plan of the best Constructed 
powder mill, the Quantity of 
powder that may be made in 
One day in said mill, the 
Expence of the powder mill, 
& Whether a person Can be 
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Obtained, who is well skilled 
in manufacturing powder, and 
the Expense of said man p*" 
ann**. 

" You are also desired to apply to the 
Hon** John Hancock Esq' and the Other 
members of the Continental Congress belong * 
to this Colony who are desired to assist you 
in these Enquiries. 

"By Order of the Comm*^ 
appointed to Enquire into & 
report the best and most 
Expeditious methods of Erect- 
ing powder mills, and manuft' 
powder in the Colony. 

"A: Orne 

p' order." ^ 

After arriving at Philadelphia, and upon 
application to members of Congress, the fol- 
lowing letter was written introducing him to 
the proprietor of a powder-mill: 

' From iaxnily papers, and was endorsed ** Order to proceed 
to Phil, about Powder mill, 1775." 
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" Philad'' Nov' 21st 1775 
"Mr Oswell Eve 
" Sir 
" I am requested by some honorable Mem- 
bers of the Congress to recommend the bearer 
hereof Mr Paul Revere to you. He is just 
arrived from New England where it is dis- 
covered they can Manufacture a good deal of 
Salt Petre in consequence of which they 
desire to erect a Powder Mill & Mr. Revere 
has been pitched upon to gain instruction & 
knowledge in this branch. A Powder Mill, 
in New England cannot in the least degree 
affect your manufacture nor be of any dis- 
advantage to you, therefore these Gentl" and 
Myself hope you will cheerfully & frofn Pub- 
lic Spirited motives give Mr Revere such 
information as will enable him to construct 
the business on his return home. I shall be 
glad of any opportunity to approve Myself 
^*Sir 
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•' P. S. Mr. Revere will desire 
to see the Construction of your 
mill & I hope you will gratify 
him in that point. 

*' I heartily join with Mr. Morris in his 
Request and am with great Respect 
" Your very hble Servant 




^d^^l^ 



^k«y^ 



Notwithstanding he was supplied with all 
of these endorsements, the proprietor of the 
powder-mill absolutely refused to allow him 
any facilities for acquiring the necessary in- 
formation, giving him no instructions in the 
process of manufacture, only allowing him to 

' From family papers. 
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pass through the premises and learn what he 
might by such observation. This he did, 
and returned to Massachusetts. So closely 
did he observe, however, that, with the aid of 
his knowledge of chemical laws and familiarity 
with practical mechanics, he was enabled, 
even with this slight inspection, to begin the 
manufacture and supply of gunpowder, as 
soon as the mill at Canton could be made 
ready .^ 

That he received some aid in the con- 
struction of this mill is indicated by the 

* Two years later he seems to have had some material of his 
own on hand, as will be seen by the following petition 
written while he was in command at Castle William : 

** Boston, Decemr 14, 1778 
** The Petition of Paul Revere, sheweth that Your Petioner hath 
about Eight hundd Weight of Gun Powder Dust, which He 
wants made into Powder; And there being no other mill near 
Boston, but that belonging to the State, He therefore Prays, that 
Your Honors would grant leave to Thomas Crane, Esqr., Keeper 
of Said mill, to make the above dust into Powder. Your Petitioner 
paying a reasonable consideration therefor. He as in duty bound 
will ever Pray 

** Paul Revere. 
** Honble Council of Massachusetts State " — Massachusetts Arck- 
ivesy vol. 174, p. 608. The Council, on the same day, ordered the 
prayer of the petitioner to be granted. 
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following letter from Samuel Adams found 
among the family papers. A portion of the 
letter has been torn off and lost. 

" Philad'' Dec' 23 177 
" My Dear Sir 

" I now enclose a Plan of a Pow 
mill which M' Wisner was kind enoug 
draft at my Request. If it will be of 
Service to you it will give me great Plea 
I have not time to add more than th 
am with great Sincerity 

** Your Friend 

"Sam^ Ada 
-M" Paul Revere." 

Soon after the manufacture of gunpowder 
was established in Massachusetts, he per- 
formed another important function in the 
overseeing of the casting of cannon, as will 
be seen by the two following documents 
found among the family papers: 

"War Office, Dec. 28, 1776. 
" Order'd 

" That M' Thompson use what Stuff he 
has in Possession belonging to this State 
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SO far as is necessary for casting the brass 
Cannon under the Direction of Col**. Revere. 

" A true Copy from y* minutes. 
" Per order J' Swan Sec^. P. I." 

" War Office Feb^ 28, 1777. 
"CoL** Revere 

" Your Orders are to proceed to Titicut 
make Enquiry how they go on in the cast- 
ing of Brass & Iron Cannon at the State 
Furnace under Direction of Mess" Maruguelle 
& Orr. If practicable attend the proveing 
of the Iron & brass Cannon finished, & 
desire all effective Cannon that are proved 
mi:y be sent to Boston immediately. Enquire 
also what Col** Orr has or is like to do 
about the 5 Tons 18 pound Shott order'd 
to Providence, & give such further Direc- 
tion in that Business as may be necessary. 
You are also directed to apply to the proper 
P^orges for a Qty of Tyre Iron, agreeable 
to pattern for 'vhich the legal price will be 
paid upon delivery at Boston or Salem 
sent immediately. Also to desire Col** Orr 
to send forward all the Shott he has ready. 



GUNPOWDER AND CANNON 4^7 

To inform him we have dispatch'd a num- 
ber of Vessells for pig Iron agreeable to 
Encouragement given him by a Com*' of 
this Board. Enquire also about Star Shot. 
If not cast let them all be 4lb. Shott. 

" Purchase Cast Boxes for 
the Field Carriages. 

" By order of the Board 
" Sam. a. Otis Pres. Pro Tern. 

This order is endorsed in lead pencil : 

"Tuesday, 12 O'clock. 
" Friend Orr 

" I send this that you may see what my 
Business is 

"Paul Revere.'' 
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REVOLUTIONARY MONEY. 



Provincial Congress Orders Colony Notes — Contract 
WITH Revere — Plates Engraved and Notes Printed at 
Watertown — His Bill for Same — Other Issues Ordered 
— Sword-in-Hand Money — Engraves Money Plates for 
Continental Congress — Massachusetts State Seals 
Engraved by Revere. 



ON the 3d of May, 1775, the Provincial 
Congress, then assembled at Water- 
town, empowered the treasurer to borrow 
one hundred thousand pounds, and issue 
colony securities for the same, payable 
June I, 1777, with interest at six per centum 
per annum ; detailing the form in which the 
notes should be issued. On the same day 
a committee was elected, consisting of '' Hon. 
Samuel Dexter, Esq. Doct. Joseph Warren 
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and Mr. Moses Gill," to procure a copper- 
plate for printing these colony notes, and 
to countersign them. This committee made 
a contract with Paul Revere to carry out 
these arrangements. He not only engraved 




Silver Brazier, made by Rkvere. ' 

the plates in due time, but made a press 
and printed the notes, which he duly delivered 
to the committee. These plates were en- 

' This brazier is the property of Mr. D. F. Appleton, of New 
York City. By the kindness of Mr. J. P. Howard, of Messrs. 
Howard & Co., 264 Fifth Avenue, N. Y., a photograph was taken 
from which the above sketch was made. 
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graved and the notes printed in a cham- 
ber of John Cook's house in Watertown, 
in whose family some of the officers of the 
American army boarded during the siege 
of Boston. This house is still standing. 




Cook's House at Watertown. 



On the 8th of July Congress passed a 
resolve, ** That there be paid out of the 
public treasury, the sum of twelve shillings 
to Mr. John Cook, for the use that Mr. 
Paul Revere made of his house, whilst he 
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was striking off the colony notes therein." 
As the notes ordered May 3 were not 
to be of a less denomination than ^4, Con- 
gress voted, on the 20th of the same month, 
to empower the treasurer to issue smaller 
ones for the army, called soldier's notes, of 
six, nine, ten, twelve, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, 
eighteen and twenty shillings ; four thousand 
three hundred and thirty-three of each denom- 
ination ; a total of ;^26,ooo.^ 

So urgent was the demand for this money 
that a vote was passed June 3, ordering 
Capt. Isaac Stone to apply to Mr. Revere 
and desire him to " attend to the business of 

• They were to be of this form : 

Colony op Massachusetts Bay. 
No. May 25, 1775. 

The possessor of this shall be entitled to receive, out 
of the public treasury of this Colony, the sum of shillings 

lawful money, on the twenty-fifth day of May, A. d. 1776, with 
interest, at the rate of six per cent, per annum ; and this note 
shall be received in all payments at the treasury, at any time 
after the date hereof, for the principal sum, without interest, 
if so paid before the said 25th day of May, a. d. 1776. 

Receiver General. 
Which notes shall be received in all payments in this 
Colony, and no discount, or abatement shall be made thereon, 
in any payment, trade, or exchange. 
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Stamping the notes for the soldiers, all the 
ensuing night, if he can, and to finish them 
with the greatest dispatch possible ; '' and 
Capt. Bragdon and Col, Thompson were 
appointed a committee to attend Mr. Revere, 
night and day, alternately, until all the notes 
were furnished. A messenger was also sent 
to Major Fuller asking him to countersign 
them as fast as prepared. 

A few days later, June 21 a committee was 
ordered to wait upon Mr. Revere, and desire 
him to take great care " that he does not leave 
his engraving press exposed, when he is ab- 
sent from it ; '' and the same committee was 
directed to see that the plates were placed in 
possession of the Congress as soon as the 
notes were struck off. Revere rendered his 
bill for the work done in accordance with 
the vote of May 3, as follows: 

The Colony of the Massachusetts Bay 
5775 To Paul Revere Dr. 

june» To Engraving four Copper plates 1 £24.0. 

for Colony Noets at £6 each j 

To printing 14,500 Impressions 

at £3, 6, 8 pr Thousand £48, 6, 8. 

£72, 6, 8.* 
* Massackuseits Archives^ vol. 157, p. 477. 
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On this account the following report was 

made : '* The Committee Appointed to Take 

under Consideration the Ace" of M' Paul 

Revere have attended that Service and Report 

by Way of Resolve. In Provincial Congress 

Watertown June 29*** 1775. Resolved 

that there be paid Oute of the Publick 

Trea^ to M' Paul Revere in Colony Notes 

Sixty Eight pound Six Shilling and Eight 

pence in full for four Copper plates and 

Engraving the same and Printing fourteen 

thousand five Hundred Impressions for the 

Use of the Colony and the Rec' Gen^ is 

Directed to pay the Same. 

''W^ Clarke."^ 

This report was not accepted, and July 
I, a vote was passed paying him fifty pounds, 
in full, for engraving these four plates and 
printing the 14,500 impressions. 

Other issues for the supply of the treasury 
were ordered at different times by the 
Provincial Congress, and arrangements made 
with Revere for printing the same, at the 
rate of six shillings for each hundred sheets 

' Massachusetts Archives, vol. 157, p. 482. 
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struck off, "provided said Revere find ink, 
and house room, and procure suitable paper, 
the colony paying only the prime cost of 
said paper." The following autograph receipt 
on account of this paper is in possession 
of the family of the late Mr. John Revere, 
of Canton. 

" Watertown, 1 775. 

" Rec'd of Paul Revere thirty-eight Pounds 
two shillings & eight pence on account of 
the Paper for making money for the Colony 
of the Massachusetts Bay. 

"^38, 2, 8. Daniel Vose.'' 

Another bill as rendered for work done was 
as follows: 

1775. The Colony of the Massachusetts Bay 

July. TO Paul Revere Dr 

To printing 2000 sheets of Soldiers Notes 

6 I pr Hudd £6 ., o ,, o 

17. To two Reams of Paper at 18 | i ,, 16 ,, o 

To Printing 1000 Colony Notes at 6 | 3 ,, o ,, o 

Errors Except*! £10 ,, 16 ,, o 

Paul RevkreJ 

When the first General Court of Massa- 
chusetts assembled, in August, this bill was 

• Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 206, p 294. 
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approved and ordered to be paid in full, 
with the concurrence of the Council ; and 




Revere's Pistols. ^ 



a further issue of ;^ 100,000 in paper money 
was authorized. This came to be known 

' Drawn by Howard G. Laskey, from a photograph taken by 
William Bacon Revere. The pistols are now in possession of 
the Revere family at Canton, Mass. 
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as the ** sword in hand money," because it 
was ordered to have on the back of each 
bill the figure of an American with a 
sword in his right hand, with the following 
inscription suspended therefrom : " Ense 
Petit Placidam Sub Libertate Qutetem;'' 
and from his left hand, " Magna Charta," on 
a scroll ; around the figure were these words : 
" Issued in defence of American liberty." 
His bill for this issue was as follows: 

1775 The Colony of the Massachusetts to Paul Revere Dr. 

October 

17th To Printing 160,000 Bills at id 1-2 each 1 £ 

Old Tenor, According to agreement / 133 ,, 6 ,, 8 * 

Other bills of different dates were rendered 
and paid for work done in issuing these 

^ This was endorsed as follows : 

♦* WaTERTOWN Octr yc 17th 1775 

"This may Certifie that we the Subscribers a Committee to 

Inspect the Press, have Reced of one Paul Revere Twenty 

Thousand Sheets of Bills = amounting to ye Sum of one Hundd 

Thousand Pounds which is Eight bills to a Sheet. 

B. Whiter 
Jon Webster !• Committee " 
Daniel BragdonJ 

This "sword in hand money" was engraved on the back 
of his " View of Boston " plate, which is now in the Secretary of 
State's office at the State House; as is also his "Boston 
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notes ; and in December the following agree- 
ment was entered into: 

"Watertown Dec"' 8, 1775. 
" I, the Subscriber agree to Engrave the 
Plates & make the necessary alterations in 
the same, and Print the number of Bills 
the Hon**^\ House of Representa*. shall or- 
der, for the sum of one penny half penny, 
old Tenor, each Bill, and finde the Paper, 
and all the materials, the paper to be equal 
to the last Emmission. As the alteration 
& engraving will not require so much work 
as the last, I agree to alow thirty shillings 
L. Money, out of the whole. 

'* Paul Revere. 

** Memorandum. 

"The Paper for the last, cost me Six 
dollars a Rheam, when I did not expect 
to give but four, which made 44 dollars 
odds, the Committee of the House ordered 
the paper to be made, & did not agree for 

Massacre," *' Harvard College," and other plates, all of which 
were utilized for the same purpose, for different issues of Pro- 
vincial money. 
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the price, & I was obliged to pay the paper 
maker his demand. " ^ 

The next day the House of Representa- 
tives passed a resolve " that the two pair 
of Copper plates now in the keeping of s^ 
Receiver General be delivered to W Paul 
Revere Engraver . . and that he be 
directed to proceed with all expedition in 
the cutting or engraving a new sett of 
plates for the Striking off Bills of Public 
Credit to the amount of Seventy-five thou- 
sand pounds." 2 

When the second Continental Congress- 
met in Philadelphia, May lo, 1775, one of 
their first acts was to authorize the issuing 
"a sum not exceeding two millions of 
Spanish milled dollars," "by the Congress 
in bills of credit for the defence of America;" 
and that " the twelve confederated colonies 
[Georgia was not then represented] be pledged 
for the redemption of the bills of credit 
now directed to be emitted. This was June 

Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 13S, p. 271. 
* Massachusetts Archivesy vol. 207, p. 254. 
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22. A committee, of which John Adams 
and Benjamin Franklin were members, was 
appointed to procure the plates and super- 
intend the printing of the bills. The plates 
were engraved by Revere. The paper used 
was so thick that the British called it " the 
pasteboard currency of the rebels." ^ 




Colony Seal, made by Revere. 



The seal used by the Colony from 1775 
to 1780 was engraved by Revere, as will 
be seen by an item from one of his bills 

* Cyclopcedia of United States History^ by Dr. Benson J. 
Lossing, p. 320. 
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rendered for printing the Colony notes, under 
date of August 29, 1775. 

To Engraving a Colony Seal 3 ,, o 

To Silver for the Seal 50X. 5 i „ H '» >o* 

When Massachusetts became a State a 
new seal was ordered, as follows : 

" Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
"In Council December i3^\ 1780. 

** Ordered that Nathan Cushing esq'' be 
a Committee to prepare a Seal for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts . — who re- 
ported a Device for a Seal for said Com- 
monwealth as follows — viz. Sapphire^ an 
Indian dressed in his shirt, moggosins, 
belted proper — in his right hand a bow 



This money was issued in the following denominations: 



49'«» 


bills of 8 dollars 


each $392,000 


49.«» 


.. " 7 


343»ooo 


49.«» 


.» - 6 


*' 294,000 


49,000 


.. .. ^ 


245,000 


49»ooo 


" - 4 - 


*' 196,000 


49.000 


*' * 3 


147,000 


49.000 


.. ^ 


98,000 


49>ooo 


.t 44 J 


49,000 


11,800 


(« t»20 


'* 236,000 


103,800 


5^2.000,000 



* Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 173, p. 11. 
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Topaz — in his left an arrow, its point toward 
the base — of the second on the Dexter 
side of the indian's head, a Star. Pearl 
for one of the United States of America. — 
Cresty on a wreath a dexter arm cloathed 
& ruffled proper, grasping a broad sword, 
the Pommel & hilt Topaz — with this motto, 
— * Ense petit placidam sub Libertate qui- 
etem ' — And around the Seal, * Sigillum rei- 
publicae Massachusettensis. ' 

" Advised that the said Report be 
accepted as the Arms of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. 

" True Copy of Record 
"Attest John Avery Sec^"i 

Revere made the seal, which is still in 
use, and his bill was as follows : 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts to Paul Revere, Dr. 
To Engraving a Seal £900 — o — o 

Boston, Decern. 23d 1780 Paul Revere. 

In Council Feby. 2, 1781 Rd & Advised 
that a Wt be drawn on the Treasury for £15 
new Emission in full Discharge of this Acco. Jno. Avery Sey.' 

* Family papers. 

* Massachusetts Archives^ vol. 177, p. 332. The Council had 
said on face of the bill, ** Deduct £300," leaving it *' £600 or 
£8 hard money, equal to £15 New Emission." 
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OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES AND TRADES. 



On Committee of Correspondence — On Committee to 
Report Names of ** Enemies of this Continent " — To Pre- 
pare A List for Draft — To Wait on General Washington 
— A FiREWARD — Practices Dentistry — Aids in Identify- 
ing Body of Dr. Warren — His Advertisement — Makes 
Picture Frames — Engraves Dies for Coins and Medals. 



ON the 13^*" of February, 1776, the Gen- 
eral Court of Massachusetts instituted 
the " Committee of Correspondence," to act 
in the several towns, passing a preamble 
and two resolutions : a portion of the first 
resolve was : '* That the several Towns in 
the Colony be and hereby are directed and 
empowered at their Annual Town Meet- 
ing in March, to choose by written Votes 
of such as are qualified by law to Vote 
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for Representatives, or in Town Affairs, 
such a number of the Freeholders, Inhabi- 
tants of said Towns respectively as they 
shall think proper, whose Principles are 
known to be friendly to the Rights and 
Liberties of America, to serve as a Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, Inspection and 
Safety, for the year next ensuing/' 

After the evacuation of Boston by the 
British troops and loyalists, a town meet- 
ing " Assembled at the Old Brick Meeting 
House on Fryday the 29 Day of March Anno 
Domini 1776," when, "the said Votes being 
brought in and sorted, it appeared that The 
Hon^^^ Samuel Adams Esq. The Hon"* John 
Hancock Esq. Joseph Greenleaf Esq. (resigns) 
Nathaniel Appleton Esq. Oliver Wendell Esq. 
M^ William Dennie, Richard Boynton Esq. 
Cap\ William Mackey, Nathaniel Barber Esq. 
John Bradford Esq. M^ William Powell, Caleb 
Davis Esq. William Cooper, M'. John Sweet- 
ser, John Brown Esq. John Pitts Esq. M'. 
Edward Church, Cap'. Isaac Phillips. Thomas 
Crafts Esq. Cap'. Edward Proctor, Cap*. John 
Pulling, Major Paul Revere, M". Peter Boyer, 
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Major Abiel Ruddock, M'. Thomas Hitch- 
burne, Perez Morton Esq. Benjamin Hitch- 
burne Esq. were chose a Committee of Corre- 
spondence, Inspection and Safety for the Year 
ensuing." ^ 

On May 7 it was " Voted that Cap\ William 
Mackey, Cap^ John Pulling, M'. William 
Powell, Maj' Paul Revere, M'. Thomas Hitch- 
bume, Caleb Davis Esq., Cap^ Isaac Phillips 
be and hereby are appointed a Sub Commit- 
tee to Collect the names of all Persons who 
have in any manner acted against or opposed 
the Rights and Liberties of this Country or who 
have signed or voted any Addres to General 
Gage approving his errand to this Colony, or 

* At this same meeting of the '* Freeholders and other In- 
habitants of the Town of Boston " it was voted that " Thomas 
Crafts Esq. Col. Thomas Marshall Major Paul Reviere be a 
Comittee to wait on General Washington, & to acquaint him 
that it is the Desire of the Town, that the Four Pieces of 
Cannon which are in the Continental Train of Artillery, & 
belonging to the Town of Boston, may not be carried out of 
this Colony, if his Excellency should apprehend the general 
Interestofthe Colony will permit their remaining here." Revere 
was chosen one of the sixteen firewards for the ensuing year, 
at this same meeting. — Report of Record Commissioners, vol. i8, 
p. 338. 
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his Administration since the dissolution of the 
General Court at Salem in 1774. — or to 
Governor Hutchinson after the arrival of 
General Gage or to General How, or who 
have signed or promoted any Association for 
Joining or assisting the Enemies of this Con- 
tinent ; and of such as have fled from this 
Colony to or with the British Army, Fleet 
or elsewhere together with their respective 
Crimes and Evidences or Depositions, which 
may be procured to prove the same agreeable 
to a Resolve of the General Court of this 
Colony bearing date April 19, 1776." 

At a session of this Committee in the 
Council Chamber, July 21, it was "Voted, 
that Major Reveire, Maj' Barber, Cap^ Proc- 
tor, Cap' Pulling, M' Boyer & M' Mourton 
be a Committee to prepare a List of suitable 
Persons to be draughted, in case of any fail- 
ure in the Inlistment of the same to be Re- 
ported to this Committee.'* 

The transactions of this Committee for a 
period of six months, beginning May 7, 1776, 
taken from the original record-book in the 
archives of the City of Boston, are printed in 
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the New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register, for 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879 and 1880. 
In some " Reminiscences Relating to Gen- 
eral Warren and Bunker Hill," communicated 
by General William H. Sumner to the New 
England Historical and Genealogical Register 
for April, 1858, the fact is stated that after 
the evacuation of Boston by the British, in 
March, 1776, the friends of Gen. Warren 
were informed where he had been buried " in 
the grave with a person with a frock on." 
The body was exhumed in the presence of 
two brothers of Dr. Warren, who were per- 
fectly satisfied as to its identity. Gen. Sum- 
ner says : " If stronger evidence of its identity 
were wanting, that afforded by Col. Revere, 
who set the artificial tooth, and who recollected 
the wire he used in fastening it in, would 
afford it." This shows that Paul Revere had 
followed still another trade about which but 
little has been known. The following com- 
munication to the Boston Daily Advertiser, 
of September 17, j 881, by Dr. Samuel Abbott 
Green, gives testimony on the subject of his 
connection with this branch of his business: 
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" Paul Revere and . Early Dentistry in 
Boston. 

" The following advertisement is printed in 
the supplement to The Bostcni Gazette and 
Country Journal of September 19, 1768, and 
would seem to show that Paul Revere at a 
very early period practiced the rudiments of 
dentistry, though it does not appear that 
he filled dental cavities. He was at this 
time a young man just beginning to make 
a reputation as an engraver, while still 
following his trade as a goldsmith : — 

" * Whereas many Persons are so unfor- 
tunate as to lose their Fore-Teeth by Acci- 
dent, and otherways, to their great Detri- 
ment, not only in Looks, but speaking both 
in Public and Private : — This is to inform 
all such, that they may have them re-placed 
with artificial Ones, that looks as well as 
the Natural, & answers the End of Speak- 
ing to all Intents, by PAUL REVERE, 
Goldsmith, near the Head of Dr. Clarke's 
Wharf, Boston. 

" * *^* All Persons who have had false 
Teeth fixt by Mr. John Baker, Surgeon- 



lej 
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Dentist, and they have got loose (as they 
will in Time) may have them fastened by 
the above, who learnt the Method of fixing 
them from MR. BAKER/ ^ 

" Mr. Baker had practiced dentistry in 
Boston a year and a half before this time, 
as appears by his advertisement in the 
Massachusetts Gazette and Boston News- 
Letter of January 22, 1767. It is as follows : 

"'JOHN BAKER, 

'*' Surgeon Dentist 

* * Begs leave to take this method of inform- 
ing the Public, That he shall leave this 
Place in Twenty Days at farthest: — That 
those who are disposed to apply to him 
may not be disappointed. 

" ' He also begs Leave to express his Grati- 
tude for the Favours he has received while 
in Boston ; and hopes that those who doubted 
of the Safety of his Art from its Novelty in 

* Such items as these are of frequent occurrence in his Day- 
book: ** Apr. 19, 1771. Mr. Samuel Hewes to Paul Revere, Dr. 
To Fastening teeth, 38." ** March 5, 1774. Mr. John Joy Dr. 
To Cleaning your teeth & one pot Dentrifice o. 4. 6." 
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this Country, are now convinced of its Safety 
and Usefulness. 

jjg°* ** ' Until he Leaves this Town he con- 
tinues at Mr. Joshua Brackett's in School- 
Street; where he will be ready to serve the 
Publick in his Profession. 

** ' *^* His Dentrifice, with proper Direc- 
tions for preserving the Teeth and Gums, will 
be to be had at Mrs. Eustis's near the Town 
House, after he has left the Town. N. B, 
Each Pot is sealed with his Coat of Arms, 
as in the Margin of the Directions, to pre- 
vent Fraud.' 

" Mr. Baker was probably an Englishman, 
as no American would have used his coat- 
of-arms in the margin of his * Directions * ; 
and he may without doubt be considered, 
in point of time, the first dentist in Boston. 
Two or three years afterward a Mr. Ham- 
ilton, of London, established himself here as 
a surgeon-dentist ; and he advertised in the 
Boston Gazette, August 14, 1769, to *set' 
teeth at two dollars each. 

"S. A. G." 
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July 30, 1770, Revere had the follow- 
ing advertisement in the same paper, the 
Boston Gazette and Country Journal : 

" ARTIFICIAL-TEETH. 
** Paul Revere, 

TAKES this Method of returning his 
most Sincere Thanks to the Gen4:lemen 
and Ladies who have employed him in the 
care of their Teeth he would now inform 
them and all others, who are so unfortunate 
as to lose their Teeth by accident or other- 
ways, that he still continues the Business 
of a Dentist, and flatters himself that from 
the Experience he has had these Two Years 
(in which Time he has fixt some Hundreds 
of Teeth) that he can fix them as well as 
any Surgeon-Dentist who ever came from 
London, he fixes them in such a Manner 
that they are not only an Ornament, but of 
real Use in Speaking and Eating : He cleanses 
the Teeth and will wait on any Gentleman 
or Lady at their Lodgings, he may be spoke 
with at his Shop opposite Dr. Clark's at 
the North End, where the Gold and Silver- 
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smith's Business is carried on in all its 
Branches." ^ 

That Revere made picture-frames, still 
another industry, is shown by the following 
from Mr. Augustus T. Perkins' memoir of 
John Singleton Copley: "There was Paul 
Revere, always a friend of Copley; when 
he returned from Fort Edward and resigned 
his commission as a Lieutenant of Artillery, 
he established himself as an engraver. He 
made an engraving on copper from a por- 
trait of the Rev. Dr. Mayhew, and was cel- 
ebrated for his political caricatures. He cer- 
tainly designed almost all the solid wooden 
frames that surround Copley's pictures at the 
present time." In Revere's day-book are many 
charges for frames made for Copley.^ 

That he made and engraved dies for coins 
and medals is evident. Items like this appear 
in his day-book as early as 1764: "Joseph 
Cordis, To a Gold Medal." Mr. William S. 
Appleton, in describing one of the patterns 

* Edes & Gill's charge for this insertion was *• 48." 

• Extracts from this day-book are printed in Proceedings of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society iov Ocioher^ 1870, p. 391. 
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of a proposed coinage of copper for the State 
of Massachusetts, {01776, says: " Nothing is 
known of its origin, but it has naturally 
been said to be the work of Paul Revere ; " ^ 
and in a note he says : " Revere is one of 
the few persons of the time, who can be 
considered competent to have done such work, 
so far as we know." -^ 

* Proceedings of ike Massachusetts Historical Society for 1870, 
p. 294. 

« MS. letter, January 20, 1886. 
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ADOPTION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

MSSTIKGS AT THE GrBEN DrAGON — HEADQUARTERS OF 

THE Revolution — North End Mechanics — Resolutions 
Adopted — State Convention — Daniel Webster's Speeches 
AT Pittsburgh and Andover — His Tribute to Reverb — 
Constitution Adopted — Great Rejoicings — Two Let- 
ters FROM Fisher Ames. 



IN January, 1788, while the people of 
Massachusetts were agitated over the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution, important 
meetings of the shipwrights and other arti- 
sans of Boston were held at the Green 
Dragon Tavern, at which Revere presided.^ 
Resolutions were passed setting forth the 
importance of its adoption, with a view of 

* •• This was the place of meeting of the Whig caucuses before 
the Revolution. Gen. Warren, particularly, was in the habit of 
attending these meetings. There they met Paul Revere and the 
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influencing the convention, which was com- 
posed of delegates from different parts of 
the State. This convention met in the meet- 
ing-house on Federal Street. Daniel Web- 
ster, in his speech at Pittsburgh, July 8, 
1833, speaks of the state of affairs at that 
time, and of Revere's connection with the 
matter in the following manner: "It so 
happened. Gentlemen, that at that time much 
was thought to depend on Massachusetts ; 
several States had already agreed to the 
Constitution ; if her convention adopted it, 
it was likely to go into operation. This 
gave to the proceedings of that convention an 
intense interest, and the country looked with 
trembling anxiety for the result. That result 
was for a long time doubtful. The conven- 
tion was known to be almost equally divided ; 
and down to the very day and hour of the 
final vote, no one could predict, with any 
certainty, which side would preponderate. 
It was under these circumstances, and at this 

bold mechanic Whigs of the North End to arrange such execu- 
tive movements as might be required from time to time." — Life 
of John Collins Warren^ by Edward Warren, vol. i, p. 219. 
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crisis, that the tradesmen of the town of 
Boston, in January, 1788, assembled at the 
Green Dragon tavern, the place where the 
Whigs of the Revolution, in its early stages, 
had been accustomed to assemble. They re- 
solved, that, in their opinion, if the Constitu- 
tion be adopted, ' trade and navigation would 
revive and increase, and employ and subsis- 
tence be afforded to many of their townsmen, 
then suffering for the want of the necessaries 
of life ; ' and that, on the other hand, should 
it be rejected, ' the small remains of commerce 
yet left would be annihilated; the various 
trades and handicrafts dependent thereon 
decay ; the poor be increased, and many worthy 
and skilful mechanics compelled to seek employ 
and subsistence in strange lands.' These 
resolutions were carried to the Boston dele- 
gates in the convention, and placed in the 
hands of Samuel Adams. That great and 
distinguished friend of American liberty, it 
was feared, might have doubts about the new 
Constitution. Naturally cautious and saga- 
cious, it was apprehended he might fear the 
practicability, or the safety, of a general gov- 
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ernment. He received the resolutions from 
the hands of Paul Revere, a brass-founder by 
occupation, a man of sense and character, and 
of high public spirit, whom the mechanics of 
Boston ought never to forget.^ * How many 
mechanics,' said Adams, ' were at the Green 
Dragon when these resolutions were passed ? ' 




Sign of the Green Dragon Tavern. 

* More, Sir,' was the reply * than the Green 
Dragon could hold.' * And where were the 
rest, Mr. Revere ? ' ' In the streets. Sir,' ' And 
how many were in the streets ? ' * More, Sir, 
than there are stars in the sky.' " 

* These resolutions were carried to the convention by a pro- 
cession, Revere marching at its head. 
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Again in 1843, in his speech at Andover, 
Webster alluded to the same subject : " This 
state of things continued till 1788, when the 
Massachusetts Convention to consider the Con- 
stitution was held in Boston. Some of the 
most eminent persons who have shed lustre 
on the State were members of that Conven- 
tion, and many of them, as is well known, 
felt great doubts about adopting the Consti- 
tution. Among these were two individuals, 
none other than John Hancock and Samuel 
Adams, the proscribed patriots. But the 
energy, determination, perseverance, and ear- 
nestness of the mechanics and tradesmen of 
Boston influenced even these wise and great 
men, and tended to, and did, in an eminent 
degree, contribute to the ratification of the 
Constitution. Any man will see this, who 
will look into the public transactions of that 
day. There was a particular set of resolu- 
tions, founded on this very idea of favoring 
home productions, full of energy and decision, 
passed by the mechanics of Boston. And 
where did the mechanics of Boston meet to 
pass them ? Full of the influence of these 
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feelings, they congregated at the headquar- 
ters of the Revolution. I see, waving among 
the banners before me, that of the old Green 
Dragon. It was there, in Union Street, that 
John Gray, Paul Revere, and others of their 
class met for consultation. There, with ear- 
nestness and enthusiasm, they passed their 
resolutions. . . The resolutions had their 
effect. The Constitution was established, and 
a universal burst of joy from all classes, nier- 
chants, manufacturers, and mechanics, pro- 
claimed the exultation of the people at the 
thrice happy event." 

In this same speech, in speaking of the 
state of commerce, trade and manufactures, 
as existing in 1785, three years before, he 
said : ** The artisans, with Paul Revere ^ and 
John Gray at their head, next addressed 
themselves to the mechanics in various parts 
of the State, setting forth the fatal conse- 

* ** Paul Revere, a distinguished mechanic . . who organ- 
ized and headed this powerful and respectable interest, in resis- 
tance to the aggressions of the British crown during the thrilling 
and memorable epoch of our Rerolutionary struggle." (Dr. Val- 
entine Mott in Memoir of Dr» yohn Revere ^ the youngest son of 
Paul.) 
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quences to their interests, not only of im- 
portations in British vessels, but of impor- 
tations of foreign goods, free of tax, in any 
vessels whatever. They petitioned Governor 
Bowdoin and the . Legislature for relief, by 
the establishment of imposts." 

When the Constitution was adopted, fes- 
tivities and entertainments of various kinds 
were held, including a procession of the arts 
and trades, to which Revere lent his active 
influence. 

Recent writers deny that Samuel Adams 
was opposed to the adoption of the Con- 
stitution ; ^ affirming that he delayed giving 
in his adhesion simply from desire to gain 
n^ore light on the subject; and George Ban- 
croft says in reference to the same : " He 
never was opposed to the constitution ; he 
only waited to make up his mind. " ^ 

Among them Rev. Edward G. Porter, D. D. » in his address on 
^^ Samuel Adams " at the "Old South Church," October 26, 
-034, and Prof. James K. Hosmer in his •' Samuel Adams" in 
^c American Statemasn Series. 

* Private letter to Prof. James K. Hosmer. 
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Soon after this time these two letters were 
received from Fisher Ames : 

"New York April 26 1789. 
"Sir 

" You are entirely safe in the confidence 
that you will be aided by my good wishes 
and good opinion. For I have no doubt you 
would discharge in a satisfactory manner any 
office which should require activity fidelity 
& capacity. I am no stranger to your ser- 
vices and zeal on the side of liberty, and 
in my mind that sort of merit will greatly sup- 
port the claims of the candidate who can plead 
it. The number of expectants however will 
be considerable, and many have merit and 
powerfull patronage. You are well informed 
that as a member of the house, I have no 
vote in appointment, but* I will mention your 
wishes to Mr. Strong and perhaps you will 
think it prudent to ask Mr. Breck to write 
in your favor to Mr. Dalton. Having no 
legal & direct concern in the appointments 
[torn] afraid that I have come un [torn] 
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engagements to any one with th [torn] this 
for you & your familys prosperity, 
[torn] "with due regard y' very hble 

[Address] " Paul Revere, Esq. 
[Franked] "free Boston/' 

"F. Ames." 

" Philad^ Jan^ 24 1791. 
" Dear Sir 

"You wish to be informed in regard to 
the business of a National Mint. It is very 
desirable to have a national coinage. Our 
coinage, in particular, is liable to such abuses 
as no Government ought to suffer — But if 
the new Congress should not be called 
together in March next, which is more probable 
than that it will, the time will not admit 
of our finishing that business. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has not made a Report 
upon it, tho we expect it very soon — The 
Secretary of State in one of his Reports 
has advised having the . coinage under the 
immediate direction of Gov^ and recommends 
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a man who probably would be employed — 
However your known ingenuity might qualify 
you for it. The circumstances will not much 
encourage the hope of an appointment. 

" You mention another subject — a place in 
the Excise. I need not tell you how fully 
I confide in your integrity industry and pub- 
lic spirit — for that you know already — But 
how do you stand with General Lincoln? 
his good word would go far. It is probable 
that a principal inspector will be appointed 
who will appoint Deputies — But if you should 
not think proper to depend on a deputa- 
tion, and should send a petition to the Pres\ 
asking an office in the Excise and referring 
for your Character to me, a regard to 
truth would oblige me to give my testimony 
in your favor. 

*' I am Sir, your well wisher and 
" very hble Serv* 
" Col. Revere. Fisher Ames." 

[Address] '* Colonel Paul Revere 
[Franked] "Fisher Ames. Boston."* 

' These two letters from family papers. 
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Revere an Entered Apprentice in St. Andrew's 
Lodge — Its Secretary — Its Master — Massachusetts 
Grand Lodge — Its Senior Grand Deacon — Burial of 
Joseph Warren in Granary Burial Ground — The Rising 
States Lodge — Reverb Its Master — The Grand Lodge 
OF Massachusetts — Revere Elected Grand Master — 
State House Corner-Stone Services — Speeches of Sam- 
uel Adams and Revere — Masonic Address to Washing- 
ton — Death of Washington — Masonic Action — Funeral 
Oration and Solemnities — Request for Lock of Wash- 
ington's Hair — The Golden Urn. 



SAINT Andrew's Lodge of Free Masons 
was organized November 30, 1756, by 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland. Its charter 
was not received until September 4, 1760, 
when it " was laid before the Lodge, and 
in the same evening work was commenced 
under it by receiving Paul Revere, a gold- 
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smith and engraver as an Entered Appren- 
tice." 1 

The Boston Post Boy, two years later^ 
contained the following : 

" Notice is hereby given to the Brethren 
of the Antient and Honorable Society of 
Free and Accepted Masons, That the 
Feast of St. John the Baptist will be cele- 
brated by the Brethren of St. Andrew's 
Lodge, (duly authorized, constituted and 
appointed to be held at Boston, by the 
Right Honorable, Lord Aberdour, Grand 
Master of Scotland) on Thursday the 24th 
Instant, at the Royal Exchange Tavern 
in King Street. Tickets to be had of 

" Joseph Webb, jun. 
** Phillip Lewis, 
" Paul Revere. 
"Boston, June 14, 1762." 

In 1769 Revere became the Secretary 
of this Lodge, and from 1770 to 1771 w^as 
its Master, — succeeding Joseph Warren, — 

* Centennial Memorial of the Lodge of St, Andrew, and 
the Massachusetts Grand Lodge^ published in 1870. 



The view on preceding page represents the 
Exchange CoflFee House, which was situated on 
Congress Square with entrance on State (King) 
and Devonshire (Pudding Lane) Streets. A num- 
ber of Masonic Lodges met in its upper stories. 
It was burned November 3, 18 18. 
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as also from 1777 to 1779, and 1780 to 
1782. 

The " Massachusetts Grand Lodge " was 
organized at Masons Hall in the Green 
Dragon Tavern, December 27, 1769, by its 




Silver Punch Ladles, made by Revere. * 

first Grand Master, Joseph Warren, who 
was commissioned May 30, 1 769, by the 
Grand Master of Masons in Scotland — Rt. 
Hon. George, Earl of Dalhousie, — " to be 
Grand Master of Masons in Boston, New 
England, and within one hundred miles of 

* Property of St. Andrew's Lodge. Sketched by Laskey. 
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the same." Revere was made its *' Senior 
Grand Deacon ; " and he was one of the 
committee with Warren to apply to the 
Scottish Masons for this charter. Septem- 
ber 19 of this year, St. Andrew's Lodge 
voted : " That the Lodge adhere to old re- 
gulations : that the G. Lodge be pro- 
vided with Jewels made of any metal under 
silver: that the Lodge accept Bro. Paul 
Revere's offer to make the Jewels, and w^ait 
for his pay, till the G. Lodge is in 
cash." 

After the re-interment of Gen. Joseph 
Warren in the Granary Burial Ground, the 
Grand Lodge having returned to the State 
House, the following vote was passed: 

"Council Chamber, Boston, April 8, 1776. 

" At a meeting of the Grand Lodge, and 
a numerous body of Free and Accepted 
Masons, after the re-interment of our Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, Joseph Warren, 
Esq., who was slain in the battle of Bunker 
Hill, June 17, 1775. 

" In the chair the Right Worshipful Joseph 



The view of the Battle of Bunker Hill on the 
preceding page, is from a picture in possession of 
A. O. Crane, by whose kindness it is here repro- 
duced. It is thought by good judges to have been 
engraved by Revere, but it is not positively known 
as it does not bear his name. It is very similar 
to that which appeared in Barnard's History of 
England^ which was reproduced in James H. Stark's 
Antique Vicivs of ye Toivu of Boston, page 249 ; 
so similar that one may have been taken from 
the other ; or, they may have appeared indepen- 
dently of each other. If anyone knows aught 
concerning these engravings they will confer a favor 
by making it manifest. 
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Webb, D. G. M. Voted, That our Brothers, 
Paul Revere, Edward Proctor, and Stephen 
Bruce, be a committee to wait on our 
Brother Perez Morton, Esq., and present 
our cordial thanks for his oration delivered 
this afternoon, and request a copy thereof 
for the press. 
" Attest, William Hoskins, Grand Secretary.*' 

In 1783, the question of allegiance arose 
in St. Andrew's Lodge; whether it should 
pass under the jurisdiction of the Massachu- 
setts Grand Lodge, or remain by the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland. Twenty-nine mem- 
bers were for remaining and twenty-three 
against. This minority, under the lead 
of Revere, withdrew from St. Andrew's 
Lodge, and on the 4th of September, 1784, 
organized the " Rising States Lodge," ^ which 
was chartered by the Massachusetts Grand 
Lodge, with Paul Revere as its first Master ; 
his son Paul, Jr., joined this Lodge and be- 
came one of its officers. In the archives 

* For impression from the original silver seal of this Lodge, 
made by Revere, see page xv. 
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of the " New England Historic Genealogical 
Society " there is a handsome diploma of 
membership of this Lodge, engrossed on 
parchment, issued November i6, 1787, to 
James Henry Langier de Tassy, duly signed 
by Paul Revere, Master, and Paul Revere, Jr. 
Junior Warden. Mr. Langier was of the firm 
of Langier & Minot, Merchants, 36 State 
Street, Boston, and his residence was on 
Winter Street. 

In 1785, there arose a question in the 
history of Masonry, as to the legality of the 
Massachusetts Grand Lodge, and a conven- 
tion was held in Charlestown May 26, whereat 
delegates from twelve different Lodges 
met to consider and settle the matter. '* Rt. 
Worshipful Paul Revere " was the first named 
in the list of delegates. Not until 1792, 
were all of these differences of opinion settled, 
when a " union took place between the St. 
John's and Massachusetts Grand Lodge, 
and it was ever after called The Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts." ^ 

On the celebration of the " Festival of 

* Centennial Memorial of the Lodge of St. Andrew, 
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St. John, the Evangelist," June 24, 1791, the 
Rev. Dr. William Bentley, of Salem, delivered 
the address, which was afterwards printed, 
as were others of his Masonic discourses. 

The following letter was sent to Mr. 
Bentley : 

"Boston, June 27, 1791. 
"Reverend Brother Bentley. 

"The unanimous voice of the Massachu- 
setts Grand Lodge, through us their com- 
mittee, tender you their cordial and brotherly 
thanks for your ingenious and well adapted 
discourse at the chapel on Friday last; 
and at the same time entreat the favour of 
a copy thereof for the press, which we flatter 
ourselves we shall receive from you. 

" Your sudden departure from town de- 
prived us of the honour we promised our- 
selves of waiting upon you personally. 

" With the most affectionate salutation 
we are 

"Very Respectfully 

" dear Brother 
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" Yours Affectionately 

"M. M. Hayes, 
" Paul Revere, 
" Perez Morton, 
" JosiAH Bartlett." 1 

Revere was Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts from 1794 to 1797. 
While in that position he wrote the " charges " 
for installation of officers, still in use by 
the Masonic Fraternity. Some of the ex- 
cellent sentiments therein are as follows: 
" Let complacency and benevolence flourish 
among you ; " " May your love be reciprocal 
and harmonious ; " " Avoid partiality, giv- 
ing praise where it is due ; " ** You must 
preserve union, and judge in all causes 
amicably and mildly, preferring peace." He 
also presented to the ** Massachusetts His- 
torical Society,'' July 26, 1796, in behalf of 
the Grand Lodge, " The Constitution of the 
Society of Free and Accepted Masons, " very 
elegantly bound. 

* From the MSS. collections of the American Antiquarian 
Society. 
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From the reverse of the Stamp Act Obelisk 
plate (see page 41), now belonging to Thomas S. 
Collier, of New London, Conn. Both sides of this 
copper-plate were utilized, which was the case with 
most of his plates. 
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The corner-stone of the present State 
House on Beacon Hill, Boston, was laid on 
the 4th of July, 1795. The State Government 
requested the Free Masons to take part in 
the ceremonies ; and the officers and mem- 
bers of the different Masonic Lodges met 
with the State officers in Representative Hall, 
in the "Old State House," and thence pro- 



A 
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Silver Masonic Jewels. * 

ceeded, in Masonic order, to the " Old South 
Meeting House," where they listened to an 
oration by George Blake, Esq. ; ^ after 

* Master, Senior and Junior Warden Jewels, made by Re- 
vere for Uie Tyrian Lodge, Gloucester, Mass. 

• One of the newspaper accounts says of the orator: 
**In this truly Republican young gentleman, the audience 
recognized a Hancock, a Warren, and other patriots of 
'IS' 
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which the procession was re-formed, and 
with the corner-stone, which was "on a 
truck, decorated with ribbons, drawn by 15 
white horses, each with a leader," and escorted 
by the Independent Fusiliers, proceeded to 
the site. When the stone was in position, 
duly squared, plumbed and levelled. His Ex- 
cellency, Governor Samuel Adams, delivered 
the following address to the immense con- 
course of people there assembled: 

''Fellow Citizens. 

" The Representatives of the people in 
General Court assembled, did solemnly Re- 
solve, that an Edifice be erected, upon this 
spot of ground for the purpose of holding 
the Public Councils of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. By the request of their 
Agents and Commissioners, I do now lay 
the Corner-Stone. May the Superstructure 
be raised even to the top Stone without 
any untoward accident, and remain perma- 
nent as the everlasting mountains. May the 
principles of our excellent Constitution, 
founded in nature and in the Rights of Man, 
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TYRIAN LODGE NOTIFICATION. 



On the preceding page, is a reproduction frorc 
the original engraving by Revere for the Tyrian 
Lodge of Gloucester, Mass. This engraving belongs 
to Mr. Geo. W. White, of Melrose, Mass. 
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be ably defended here : and may the same 
principles be deeply engraven on the hearts 
of all citizens, and there be fixed, unim- 
paired, in full vigor, till time shall be no 
more." 

Grand Master Revere then delivered the 
following address : 

" Worshipfull Brethren. I congratulate 
you on this auspicious day : — When the 
Arts and Sciences are establishing them- 
selves in our happy country, a Country dis- 
tinguished from the rest of the World, by 
being a Government of Laws, where Liberty 
has found a safe and secure abode, and where 
her sons are determined to support and pro- 
tect her. 

" Brethren we are called this day by our 
honorable & patriotic Governor, his Ex- 
cellency Samuel Adams to assist him in 
laying the corner stone of a building to be 
erected for the use of the Legislative and 
Executive branches of Government of this 
Commonwealth. May we, my Brethren, so 
square our actions thro life as to show 
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to the World of Mankind, that we 
mean to live within the compass of Good 
Citizens, that we wish to stand upon a level 
with them, that when we part we may be 
admitted into the Temple where Reigns 
Silence and Peace." ^ 

Underneath this corner-stone was placed 
a silver plate bearing the following inscrip- 
tion : 

" This Corner Stone of a Building, intended 
for the use of the Legislative and Executive 
branches of the Government 
"of the 
" Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

" was laid by 
" His Excellency Samuel Adams, Esq., 
" Governor of said Commonwealth, 
"Assisted by the Most Worshipful Paul 
Revere, Grand Master, and the Right-Worship- 
ful William Scollay, Deputy Grand Master, 
The Grand Wardens and Brethren of the 
Grand Lodges of Masons, on the Fourth 
Day of July An. Dom. 1795. A. L. 5795. 

* From MS. found among the family papers. 
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" Being the xxth Anniversary of American 
Independence." 

At the conclusion of the services, the 
Governor, amid the cheers of the multitude 
and the booming of cannon, was escorted to 
the Council Chamber.^ 

When Washington retired from the 
Presidency to the enjoyment of domestic life 
at Mount Vernon, the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts sent him the following ad- 
dress : 

" The East, the West, and the South, of 
the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, to their most worthy Brother 
George Washington. 

"Wishing ever to be foremost in testi- 
monials of respect and admiration of those 
virtues and services with which you have so 
long adorned and benefited our common 
country, and not the last nor the least to 
regret the cessation of them in the public 
councils of the Union, your brethren of this 

' Columbian Centinel^ July 8, 1795. 
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Grand Lodge embrace the earliest oppor- 
tunity of greeting you in the calm retire- 
ment you have contemplated to yourself. 

** Though as citizens they lose you in the 
active labors of political life, they hope as 
Masons to find you in the pleasing sphere 
of fraternal engagement. From the cares of 
State, and the fatigues of public business our 
institution opens a recess, affording all the 
relief of tranquillity, the harmony of peace, and 
the refreshment of pleasure. Of these may 
you partake in all their purity and satisfac- 
tion, and we will assure ourselves that your 
attachment to this social plan will en- 
crease ; and that, under the auspices of 
your encouragement, assistance, and pa- 
tronage, the Craft will attain its highest or- 
nament, perfection and praise. And it is our 
earnest prayer, that when your light shall 
be no more visible in this earthly Temple, 
you may be raised to the All Perfect Lodge 
above, be seated on the right of the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe, and receive the 
refreshment your labors have merited. 

" In the behalf of the Grand Lodge, we 
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subscribe ourselves, with the highest esteem, 
your affectionate brethren, 

" Paul Revere, Grand Master. 

" Isaiah Thomas, Senior Grand Warden. 

"Joseph Laughton, Junior Grand Warden. 

" Daniel Oliver, Grand Secretary. 

"Boston, March 21, 5797."^ 

To this address Washington replied in 
a letter filled with kind and reciprocal senti- 
ments. 

On the death of Washington the Masonic 
Fraternity in Boston, took prominent and 
appropriate action. A special meeting of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was held 
in Concert Hall,^ January 8, 1800, to make 
the necessary preparations for the " com- 
memoration of the decease of our late Illus- 
trious Brother, George Washington ! '' A 
vote was passed to form a public procession 

' Washington and his Masonic Com -peer s^ by Sidney Hay- 
den, pp. 170-71. 

• This hall was on the corner of Court and Hanover 
Streets, and was used for meetings of the Freemasons from 
1754 to 1807 ; and it was the scene of many important events 
during the Revolutionary period. 
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on the nth of February, and invite all the 
Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge to participate. 

A committee was appointed to make 
arrangements for the delivery of a " Funeral 
Oration or Eulogium " on Washington. 
This oration was delivered by Timothy 
Bigelow, and it was afterwards printed in 
both pamphlet and book.^ 

Still another committee of the Grand 
Lodge was appointed, consisting of " R. W. 
Brothers John Warren, Paul Revere and 
Josiah Bartlett, Past Grand Masters," to write 
a letter of condolence to Mrs. Washington. 
This correspondence was as follows : 

"Boston, Jan. ii, 1800. 

" Madam — The Grand Lodge of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts have deeply 
participated in the general grief of their 
fellow-citizens, on the melancholy occasion 
of the death of their beloved Wash- 

* *♦ Eulogies and Orations | on the | Life and Death | of | 
General George Washington | First President | of the | 
United States of America, | Printed for W. O. & JL. Blake | 
No. I Cornhill, Boston, 1800." 
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ington. As Americans, they have lamented 
the loss of the chief who led their armies to 
victory and their country to glory; but as 
Masons they have wept the dissolution of 
that endearing relation by which they were 
enabled to call him their friend and their 
Brother. They presume not to offer you 
those consolations which might alleviate the 
weight of common sorrows, for they are them- 
selves inconsolable. The object of this ad- 
dress is not to interrupt the sacred offices of 
grief like yours ; but they are mingling tears 
with each other on this common calamity, to 
condole with you on the irreparable mis- 
fortune which you have individually experi- 
enced. 

" To their expressions of sympathy on 
this solemn dispensation, the Grand Lodge have 
subjoined an order that a Golden Urn be 
prepared as a deposit for a lock of hair, an 
invaluable relique of the Hero and the Pa- 
triot whom their wishes would immortalize ; 
and that it be preserved with the jewels 
and regalia of the Society. 

" Should this favor be granted, Madam, it 
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will be cherished as the most precious jewel 
in the cabinet of the Lodge, as the memory 
of his virtues will forever be in the hearts of 
its members. 

" We have the honor to be, with the high- 
est respect, your most obedient servants, 

" John Warren, 
" Paul Revere, 
" JosiAH Bartlett. 
" Mrs. Martha Washington." 

To this epistle the following reply was 
received : 

" Mount Vernon, Jan. 27, 1800. 

" Gentlemen — Mrs. Washington has re- 
ceived, with sensibility, your letter of the 
II*** inst. inclosing a vote of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, requesting a lock of her 
deceased husband's hairy to be preserved in 
a Golden Urn, with the jewels and regalia 
of the Grand Lodge. 

" In complying with this request by send- 
ing the lock of hair which you will find en- 
closed, Mrs. Washington begs me to assure 
you that she views with gratitude the trib- 
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utes of respect and affection paid to the 
memory of her dear deceased husband ; and 
receives with a feeling heart the expressions 
of sympathy contained in your letter. 

'*With great respect and esteem, I have 
the honor to be, gentlemen, 

**Your most obedient servant. 




** John Warren, 

"Paul Revere, ^ a/OO^^/^ 

'* j osi ah b artlett, 

''Past Grand Masiers^^ 

This " golden urn '* is three and seven- 
eighths inches high, and was made by Paul 
Revere, as was also, without doubt, the 
wooden pedestal on which it stands, which 
has a door with lock and key, and into which 
the urn is placed when unscrewed from its 
resting place on the top. It has this in- 
scription : 

"This Urn incloses a Lock of Hair of 
the Immortal WASHINGTON, Presented, 

" ThU correspondence is taken from the Records of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, hy the kindness of Sereno 
D. Nickerson, Esq., Recording Grand Secretary. 
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January 27, i8cx), to the Massachusetts Grand 




jj^.-r^vi..-. 



Golden Urn with Washington's Hair.* 

Lodge, by His amiable Widow. Born Feb. 
II, 1732. Ob'. Dec'. 14, 1799.'* 

* Sketched by Howard G. Laskey. 
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The top unfastens and the lock of hair is 
coiled under glass. This precious relic is 
jealously and sacredly guarded, being handed 
down from one Grand Master to another 
out of whose possession it never passes. A 
companion urn has recently been obtained 
by the Grand Lodge, which contains a lock 
of hair belonging to James Abram Garfield, 

The funeral solemnities of Washington, 
were observed in Boston, February 12, 1800, 
under the auspices of the Masonic Fraternity, 
on which occasion Revere was one of the Pall- 
bearers. The insignia consisted of a pedestal 
covered with a pall on which was a large 
white marble urn, and other suitable em- 
blems. On the urn was the inscription: 
" Sacred to the Memory of Brother GEORGE 
WASHINGTON; raised to the ALL PER. 
FECT LODGE Dec. 14, 5799. — Ripe 
in years and full of glory." For many 
years this urn was sacredly cared for. On 
the 13th of March, 1809, the Masons appointed 
a committee to "examine the Urn &c. pro- 
cured by the Grand Lodge as a testimony 
of their Veneration for the exalted character. 
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and example of their Illustrious Brother, 
and Patron, George Washington, Esq. De- 
ceased ; and to enquire if a suitable place 
could be appropriated for it in Mason's Hall." 
That committee reported that they had " visited 
the House of R. W. Paul Revere Esq. 
Past Grand Master, and find that the 
most scrupulous care had been ob- 
served in the preservation of the Urn 
and its appendages: They also find that 
the most proper place for them in the Hall 
is directly over the Chair of the M. W. 
Grand Master ; '' ^ and the following com- 
munication was sent at this time : 

"Boston, March 15, 1809. 
" R. W. Paul Revere, Esq. 

" The following Resolve passed the Grand 
Lodge the last quarterly Communication, 
I with pleasure transmit you ; also our last 
printed Circular and remain with great per- 
sonal respect and Brotherly affection 
yours, "John Proctor 

" G"^ Secretary. 

* Records of the Grand Lodge. 
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" Resolved — that the thanks of the Grand 
Lodge be given to the Right W. Paul Revere 
Esq Past Grand Master, for the care he has 
hitherto taken of the Urn 8l its appendages, 
used at the Funeral procession of our Most 
Worthy and Revered R. W. Brother George 
Washington Esq. Deceased ; and that he be 
requested to permit them to remain under 
his protection, until the Grand Lodge shall 
have it in their power otherwise to dispose 
of them. 

" Attest John Proctor 

G. Secyr^ 

' From family papers. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Revere to Mathias Ri voire in France — His Portrait 
OF Washington — Rivoire's Answer —John Rivoire of 
Guernsey to Revere — Revere's Answer — Patriotic Sen- 
timents — Domestic Relations. 



AFTER Revere left the military service 
the following correspondence took place 
between him and his cousins, the Rivoires : 

Paul Revere to Mathias Rivoire^ in France: 

** Dear Cousin. 

" Your favor under cover of Mr. Jonathan 
Williams came safe to hand. I am exceed- 
ing glad to find you are desirous of con- 
tinuing a correspondence. You have laid 
me under great obligation by your pleasing 
communications of the particulars of our 
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Family in France, but I do not clearly 
understand how near you are related to my 
Father, be kind enough in your next to let 
me know and whether any part of my 
Grandfather's estate ought to have come to 
my Father and the situation it is now in. 

" I have not heard from our Cousin in 
Guernsey since 1775, the communication hav- 
ing been stopped by the War. There were 
two brothers, John & William, but William 
is dead — he was lost at sea. 

*' With the utmost cheerfulness I commu- 
nicate to you, what you so kindly inquire 
after *my situation in life.' My Father 
was a Goldsmith, he died in the year 1754, 
he left no estate, but he left a good name 
and seven children, three sons and four 
daughters. I was the eldest son. I learned 
the trade of him and have carried on the 
business ever since; until the year 1775 
when the American Revolution began ; from 
that time till May 1780, I have been in 
the Government service as Lieut. Col. 
of an Artillery regiment — the time for which 
that was raised then expired and I thought. 
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it best to go to my business again, which 
I now carry on, and under which I trade 
some to Holland. I did intend to have 
gone wholly in to trade but the principal 
part of my interest I lent to Government, 
which I have not been able to draw out; 
so must content myself till I can do better. 
I am in middling circumstances, and very 
well off for a tradesman. I am forty-seven 
years old; I have a wife and eight children 
alive ; my eldest daughter is married ; my 
eldest son has learned my trade since we 
left the army, and is now in business for 
himself. I have one brother and two sis- 
ters alive. 

** You desire me to send you a seal with 
the arms of our Family; enclosed is one, 
which I pray you to accept of : it is one 
of my own engraving (for that is part of 
my trade) which I hope will be acceptable 
to you. 

" Before this reaches you, you will have 
heard of the victory gained over the British 
Army by the Allied Armies commanded by 
the brave General Washington. (A smrJl 
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engraving of him, I send enclosed, it is said 
to be a good likeness and it is my engrav- 
ing.) ^ Which I hope will produce peace. 

" My wife joins with me in our best love 
to your good lady and family. 

" Your loving Cousin." ' 

Mathias Rivoire answered as follows: 

" Dear Cousin. 

** I have received in course under 
cover of Mr Jon.° Williams of Nantes your 
letter dated sixth of October 1781, together 
with a silver seal and an engraving of General 
Washington representing a gallant warrior. 

* An extensive search and correspondence fails to bring to 
light this portrait of Washington. W. S. Baker, of Philadel- 
phia, who has written and published much concerning the por- 
traits of Washington, and who has a v^ry large collection of 
them, writes that he does not know of its existence. So, also, 
does W. F. Havemeyer, of New York, who has a large collection. 
William John Potts, of Camden, N. J., under date of May 14, 
1891, thinks that possibly the original from which Joseph 
Wright engraved the portrait of Washington for the Massachu- 
setts Magazine^ for March 1791, may have been by Revere, but 
there is no certain knowledge of it. No member of the Revere 
family now living has ever seen the original. 

* A copy of the letter sent ; there is no date nor signature. 
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** I cannot express how much pleasure I 
have received from your kind present and 
heartily wish for an opportunity to show 
the grateful sense I have of it, by send- 
ing you something that might be equally 
agreeable to you. 

"In the mean time I beg you to let me 
know in what manner I can return the 
value of the seal, which I am always ready 
to satisfy. 

" I can not give you any light on the 
question whether these Arms are the same 
as mine, on the contrary I beg that you 
will let me know how you and our rela- 
tions in Guernsey come to make use of 
them. I know them only from that. 

[He then gives the genealogical informa- 
tion from family registers, embodied in the 
first chapter, and proceeds : ] 

" The result then is that your Father was 
brother to the deceased Mr. Simon Rivoire 
who died a little while ago, aged eighty 
years, without ever having been married 
and that you are his nephew, consequently 
cousin Germain to the nephews he has left; 
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SO that you and I are found to be Cousins 
in the next degree, viz. second cousins which 
as you see, is very near. 

" I repeat again that I am extremely flat- 
tered therewith assuring you, that if it be 
agreeable to you, we will continue our corre- 
spondence which shall demonstrate as far as 
depends upon me more & more the senti- 
ments of a kinsman sincerely attached to 
you by affection and friendship, proof against 
every accident, with which disposition 
** I remain dear Cousin 
"Your very humble & most 
"obedient servant 
" Mathias Rivoire. 

" P. S. My wife and family are all much 
obliged to you for your compliments and 
we unite in our kind v/ishes & respects to 
you & your family. 

" As to the pretentions that you may have 
entertained of the estate of your relatives 
at Riancaud, I did not think it proper to 
speak of the matter upon my first visit because 
it would not have been polite, besides sup- 
posing that you might have some claim there- 
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on it would be of very little consequence to 
you, for he that died last could hardly live 
upon his income. He made Mons. Mervil- 
leaux his nephew, the son of his sister, his 
heir. He is the same Mervilleaux who 
furnished me with the extracts on 
the other side. He is by marriage your 
cousin Germain and has an own sister married 
to a Rivoire, nephew to the aforesaid Simon. 
She is a widow with one child living of 
that marriage. 

" Dear Cousin this is all that I have to 
say to you at present, nothing further re- 
mains than to wish you perfect health and 
prosperity." 

Under date of Boston, December 27, 
1782, Paul Revere makes note that the fore- 
going is the translation of letter received 
by him from Mathias Rivoire, St. Foy, 
France, in answer to one sent him dated 
October 6, 1781. 

John Rivoire to Paul Revere. 

"Guernsey Jan. 28^*" 1782. 
" Dear Cousin. 

" I wrote you the 18^ ultimo acknowledging 
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your agreeable favor of 21** of January last 
my said letter was forwarded by my friends 
at Bordeaux who will forward this same to 
you by the first opportunity. You will find 
therein what confidence there is in the French 
Nation in general. You will also observe 
the opinion the Emperor of Moroco had of 
them by his letter to Queen Anne of Great 
Britain of which you have a true copy annexed 
with my last letter. 

" You will find said letter also printed in 
the Toum & Country Magazine of September 
last, page 472. I heartily wish the Amer- 
icans could open their eyes in time before 
it is too late to repent the dangerous alliance 
they have made with the French. They 
seem at first like turtle doves, polite and 
humble till they can get their ends; but 
after they are masters there is none in the 
world such for tyranny and oppression. 
You may well compare them to Fire (viz.) 
* Good Servants but very bad Masters.' You 
may depend their views are fixed on the 
best provinces in America, in order to be 
reimbursed for the exorbitant charges they 
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will find against America for aiding and 
assisting the Americans against their lawful 
Sovereign and Mother Country, against all 
Divine and human laws. 

" By what I have learned from a Captain 
of our neighboring Island of Jersey, who 
was a prisoner at Boston about nine weeks 
ago, the French have already begun to show 
the inhabitants of Boston a specimen of their 
arbitrary disposition, by preventing a seventy 
four Gunship to be built there and cutting 
or sawing her keel in two pieces. The said 
Captain tells us he was an eye-witness to this 
fact, and also other disorders committed at 
Boston by the French which I do not enumer- 
ate. I wish the Congress knew them as 
well and in perfection as I do. Certainly 
they would not rely on any of their promises 
or even their signature in anything whatsoever. 
The French Court is very glad to see us 
destroy one another and with joy give 
their assistance to our mutual destruction, 
instead of us being hand in hand, united 
together to destroy this vermin and scum 
of the earth. I will suppose for one 
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moment there is faults on both sides, I mean 
between England and America, which is a 
similar case as between Mother and Daughter, 
how easy in my opinion the whole could 
be compromised and adjusted, England hav- 
ing repealed their Acts of Parliament con- 
cerning America, and leaving it as it was 
in the year 1763. 

" Why don't America accept this generous 
oflFer from its Mother Country ? Some 
Americans will say for excuse it is too late, 
we have made a Treaty with France, we can- 
not be let off. There is no nation in the 
world but would do it, after opening their 
eyes to any dangerous Treaty they had 
made, which is the case with the Americans. 
Which Treaty tends only to their ruin and 
destruction. * # # » » 

** I will acquaint you with what I am in this 
Island. You remember I wrote you in 1771 
or '72 that my brother William had entirely 
ruined me by obliging me to pay his debts, 
being in partnership long before his death 
;^20oo Sterling. I was after obliged to begin 
the world, but by my candor and honesty 
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I was first appointed Harbor Master with full 
authority to act, and now the States of this 
Island have added to my happiness by ap- 
pointing me their Receiver General for all 
duties on goods & ships in this Harbor 
as also all places and harbors in this Island. 
I also receive the monies for the Royal Hospital 
at Greenwich, and have been for these ten 
years past Captain of a Company of Militia 
in this Island. My Company consist of 
sixty-five men. All the men on this Island 
are disciplined as Regulars. I beg you 
will remember me to your brothers and 
families also to Mrs. Rivoire and all 
your family. I shall always be glad to hear 
from you or any one that bears the name 
of Rivoire, having never seen any but my 
brother deceased. With compliments 
" I remain dear Cousin 

" Your affectionate and loving Cousin 

" John Rivoire. 

" P. S. Instead of America's quarrelling 
with its Mother Country it ought hand in 
hand to join with her and attack the Gold 
& Silver mines in the Spanish Dominions 
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in South America. As it is certain there 
is a revolt in those parts between the Span- 
iards and the natives." 

To this Revere made the following 
spirited and patriotic reply : 







Revere's Sideboard.^ 



" Boston July i 1782 
** Dear Cousin 

" Your favor of Jan^. last, came safe to 
hand. It was forwarded by Mess. Bromfield 

' Sketched by Howard G. Laskey. Now belongs to Mrs. 
John Revere, Canton, Mass. 
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& Ingraham at Amsterdam. This is the only 
letter I have received from you since March 
1775. I am glad you are in health, and it 
gives me great pleasure to find that you 
are in so good business in Guernsey; you 
did not write me word, whether you were 
married ; if you are not, nor do .not marry 
soon, I am afraid they will call you an old 
Bachelor. 

" I have received several letters from 
our cousin Matthias Rivoire in S* Foy, 
he desires me to remember his best love to 
you. — You may remember, that in your 
letter to me in 1775, you gave me directions 
how to write to him ; those directions found 
him ; & we now correspond together. 

" I am sorry my dear Cousin, that you 
have such despicable sentiments of the 
French Nation. — I can easily account for 
your prejudice; before this War, I was as 
much prejudiced against them as you are ; 
and that prejudice arose from our connec- 
tion with Brittan; now we have broke that 
connection ; we can see with more impartial 
eyes, and find the French Nation to be quite 
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the reverse of what you suppose them, 
and of what we used to think them — 
they are a brave, humane, generous, and 
polite Nation. You tell me that the alliance 
we have enterd into with that Nation 
is a dangerous one ; we do not con- 
ceive that to be the case — So much is a 
fact, (on the side of that Nation) it is a gen- 
erous one. You say * when once they get 
their ends answered & are masters, they are 
the greatest Tyrants in the world' — this 
we are sure of, they cannot be worse than 
the Brittons, and should they attempt to 
enslave us, we will serve them as we have 
done the Brittons, drive them from our 
Country. You say *we have entered into 
a war with Brittain against all laws human 

6 divine.' You do not use all the candour 
which I am sure you are master of, else 
you have not looked into the merits of the 
quarrel. They covenanted with the first 
settlers of this country, that we should en- 
joy * all the Libertys of free natural born 
subjects of Great Britain.' They were not 
contented to have all the benefit of our trade, 
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in short to have all our earnings, but they 
wanted to make us hewers of wood, & drawers 
of water. Their Parliament have declared 
' that they have a right to tax us & Legislate 
for us, in all cases whatever ' — now certainly 
if they have a right to take one shilling 
from us without our consent, they have a 
right to all we possess; for it is the 
birthright of an Englishman, not to be taxed 
without the consent of himself, or Represen- 
tative. 

'' You say that a Captain belonging to 
Jersey, informed you, that the French had 
prevented a 74 gun ship from being built 
that they cut or sawed her keel in two pieces 
& that he saw it done. You may depend it 
is an infamous falsehood ; the ship stands 
just the same now as she did three years 
ago. The reason why she has never been 
finished is because we had not riggers 
sufficient for her. One ship of 74 Guns 
was launched at Piscataway this Spring & 
is now fitting for sea. 

" You say * The French are glad to see 
us destroy one another.' I cannot joyn 
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with you. I believe the French are glad 
to see Britain weakened ; in short I am con- 
vinced that their chief motive in taking 
part with us, was that we might be indepen- 
dant of Brittain, for you must be sensible 
that Brittain had got to such a pitch of 
domination, (puffed up with the success of 
the last war with France & Spain) that 
they thought the whole world ought to be 
beasts of Burthen to them. I think that 
pride has been obliged to stoop. 

" You say ' You will suppose for one mo- 
ment that there is faults on both sides ; that 
is, England & America are both in fault.*^ 
The supposition is intirely groundless, the 
fault is wholly on the side of England, America 
took every method in her power by petition- 
ing &c. to remain subject to Brittain ; but 
Brittain (I mean the British King & Minis- 
ters) did not want Colonies of free men 
they wanted Colonies of Slaves. Like the 
fable of the Woman & Hen, by grasping 
at too much they will lose all. 

" You ask why don't America accept the 
generous offer from England to put them 
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in the situation they were in 1 763. I answer 
for many reasons. They have enjoyed six 
years of independence, and no offer England 
can make will induce them to part with it 
— besides we can put no confidence either 
in your King or Ministers. Did not Lord 
North tell the parliament that he would ac- 
cept of nothing short of unconditional sub- 
mission, and why did he ever stoop to make 
us offers but to get us there ; we should be 
the most abject Slaves in the whole world 
had they used lenient measures in the be- 
gining of the war, matters would soon have 
been amicably settled. What has not Eng- 
land done to subjugate us ? They have proved 
what Voltaire asserted of them, to be true, 
Viz that they are the Savages of Europe. 
They have hired foreign Troops to massacre 
us ; they have set the Indians on our helpless 
women & children to butcher them — they 
have encouraged the Negro servants to 
assassinate their masters — they have burned 
our defenceless Towns & Citys — they have 
Ravished our Wifes and daughters, — they 
have murdered our old men in cool blood 
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& have hanged our young men wantonly; 
and what is still worse if possible, they have 
confined the men, whom they have taken 
prisoners in loathsome ships & Goals till 
they have died by inches. I do assure you 
the name of an Englishman is as odious to 
an American, as that of a Turk or a Savage. 
You may depend that the Americans will 
never submit to- be under the Brittons 
again. Should England declare them In- 
dependant in time they may enter into a 
Treaty with them similar to that of France, 
but no other. 

" England has lately been trying to 
break our connections with France. But 
we have Resolved to Die in the last ditch, 
rather than break our National Faith. 

** I now follow my business again of a 
Goldsmith & trade a little. ^ I have 8 chil- 
dren alive. The eldest daughter is married 

* The following receipt indicates a venture in trade a 
few years earlier: *' Boston Octor 8 1776 Rec«l of Paul 
Revere Esq. Two hundred & Eighteen pounds i | 7 in part 
for his Sixteenth part of Schooner Speedwell & Warlike Im- 
pliments now on a Cruis 
£218,1.7 pr Wm Foster Agent 
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& has one child. My eldest son has left 
the Army & is in business for himself. My 
wife Joyns with me in our best love to you, 
My dear Cousin I must once more invite you 
to come to America. Should there be a 
peace, which I hope is not far distant, you 
may injoy all the liberty here, which the hu- 
man mind so earnestly craves after. I am 
not rich, but I am in good circumstances & 
if you will come here you shall not want; 
while I have a shilling, you shall have part." ^ 

Before receiving this answer John Rivoire 
wrote two other letters to Revere, in which 
he continued to belabor the French 
nation. In that of September 9, 1782, sent 
by one Capt. Thomas Houston, of Philadel- 
phia, " who was brought in here by one of 
our Privateers," he says • " I do really believe 
America will be Independent, but what 
will it be the better. It cannot protect its 

* Many of his tax-bills from the year 1758 to 1815 have 
been preserved, and are now filed, with a great variety of 
other papers, in a scrap-book owned by his great-grandson, 
Joseph Warren Revere. At the date the above letter was 
written he was taxed £17.2.6. That for 1761, was for £1.18. lo; 
1794, for £6.10; and for 1810, $62.70. 
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trade ; the least dispute with any power in 
Europe will put an end to it; and will oblige 
them to call for assistance from their Injured 
Mother Country. I wish the Americans 
could see their error before it is too late, 
and that England and America were so firmly 
cemented that nothing could break their 
Union. We might after that laugh at the 
whole world." And in that of October 15 
which "goes by Capt. Daniel McNeill who 
has likewise been captured by one of our 
Privateers : '' " It is with mortification to me 
to write to you, these two vessels being 
captured, as it is so unnatural to think the 
French Scoiatdrels should have brought us 
to cut each others throats. * * # j 
heartily wish some of the members of 
Congress should have the perusal of all my 
letters to you ; if they knew the French Na- 
tion as we do here in this Island they would 
be ashamed to be seen w^ith any one of 
them. I suppose since they have been in 
New England they have told you and others 
what you mention, that Voltaire called the 
English ' The Savages of Europe.' The 
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French may be very justly called Insidious^ 
and without Honor. They are the Vermin 
of Europe, and Public Disturbers of Tran- 
quillity throughout the whole World.'' 

Other letters were received from John 
Rivoire, in one of which he acknowledges 
the receipt of the letter of July i, 1782, in 
which Revere answered the attack on France, 
but makes no allusion to that subject, con- 
fining himself wholly to business and family 
matters. In one written March 9, 1786, Ri- 
voire makes inquiry concerning one Paul 
Rivoire, who died at Philadelphia, Pa., in 
which an intimation is made that Revere 
had attempted to get possession of the pro- 
perty of the deceased. To this letter Revere 
answered as follows : 

"Boston, May 19*, 1786. 
** Dear Cousin 

"Your favor of the 9**" of March came 
safe to hand and I do assure you that it 
gave me much pleasure to find you were 
well ; you mention thanks & returns for the 
buttons ; your kind acceptance of them, and 
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your saying that you would wear them for 
my sake, is all I wish for so trifling a com- 
pliment ; tho I must say, should your pic- 
ture reach me, which you mentioned in a 
former letter, it would give me exquisite 
pleasure. 

" I have got our Cousin Mathias's letter 
translated into English (for you must know, 
that I can neither read nor write French, 
so as to take the proper meaning). I do as- 
sure you I was greatly surprised that you 
could have so despicable an opinion of me, 
as to suppose that I could be guilty of so 
great a Crime, as to cheat you or any other 
person, much more a relation ; or that I could 
receive to my own use, any man's * Estate 
or Effects ' without a legal right ; I do assure 
you, that I have as good a claim to the 
point of * Honor and Honesty ' you mention 
as any person who ever signed his name 
Rivoire (altho my Father and myself signed 
our names Revere, for which I thought I 
had given you sufficient reason in my former 
letters). I do assure you, I do not set so 
much value upon a little more Earth, as to 
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destroy that peace of mind and that clear 
conscience which I know myself possessed 
of. I never have and I never expect to re- 
ceive, one single farthing by the death of 
any relation ; on the contrary it has always 
been my lot to do for others and I desire 
to be thankful that it has been in my power 
to help them. 

"You say, you desire 'to be acquainted 
in full of this affair ' in my next ; and then 
say, * you can have the truth from your 
friend Mr. Daniel Vardon of Philadelphia ; ' 
and then subjoin * it is better to have the 
truth under my own hand-writing ; ' I do 
assure you, my good Cousin, it gave me 
great pain when I read those lines ; those 
cautions were quite unnecessary to me ; all 
I can say is, I am sorry you did not know 
me better, it would have been quite sufficient 
with me if you had only desired me to give 
you a narration of the matter mentioned in 
Cousin Mathias*s letter. But I will now give 
it you in as concise a manner as possible. 

"Some time in the beginning of the 
year 1782, I got acquainted with a French 
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Gentleman by the name of Domaseau, who 
had been some time in Philadelphia ; he 
acquainted me that he knew one Paul Rivoire, 
a Frenchman who lived near that City; that 
he came from Cape Francois and bought 
a small farm and that he died, and had left 
no relations there, and advised me to write 
and make enquiry about him, for he did 
not doubt but he was a relation of mine. 
In consequence of which, I wrote to a 
Gentleman, a friend of mine in that City 
and desired him to make enquiry for me about 
him; he wrote me that such a person had 
died there, and that the French Consul had 
taken all his effects into his hands, for the 
benefit of his relations ; I have never made 
any enquiry since, I believe I wrote to 
Cousin Mathias, that he might make it known 
to his relations ; I suppose the reason why 
I did not mention the affair to you, was, 
because it was then war between the Eng- 
lish and French. I cannot account why 
Cousin Mathias's letter to you should say 
*le Cousin de Boston ma dit avoir forma 
opposition ' but upon one principle, which is ; 
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I wrote my letters in English and got them 
translated, and they made some mistake. I 
hope you will think me serious when I tell 
you that you may depend I never have, 
either by myself, or anybody for, or under 
me, received or ever expect to receive to the 
value of one single shilling of any person 
named Rivoire, or any person that ever 
died, either in * Estate or Effects.' 

" Since my last letter to you I have lost 
one of the finest Boys that was ever born, 
two years and three months old, named John, 
whom I named for you. 

** I now begin to think I shall have no 
more children. I have had fifteen children 
and six Grandchildren, born in wedlock* 
Mrs. Rivoire and family join with me in 
our sincere wishes that the best of Heaven's 
blessings may descend and rest upon you, and 
believe me to be dear Cousin, 

" Your sincere and affectionate 

Relation and Servant." ^ 

' No signature; copy for translation. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

VARIOUS NEW ENTERPRISES. 

A Hardware Store — His Day-Books — Builds Foun- 
dry AT North End — Letter to Bishop of Landafp — 
Casts Cannon, Ironware and Church Bells — A Bell 
with A History — King's Chapel Bell — Letters from 
Tench Coxe and Henry Knox — ** Old Ironsides'* built — 
Makes Copper Work by a New Process — Supplies Frig- 
ates Constitution and Essex — His Letter to Secretary 
Stoddard. 



AS Revere says in his letter to his 
cousin, John Rivoire, of Guernsey, 
written in 1782, he continued, after the close 
of his military service, in his business as 
*' a Goldsmith, " and " to trade a little ; " manu- 
facturing, as formerly, the fine and handsome 
articles of silverware, some of which are 
still in use, or kept as treasured relics. In 
the meantime, in 1783, he commenced a new 
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business on Essex Street, opening a "large 
store of hardware directly opposite where 
Liberty Tree stood." ^ 

He also kept hosiery, coatings, and 
other merchandise, itemized in his day- 
books, and referred to in his quite ex- 
tensive business correspondence, which cov- 
ered many years, and has been carefully 
preserved. Items from one of his day-books 
have been given. Another, of later date, 
covers the period from August 2, 1783, to 
September 25, 1797. 

These day-books contain the names of 
many of the most prominent Bostonians, 
and show a very great variety of articles 

* Letter to Frederick William Gejer, London, of whom, as 
well as of other English merchants, he ordered all kinds 
of hardware. In payment of one invoice he sent *'by Capt. 
Byfield Lyde three hundred & forty Spanish Mill'd dollars 
besides four Ingots of Silver No 9 is a Composition of mettals 
the Sweep of a Goldsmith^s shop. No 10 is English Silver which 
had the Hall Stamp on it. N© 11 is Gold lace burned & 
melted. No 12 is silver Ditto. Which be kind enough to get 
assayed and write a particular account of the value of what 
each piece Fetched pr Ounce for I expect it will be in my 
power to make considerable remittances in such things. 
These I send as a Sample the amount of which be pleased 
to place to my credit." 
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made, and work done.^ There are gold 
necklaces, lockets, rings, bracelets, beads, 
buttons, medals, and cases for pictures; in 
silver, he made tankards, pitchers, tea-pots, 
spoons, spectacle bows, sugar-baskets, ewers, 
salvers, porringers, tureens, knee and shoe 
buckles, candlesticks, chafing-dishes, spatulas, 
etc., etc. There are many charges for en- 
graving arms and escutcheons on copper- 
plate, and on silverware. Some of the 
charges are for odd kinds of work, as follows : 



' The following is the copy of an 
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**Sept 14, 1764. Andrew Oliver. To 
Making a Sugar Dish out of an Ostrich Egg. 
4, o, o." " Feb. I, 1768. The Estate of Doc' 
John Clark Esq' D' To 11 Death's head 
Rings gold W* *** 1:2:12 To the Making at 
2 I 8 ;^ 1 : 9: 4. " In his letters to correspon- 
dents he several times reiterates the fact 
that " my chief dependence is on my Gold- 
smith's Business, for the expenses of my 
Family." In a letter to Mr. Geyer, April 
15, 1784, he says: "We have had the 
most tedious Winter I ever knew; our har- 
bour has been froze up, the greatest part the 
time; and the forming of a Bank here which 
is not opened yet, has made a great stag- 
nation of money, that we have been able 
to do but little business." 

The Boston Directory for 1789, records 
" Paul Revere, goldsmith, No. 50 Cornhill." 
This store was on the westerly side of what 
is now Washington Street, between 
Court Street and the present Cornhill, 
where afterwards for many years, was the 
bookstore of Messrs. Crocker & Brewster; 
now numbered 173 and 175. Revere also had 
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a small workshop, with tools, in the rear of 
his house on North Square, where he could 
work at odd jobs occasionally. But in the 
year 1788, he had established still another 
industry, as will be seen by the following 
letters from the family papers: 

"Boston, Nov* 3, 1788. 
. " Mess"* Brown & Benson. 

" Gentlemen 

" We have got our furnass agoing, and 
find that it answers our expectations, & 
have no doubt the business will do exceed- 
ingly well in the Town of Boston. M' 
John Brown when in Boston, informed me 
your furnace was to go soon. I should be 
glad that you would ship as soon as pos- 
sible ten tons of Pigs by the way of 
Nantucket without there should be a vessell 
coming here from Providence. The pay 
shall either be paid to your Order here, or 
the money shall be sent you. I shall write 
you soon how much we shall want this 
fall. We are desirous to have a constant 
& regular supply of Piggs from your 
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furnace, & in Order to do it we think 
there cannot be a more effectual way, than 
by interesting you, or some of your Gen- 
tlemen, owners of the Hope furnace, in our 
furnace, for that end, we are willing to 
sell either one quarter, or one third of it; 
we offer it to you and should it not be 
agreeable to you, should take it kinde, if 
you make the offer for us, to any, or all 
the Owners of the Hope furnace. We 
do not desire better pay than Piggs, 
and the price to you will be a just 
proportion of the first Cost. Should be 
glad of an answer as soon as convenient. 
Should be much obliged to M"* N. Brown 
if he would send the Volume of Watson's 
Chemistry by the first opportunity. 
I am Gentlemen 
"Your most ob** 
" Hum Serv* 

" Paul Revere." 

" Boston Sep' 3 1 789 
" Gentlemen 

" I am building an Air furnace for 
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melting of Iron & shall have Occasion for 
a large Quantity of Pigs from your Furnace, 
perhaps as much as One hundred Tonns 
pr year. I should be glad to know your 
terms, what is the lowest price pr Ton, 
what the pay must be, and how I am to 
get it. Your writing me an Answer as 
soon as is convenient will oblige Gentle- 
men 

"Your Humble Servant 

" Paul Revere. 
"Mess" Brown & Benson" 
[Providence.] 
This foundry was established at No. 13 
Lynn Street — now Causeway — corner of 
Foster Street.^ 

' The first issue of the Boston Directory was in 1789. 
In it there is a ** Thomas Revere, SiWersmith, Newbury- 
street"; and **John Revere, taylor, Ann-street.** These 
were brothers of Paul, who were born in 1738 and 1741. 
The next Directory was issued in 1796. In that Paul is re- 
corded as "bell and cannon foundrey, Lynn-street, 
house North Square,*' and *' Revere & Son, goldsmiths, Ann- 
street.*' Paul Revere, Jr., is given as "goldsmith. Fleet- 
street" and "Josiah Revere, hackman, Wilson's Lane." In 
1798, Paul, Jr., appears in the same business, and also until 
the issue of 1807 ; and Edward until 1809 ; Thomas appears 
until 1803. 
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A copper-plate engraving of Boston, by 
J. Callender, which forms a part of the de- 
vice surrounding the certificate of member- 
ship of the Boston Marine Society, the de- 
sign for which was adopted by that Society 
in the spring of 1789, shows a volume of 
smoke rolling up from this foundry of 
Revere at the North End. This view was 
enlarged and published by A. O. Crane, 
in 1884. 

To correct a wrong impression that had 
been given concerning the United States 
coin issued at this time, by a foreign work, 
he wrote the following letter: 

*' Boston N England Feb^ 21 1790 
•• Reverend Sir 

" In perusing your invaluable Chemical 
Essays Vol 4 page 136, you make mention 
of pewter money coined by the American 
Congress, and give a discription of it. The 
very great pleasure which I have received 
from the perusal of those Volumes, and 
the exceeding good character I have heard 
of you, from some of your Countrymen, as a 
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Man, and for fear some person of more 
consequence, has not endeavoured to set 
you right in that piece of History; I 
have inclosed you two pieces of money, 
one of them was printed under the 
direction of the American Congress, the 
other I am not so fully assured off; as 
they both answer to your description, ex- 
cept the mettal, I have sent them, sup- 
posing, if you were not possessed of them 
before, they might be acceptable to you as 
curiosities. As for pewter money, struck 
in America, I never saw any. I have 
made careful inquiry, and have all the rea- 
son in the world to believe, that you were 
imposed upon by those who informed you. 
** I am Sir with respect & esteem 
"Your most humble servant 

" Paul Revere. 
" The Reverend R. Watson. 

" Bishop of Landaff." 

A short time after establishing his foun- 
dry he began the casting of cannon and iron- 
ware ; and he soon added that of church bells. 
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For many years the casting of church bells 
formed an important part of his business ; 
and very many of these, from the foundry 
of Revere, and Revere & Son, are still in 
use. 

His first bell was cast for the " New 
Brick Church " on Middle Street. Its his- 
tory is given, in part, in a note to Rev. 
Henry Ware's " Century Sermon," printed 
in the History of the Second Church by 
the Rev. Chandler Robbins, D. D.: "The 
first bell was hung in 1743, and the same 
year the meeting-house was for the first 
time painted. This bell was removed and 
sold in 1780; and the bell of the Old 
North, which was larger, was hung in its 
place. It was injured in 1792, and forbid- 
den to be rung except in case of fire, till 
it was recast, in the same year, and was 
the first bell from the foundry of the late 
Paul Revere, Esq., which appears by the 
following inscription upon it : * The first bell 
cast in Boston, 1792, by P. Revere.'" An 

* In a letter written in 1803, he speaks of having then 
cast sixty church bells of different sizes. 
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extended History of this bell is given by 
Rev. Edward G. Porter, D. D., in his 
Rambles in Old Boston in a chapter 
entitled " A Noted Bell/* pp. 327-331. 




Rbvere*s First Bell, and Steeple op the New Brick 

Church.' 

Drawn by Howard G. Laskey. 

This bell is still in existence, and in good 



' This bell weighs 912 pounds. Cost of recasting and en« 
larging £74 7s. 8d. ** Few bells have such a record as this. 
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condition, although not now in use. It is 
the property of Hon. Edward H. Dunn, of 
Boston. 

The large bell now in the tower of 
King's Chapel was from the Revere foun- 
dry. The* old bell, which was first used 
in 1772, was cracked while tolling for 
evening service May 8, 1814.^ 

It has hung on three conspicuous churches, either in its 
original or enlarged form. It has summoned six genera- 
tions of worshippers to the sanctuary. It has tolled for the 
dead, and awakened the living from their morning slumbers. 
It has opened the daily market, announced the hour for 
lunch, called the hungry to their dinner, and the weary to 
their beds. It has broken the stillness of the night by its 
dread alarm of fire. On momentous occasions it has rallied 
the citizens to meet in defence of liberty. It has sounded 
the tocsin of war, and rung merrily on the return of peace. 
It has assisted in the patriotic celebrations of the Fifth of 
March, the Seventeenth of June, and the Fourth of July. Truly 
such an active and faithful participant in the affairs of Bos- 
ton during so long a period of our history deserves a place 
among the famous bells of the world." — Rambles in Old 
Boston, p. 330. 

* The King's Chapel Records contain the following: "Ex- 
tracts from the interleaved Almanack of the late Joseph 
Green, Esqr 1772, June 12. The Great Bell at King's 
Chapel, hung this day, weighing 2475 lbs., without the clapper, 
sound — E natural." 
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A new one was cast which bears this 
inscription : " Revere & Son Boston, 1816 ; " 
and from that day to this, its peculiarly 
rich tones have vibrated from out the four 
arched windows of this massive tower, the 
walls of which are five feet and six inches 
in thickness. When this bell was raised 
to its position, a wit commemorated the 
event in the following effusion : 

"The Chapel church, 
Left in the lurch, 
Must surely fall ; 
For church and people. 
And bell and steeple, 
Are crazy all. 

The church still lives, 
The priest survives, 
With mind the same. 
Revere refounds, 
The bell resounds, 
And all is well again." 

In 1794, he cast some twelve-pound 
cannon for the State of Massachusetts, and 
contracted with the United States Govern- 
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ment to make ten brass howitzers. Con- 
nected with this contract an interesting 
correspondence took place between himself 
and Tench Coxe, Commissioner of the 
Revenue,^ and Gen. Henry Knox ^ and 
Timothy Pickering, Secretaries of War, con- 

' The first letter from Commissioner Coxe was as follows : 

"Treasury Department 
♦* Revenue Office, June i6tt 1794. 
•* Sir. 

** It is understood from the Secretary of War that you are 
disposed to cast some brass ordnance for the United 
States. The public service requiring twenty eight nch 
Howitzers of that metal, I have requested that you will in- 
form me at what price you will deliver them finished and 
thoroughly proved, you finding the Materials, also at what 
price completely proved you will make them, if the materials 
are furnished by the United States. The weight furnished, 
to be that upon which the price is to be fixed. The time 
when you can deliver the first pair & each other pair, it is 
desired to know. 

•*I am Sir 
** Your most obedt Servant 

•* Commiss, of the Revenue.** 

• One of the letters from General Knox concerning thilf 
ordnance is as follows: 
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cerning the casting, and with John Davis, 
Comptroller of the Treasury, about his pay 
for the same. Again in 1799, and later, he 
cast other ordnance for the United States. 

The United States Frigate Constitution 
— "Old Ironsides" — was built at Edmund 
Hartt's ship-yard, at the North End, Boston, 
during the years 1794-7. After the decision of 

*' War Department 

"July 301794 
•♦Sir 

♦* I received jour favor of the 22d instant. 
*' Upon application to Mr Coxe I find that he has transmitted 
the Contract to Boston for you to sign. 

** The Dolphins and also the Arms of the United States 
are to be upon them. The Arms are to be raised. 

**The Calibre of the Howitzer to be eight inches and 
twenty ^s^ hundreth parts of an Inch. 

** I am 
**Sir 
•* with esteem 
««Your obedient Servant 




Col. Paul Revere 
*« Boston." 

The Coxe and Knox letters from family papers. 
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the government to build in Massachusetts, 
Revere wrote the following letter: 

" Boston, May 24, 1 794. 
"Dear Sir: 

" I understand that there are to be two 
Ships built in this State, for the General 
government, and that they are to be Cop- 
pered, if so, they will want Composition 
bolts. Rudder braces, &c. &c. 

" I can purchase several tons of Copper 
here, and my works are fitted for such busi- 
ness : Should those things be wanted, and 
I understand by General Jackson, that it is 
in your department, if you will be kind 
enough to give me the refusal, you will much 
oblige me. 

"I will do them as cheap as any one, 
and as well. 

"Your Hum**'* Servant 

" Paul Revere." ^ 

The contract for the brass and copper 
work for the Constitution, — bolts, spikes, 
cogs, braces, pintles, sheaves, pumps, etc., 

* From the autograph collection of Dr. John S. H. Fogg, 
South Boston. The letter has no superscription. 
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— was given to Revere ; and his bill for the 
same as rendered to Gen. Henry Jackson, 

the agent for the Government, was ^53820.33.^ 




Constitution Blocks and Sheave.* 

The bolts and spikes were made from 
malleable copper, prepared by a process known 

* From a duplicate itemized bill among the family papers. 

• The large block — 6i inches high, including the strap, and 
18 inches wide, — is one of a half dozen made by Daniel Adams 
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in this country only to Revere ; a process 
on which he spent much time and great 
energy in perfecting. Possessed of this 
knowledge, and with facilities to apply this 
practical art, a very large business naturally 
came to him. Concerning this discovery, 
he says in a letter to Jacob Sheafe, Naval 
Agent at Portsmouth, N. H., July 4, 1799: 
" And what is more no man but myself in 
the four New England States, can melt the 
Copper & draw it into Spikes." And Feb- 
ruary 26, 1800, writing to Benjamin Stoddard, 
Secretary of the Navy : " I learn by that 
Gentleman [Col. Humphries] that there are 
no persons in either Philadelphia, or New 
York, that can make Copper, so malleable 
that it can be drawn in Bolts, Spikes, &c. 
under the Hammer." Again to Harrison 

to *• heave down " the frigate Constitution when launched in 
1797. The small one was in use on **01d Ironsides." The 
metal centres for the sheaves were made by Revere. These 
blocks were bought many years ago at auction, by Francis 
Low, Esq., of F. Low & Co., Riggers, who lets them for heavy 
work. They were used for lowering the siphons in the Boston 
and Salem Water Works, hoisting an 84-ton cannon at South 
Boston, and for other purposes. Above sketch is by Howard 
G. Laskey. 
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Gray Otis, Member of Congress, March ii, 
1800, he states that it was the universal be- 
lief of all coppersmiths that no one in this 
country "could make Copper so malleable 
as to hammer it hot. I farther found that 
it was a Secret, that lay in very few Breasts 
in England. I determined if possible to 
find the Secret & have the pleasure to 
say, that after a great many tryals and con- 
siderable expense I gained it" 

Government also ordered the Frigate 
Essex to be built at Boston. Revere wrote the 
following letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy: 

"Boston, Decem' 31 1798 
"Sir 

" I understand you have advised the Com- 
mittee for building the Frigate in Boston 
not to send abroad for anything they can 
get manufactured in this Country; those 
Sentiments have induced me to trouble 
you with this letter. I can manufacture old 
or new Copper, into Bolts, Spikes, Staples, 
Nails &c. or anything that is wanted in Ship- 
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building; that is cast the Copper into Pigs, 
draw the pigs into Barrs under the Forge 
hammer, and then manufacture the Barrs 
into Bolts, Spikes, Nails &c. &c. I supplyed 
the Constitution with Dove-tails, Staples, 
Nails, &c. &c. The Frigate building 
here has upwards of 5000 lbs. of Bolts 
& Spikes already in her, of my manu- 
facture ; and I have supplyed Jacob Sheafe 
Esq. Naval Agent at Portsmouth with 600 
lbs. of Spikes for the Frigate building 
there. My greatest difficulty is to get old 
Copper, Could I get a sufficient supply of 
Copper I would undertake to roll Sheet 
Copper for Sheathing Ships, &c. 

" I have been induced to trouble you, 
knowing that you are at the head of a de- 
partment where you have the best means 
of knowing the resources of our Country, 
and your willingness to communicate any- 
thing that may be for the publick good. 

** You will gratify me exceedingly, if 
your business will permit, your informing 
me whether the mine called Schuylers is at 
work, or is likely to supply copper, or of 
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any other resource in the United States. 

" You will permit me to offer my service 
to you, in Manufacturing Brass Cannon, 
Bells, Copper Bolts, Spikes, &c. &c. 
" I am Sir, with every sentiment of esteem 
"Your hum. Serv* 

" Paul Revere. 
" Benjamin Stoddard Esq. 

"Naval Secretary at Philadelphia," 
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His Charter Street Homestead — Buys the Old 
PowDER-MiLL Property in Canton — Begins an Exten- 
sive Copper-Works Business — Firm of Paul Revere 
& Son — Furnishes Copper for Dome of State House 
— Re-coppers '* Old Ironsides" — Something of her 
History — Furnishes Robert Fulton with Copper — His 
Letter — The Revere Copper Company Founded — Joseph 
Warren Revere. 



DEVERE lived in his house on North 
Square for many years. Here a large 
family of children was born. It is not 
known just when he sold and left tiie house, 
but among the family papers there is a 
receipted bill, dated October i, 1788, which 
reads : " Paul Revere to Samuel Savage D"" 
To a years rent for the House which he 
now Occupyes on Charter Street ^36." 
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Another receipt indicates that he lived in 
still another house before purchasing the 
homestead on Charter Street, which he 
did about the year 1800. "Boston, Nov' 7 
1795 Rec"* of Colo Paul Revere fifty Dol- 
lars in full for rent of the house he occupied 
belonging to John Clark Howard & A. S. 
Howard sons of Rev"* Simeon Howard. 

** Eben Gay, Atty to said Howard'! 
The Charter Street house, which was to 
become his new homestead, was on the 
southerly side, a little way from Hanover, 
then North Street. The seven brick houses 
and the adjacent court, constituting what 
is now known as Revere Place, cover a 
portion of what was its site. The estate 
ran westerly from this Place, being one 
hundred and forty feet deep, by about 
sixty-four feet in width. There was a large 
yard in the rear where the bells cast in the 
foundry near by were mounted for exam- 
ination. " Purchasers would come to hear 
them sounded; and boys would often gather 
around out of curiosity. One of their num- 
ber remembers being present with others on 
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such an occasion, when they were probably 
in the way; for Mr. Revere pushed them 
aside with his cane, saying : * Take care, 
boys ! if that hammer should hit your head, 
you'd ring louder than those bells do.' " ^ 

In the spring of the year 1800, he met 
with a severe accident, being thrown from 
his chaise, dislocating his right shoulder, 
from which he suffered much pain. 

The house, built before the Revolution, 
was a square, three-story brick building, 
with front door in the middle, on the side, 
entering from the yard. It was one of the 
large, old-fashioned, comfortable dwellings of 
that period, with its handsome garden en- 
closure. It had an iron fence in front with 
hanging chains. In this home he lived, 
except for a number of summers spent in 
Canton, during the remainder of his life.^ 

Very soon after this time, his son, Joseph 

* Porter's RambUs in Old Boston" p. 241. 

• A writer in the Boston Evening Transcript^ of X885, re- 
mem oers that at one time the house was painted a cream"- 
yellow color. In 1824, after Revere's death, it was purchased 
and occupied by the ** Penitent Female Refuge Society." It 
was taken down in 1843. 



55^ COPPER-ROLLING. 

Warren, who had been in the silver and 
goldsmith business by himself, and with his 
father, for several years, became associated 
with him in the bell and cannon foundry 
on Lynn Street. Joseph Warren was the 
third son by his second wife, born April 30, 
1777, **not long after the first general rising 
to arms, while his father was away in the 
army ; " * and was named after him who 
was *'one of the shining lights of these 
colonies, and the first great martyr to the 
national cause." 

The business card of the firm, engraved 
by the father, at this time, is shown on 
the following page. 

On the 14th of March, 1801, the old 
government powder-mill property, situated 
on the east branch of the Neponset River, 
formerly known as '' Saw-Mill River," with 
other real estate in its immediate vicinity, 
was purchased by Revere.^ 

' Memorial of Paul yosep/i and Edward //. /?. Revere^ p. & 

« *'The Powder-Mill in Canton," by Daniel T. V. Huntoon, 
in the New England Historic Genealogical Register^ July, 
1877. 
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After it had been determined to buy 
this property, on which he had been instru- 
mental, during the early days of the Revo- 
lution, in causing the State to begin and 
carry on the manufacture of gunpowder, and 
while preparations were in progress for its 
consummation, he wrote the following letter : 

'' Boston, Dec. 22 1800 
" Dear Sir. 

" I have engaged to build me a Mill for 

Rolling Copper into sheets which for me is 

a great undertaking, and will require every 

farthing which I can rake or scrape. 

** For the Houses which I must necessarily 

build, I shall want fifteen thousand of Boards 

& about 25 Casks of Lime. If you can 

supply me with those articles I shall be 

much obliged to you & wish you to be so 

kind as to inform me by Post. 

" I am Sir with every 

"sentiment of esteem 

"Your Hum'* Serv* 

"Paul Revere.'' 1 

' From the autograph collection of C. F. Gunther, Esq., 
Chicago, III. 
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For this mill he ordered a pair of rollers 
from Maidenhead, England, as he could 
not get them here " in such perfection as the 
English ones, neither are they so good." 

Writing to the Secretary of the Navy, 
Mr. Stoddard, at this time, he says : " I 
have received from M' Higginson the 
Naval Agent, upwards of 19000 lbs. I have 
already completed the Bolts & spikes 
for one Ship, and have purchased me a Mill. 
I am preparing for Rolling it into Sheets, 
which I expect to complete and send you 
a sample by June next." 

A number of months elapsed before the 
new buildings were erected and the works 
in Canton ready for the rolling of copper 
into sheets. As this new venture was 
a very expensive one, in connection with 
the carrying on of the North End foundry 
at the same time, he sought the aid of the 
United States Government, in the erection 
of these works, to the extent of $10,000, giv- 
ing a bond with two sureties for the same, 
in payment of which Government was to 
" receive the money in the Manufacture of 
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Copper ; " this was duly paid and the bond 
cancelled. 

October 26, 1801, writing again to the 
then Secretary of the Navy, Robert Smith, 
he says : " I have erected my Works & have 
Rolled Sheet Copper which is approved of 
by the best judges as being equal to the 
best Cold Rolled Copper." Soon after this 
time the casting of cannon and church bells 
was commenced also in these works, and 
thus was laid the foundation of a very exten- 
sive business. 

The foundry in Boston was continued 
in use for a number of years, until after the 
great gale of October 9, 1804, when the roof 
was blown off, and the works so shattered 
that they were never rebuilt. This same 
gale blew off the steeple of Christ Church, 
and the roof of the tower of King's Chapel. 

The rolling of sheet copper at the new 
works was very extensively carried on. In 
1802, the dome of the newly erected State 
House on Beacon Hill was covered by copper 
from his factory, and it required over six 
thousand feet. The bill amounted to 
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$4232.00. In 1803, the Frigate Constitu- 
tion was re-coppered by Revere. The fol- 
lowing item appeared in her log-book under 
date of June 26 : *' The carpenters gave 
nine cheers, which were answered by the 
seamen and calkers, because they had in 
fourteen days completed coppering the 
ship with copper made in the States.'* ^ 

A correspondent of the Massachusetts 
Spy under date of November 24, 1802, 
while speaking of the progress of the me- 
chanic arts in the United States, says he 
" was happy in noticing that the superb 
dome of the new State House has recently 
been coppered; and in learning that the 
sheets were manufactured in Massachusetts 
by Colonel Revere and Son." It added to 
his satisfaction that ''the only manufactory 
of Sheet Copper in America is in this State ; 
— and that the manufacturers above men- 
tioned have now ready for delivery to the 
government of the United States 30,000 
weight of sheet copper for covering the 

' Memorial Hhtory of Boston^ vol. 3, p. 337. 
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bottoms of the 74 gun ships ordered some 
years since to be built/' 

In 1S03, very soon after the Constitution 
was re-coppered, she became the flagship 
of Commodore Edward Preble, who had 



/- 




been placed in command of the squadron 
against Tripoli, the war with which was 
then in progress. By a series of skillful 
bombardments, Preble soon brought those 
troubles to a close, and Congress voted him 
the thanks of the nation, and presented him 
with a gold medal. 

After this the Constitution was succes- 
sively in command of Barron, Decatur, 
Rodgers, and Lawrence ; and when the war 
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of 181 2 was declared she was placed in com- 
mand of Captain Isaac Hull, who captured 




(/i^uo 



the British Frigate Guerriere, August 19, 
1812. 

In October of the same year, under com- 
mand of Commodore William Bainbridge, 




** Old Ironsides " captured the British Frigate 
Java ; and afterwards, under Captain 
Charles Stewart, among other prizes taken, 
were the Cyane and Levant. 

Her later history has been a varied one. 
In 1830, it was proposed to dismantle 
and break up the famous old war-ship. 
Public sentiment was against it ; and nothing 
contributed more to the successful opposi- 
tion to the destruction of this veteran of 
many battles than Dr. Oliver Wendell 
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Holmes' poem of ** Old Ironsides." ^ 

Since that time "Old Ironsides" has 
been the flagship of the Home, Pacific, and 
Mediterranean Squadrons ; she has been a 
"school-ship" and a " training-ship ;" and in 
1882, she was sent to Portsmouth, N. H., 
as a "receiving-ship," but was soon placed 
out of commission ; and now, in her old 
age, lies quietly moored to the wharf in 
the Navy Yard. 

During the early years of this new busi- 
ness it was difficult to get all the copper- 
stock required; and writing to the Secretary 
of the Navy, June lo, 1803, Revere made 
the practical suggestion that the Govern- 
ment vessels cruising in the Mediterranean 
Sea should stop at Smyrna and bring home 
a cargo of copper in ballast. Again, the 
month following: "Our works have cost us 

^ The proposal to destroy the frigate Constitution, fondly 
and familiarly known as "Old Ironsides," kindled a patriotic 
frenzy in the sensitive Boston boy, which burst forth into 
the noble lyric, ** Ay, tear her tattered ensign down." — George 
William Curtis in Harfer^s Magaxin^^ for July, 1891, p. 278. 

On page 569 is a fac-simile of the autograph poem very 
kindly written for me by the author. 
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a great deal of money; and we believe 
are the first & only ones in America; 
and our Copper is pronounced, by the best 
Judges, equal to the English; we will 
thank the Administrators of our Govern- 
ment, if they will give us all the encour- 
agement we merit. There being no Copper 
mines that are worked to advantage in the 
United States, would it not be best that 
all the old copper which comes from the 
Government Vessels should be reserved to 
manufacture over again ? " To Messrs. Beck 
& Harvey, Philadelphia, October 29, 1803, ^^ 
speaks of the large quantity of bolts and 
spikes which his firm furnished for the 
Frigates Constitution, Essex, Boston, and 
the one built at Portsmouth, and says : " We 
have manufactured the Bolts & Spikes for 
more than twenty merchant vessels." 

Writing the Secretary of the Navy, 
Mr. Smith, November 27, of the same year, 
he speaks of the delinquency of the Gov- 
ernment : " We beg leave to mention that 
it is more than two years since we have 
received one shilling from Government, tho 
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we have been at work for them the whole 
time; that there is near 5^15,000 due us, 
besides which, should you agree to take 
our 28 & 26 ounce copper which we men- 
tioned in our last, we shall be able soon 
to finish the whole of our contract, when 
there will be due to us between 24 & 
$25,cxx). We are now, Sir, distressed for 
money; and if you will be so kind as to 
put the means into M*" Brown's hands to 
supply us, you will lay us under very great 
obligations. You must be sensible that it 
requires a Considerable Capital to carry on 
a Business the stock of which cannot be 
purchased but with Cash." 

During the years 1804-5, his son and part- 
ner, Joseph Warren Revere, visited England, 
France, Holland, Denmark and Sweden, for 
the express purpose of perfecting himself 
in all that pertained to the manufacture 
of copper. 

In 1809, copper was furnished Messrs, 
Livingston & Fulton for two boilers to 
be used on the Hudson River and New 
York ferry steamboats; 16,000 lbs. in sheets 
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three feet wide by five feet in length, 
some of which weighed over two hundred 
pounds; and the next year a correspondence 
took place concerning other supplies for 
steamboat purposes : 

" Boston, 7 Dec' 18 10 
" Robert Fulton, Esq 

** Sir, Your favour of the 3** Inst, came 
duly to hand. We will supply you with 
five tons of Copper such as we furnished 
you with in 1809, at fifty cents p*^ lb. 4 
months Credit. It shall all be ready for 
delivery in four weeks after we receive your 
order. 

" Respectfully 

•*Your humble Servt, 

** Paul Revere & Son." 

A few years later, during the war, Fulton 
wrote to them as follows: 

"New York July 20'** 1814 
** Mess^^ Paul Revere & Son 
" Gentlemen : 
" The Committee for building the steam 
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ship of War will not give more than 70 
cents a pound for boiler plates of Copper, 
and hope to have them for less should 
your market price be lower, if not and 
for 70 cents a pound you will deliver it 
at my works in Jersey city they will take 
Six tons in plates 5 feet long 3 feet wide 
and a strong quarter of an inch thick, 
if you accept these terms you will have 
the goodness to send it on 2 tons at a 
time as fast as prepared and please to 
write me immediately on the receipt of this 
letter. 

" I am Gentlemen your 

" Most Obedient 




Under this management, of Paul Revere 
& Son, this business was continued, its 
headquarters being in Boston, during the 
remainder of Paul Revere's life; and after 
his death, his son, Joseph Warren, carried 
it on until 1828, when the Revere Copper 
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Company was chartered. The senior Re- 
vere continued active, and retained a general 
interest in the business up to within a 
few years of his death. The company that 
succeeded the father and son, is still in 
operation, with works at Canton and a store 
on Atlantic Avenue, Boston, and another 
one in New York city, and was, until re- 
cently, under the presidency of a grandson 
of Paul, and son of Joseph Warren, John 
Revere, Esq.^ 

The making of church bells was dis- 
continued many years ago by this com- 
pany; while the casting of cannon is an 
industry which the works resume only as 
occasion requires. Several hundreds of can- 
non were furnished the United States Gov- 
ernment during the War of the Rebellion. 

Joseph Warren Revere remained un- 
married until after the death of his father, 
and " to him it was given by his enter- 
prise and care, to relieve his parents of all 
worldly anxiety in their declining years ; 
and he remained a blessing in their house- 

' The grandson, John, died Jul/ 26, 1886. 
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hold as long as they lived." In 182 1, he 
married Mary Robbins, and to them was 
given a large family of children. Two of 
their sons, Paul Joseph, Colonel, and Ed- 
ward Hutchinson Robbins, Surgeon, of the 
Twentieth Massachusetts Regiment, were 
killed in the War of. the Rebellion; the 
one at Gettysburg, the other at Antietam. 
The memorial volume commemorative of 
their lives and deeds, privately printed, in 
1874, was written by a brother-in-law, Robert 
Possac Rogers, and sister, Maria A. Revere.^ 

Joseph Warren Revere died at his sum- 
mer residence in Canton, Mass., October 
II, 1868, aged 92 years. He was the 
last one of the sixteen children of 
Paul. He w^as a business man of rare 
enterprise and integrity. He filled vari- 

' Paul Joseph was the third son of Joseph Warren Revere, 
and in speaking of him in Massachusetts in the Rebellion^ 
p. 634, P. C. Hcadlcy sa^s : "His early death took from his 
friends and his country a true man, a gallant soldier, and 
an accomplished Christian gentleman — from his wife and two 
young children, a devoted husband and father/* A memo- 
rial marble tablet has be^n set up at Gettysburg in his honor. 
His portrait appears in Memorial History of Boston ^ vol. 3, 
p. 219. 
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ous places of public trust; was in the 
board of aldermen in Boston in 1833, 
and was several times elected to the Legis- 
lature from Boston. He was a "gentleman 
of the old school " in the best sense of 




Revere House at Canton. 



the term. " During his long and useful 
life he always enjoyed the affectionate re- 
gard of a wide circle of relatives and 
friends." ^ 

' From photogp-aph taken by William Bacon Revere, great- 
grandson of Paul. 
* Nciv England Historic Genealogical Register for 1869, p. 356. 
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His wife died at Boston, February i, 
1879. 

The house shown on page 576 is situ- 
ated within the enclosure of the Revere 
Copper Works. Formerly it had an L 
which has disappeared. It is now used as 
a storehouse. During the years in which 
the senior Revere used it as a summer resi- 
dence, he had a handsome garden in front 
of the house. The little wooden fish-va^ie 
on top of the bell-tower seen in the rear 
of the house was made by Revere; and 
there are other traces of his handi-work 
around the present works of the company. 
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OTHER ASSOCIATIONS ORGANIZED. 



The Massachusetts Charitable NFechaxic Association 
— Revere Its First President — Dinner to Lafayette — 
The Silver Snuff Box — Benjamin Russell's Oblation — 
The Revere House — The Paul Revere Association — 
Helps Build Fort Strong on Noddle's Island — Thanks 
from Bishop Cheverus. 



T^HE preliminary step, which resulted in 
^ the formation of the ** Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association " was an- 
nounced in the Columbian Ce7ifmel for 
December 31, 1794, as follows: 

** The Tradesmen, Mechanics, and Manu- 
facturers of this town and vicinity, who 
keep apprentices, are desired to meet at 
the Green Dragon, on Tuesday evening 
next, at 6 o'clock, for the purpose of con- 
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suiting on measures for petitioning the 
General Court, to revise and amend the 
Law respecting apprentices. " 1 

Meetings were held at the Green Dragon, 
and on the 17th of January, following, Paul 
Revere, as chairman, issued a notice in the 
Centinel calling for a meeting of the 
mechanics to hear a report of a committee 
that had been appointed at one of these 
meetings; and on March 11, the newspapers 
contained the following : 

" Meeting of Mechanics. 

" The Mechanics of the town of Boston 
are requested to meet at Concert Hall, this 
evening, precisely at 7 o'clock, for the pur- 
pose of taking into consideration, and de- 
ciding on the Report of their Committee, 
appointed on the 19th of January, for the 

* "There was no signature to this advertisement. There 
is a tradition, that Paul Revere, — one of the most influential 
mechanics of the town, and one whom the others were ac- 
customed to consult on matters that were deemed of general 
interest to them as a body, — was surprised on seeing the 
notice, and thought it rather an act of presumption in the 
anonymous author to publish it without his knowledge.** 
Annals of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Associa- 
tion ^ by Joseph T. Buckingham. 
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purpose of drafting regulations for the pro- 
posed Association of the Mechanics df this 
town. As the subject is of prime importance, 
and as the sentiments of every one on the 
subject are desired, it is requested that a 
o^eneral and ounctual attendance will u^ 
given. Those who have received the printed 
copies of the report are requested to bring 
them with them at the meeting. 

" Paul Revere, per order." 

On the 24th of March, Mr. Revere gave 
notice that " The Constitution of the As- 
sociated Mechanics of the Town of Boston 
will be ready for signing on Saturday next, 
at Mr. Ebenezer Larkin*s Bookstore in 
Cornhill;" and his is the first of the eighty- 
three names of the original members : 
" Paul Revere, Goldsmith." Each one signed 
his name and his trade. His son, Paul Jr., was 
also one of the original members. At a 
meeting, April i6, held at Concert Hall, 
these members proceeded to choose their 
officers; and Paul Revere was unanimously 
elected President, to which office he was 
annually chosen until 1799, when he de- 
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clined to longer hold the position. After 
ten years of endeavor, the Society succeeded 
in obtaining an act of incorporation as the 
" Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic As- 
sociation," and at its first meeting, May 2, 
1806, to organize under the act, Revere 




Silver Snuff Box, made by Revere.' 



was chosen moderator of the meeting. A 

This snuff-box was given by Revere to Benjamin Russell, 
founder and editor of the Columbian CentineU who afterwards 
gave it to a member of the family of Hon John C. Park. In 
1S52, while Jonas Chickering was president of the Massachu- 
setts Charitable Mechanic Association, Mr. Park presented it to 
him, who accepted it, " to be given by him to his successor, and 
regularly transmitted to each president in succession.'* 
This has been done and it is now in the possession of President 
Oliver M. Went worth, who kindly allowed the above sketch 
to be made by Howard G. Laskey. 
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thorough organization was perfected, and 
from "small and almost insignificant be- 
ginnings, it has become, in its maturity, 
powerful and important, and exercises a 
salutary influence on the civil, social and 
industrial condition of the city of Boston." 
• During the visit of Lafayette to our 
country in 1825, this Association tendered 
him a dinner, at which two hundred mem- 
bers and many dignitaries of the State and 
Nation were present. It took place at the 
Marlboro Hotel, on Washington Street. 
The toasts for the occasion were prepared 
and announced by Joseph T. Buckingham ; 
and one of them was as follows : " The 
Memory of Paul Revere — a Boston Me- 
chanic, who wrought zealously and cheer- 
fully in the great work of Liberty." 

His portrait, copied from the original 
Stuart, now hangs in the Presidents room 
of the Association's large and commodious 
building on Huntington Avenue. In 1842, 
the twelfth triennial festival was held ; and 
at the dinner in Faneuil Hall, the venerable 
Benjamin Russell made a speech, during 
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which he offered the following as an obla- 
tion: 

" The sacred memory of Paul Revere, 
Jonathan Hunnewell, John Cotton, Edward 
Tuckerman, Francis Wright, Samuel Gore, 
Edmund Hart, and Zachariah Hicks, original 
members, elected by their fellow-associates» 
during a long series of years, to high and 
responsible offices of the Association, merit- 
ing and receiving their highest confidence 
and unanimous thanks; and now enjoying 
the blessed reward of faithful and success- 
ful services in another and a better world/' 

In 1845, the Association purchased the 
Boott estate, on which was erected a hotel ; 
and April 10, 1846, it was *' voted, that 
the house in Bowdoin Square, heretofore 
known as the Booll house, be called and 
known hereafter as the Revere house, in 
honor of the late Paul Revere, the first 
president of the Association." It was leased 
for many years to Mr. Paran Stevens, and 
became, and still is, one of Boston's most 
famous hostelries. 
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During the year 1891, the Paul Revere 
Association was organi-zed. This is composed 
of the past and present members of the 
board of government of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association, and is in- 
tended not only to be of a social nature, 
but to particularly aid the interests of the 
triennial exhibitions of the parent society. 
Hon. Frederic W. Lincoln, a great-grand- 
son of Revere, was elected its first president. 

Revere was appointed a Coroner in 
1796, and his first inquest, February 21, 
was on the body of one Daniel Keller, a 
seafaring man who poisoned himself with 
laudanum. A record of this with the 
names of the jurors, together with that of 
forty-five other " Inquisitions," covering the 
period to January 14, 1801, was carefully 
kept in a small memorandum book. ThS 
original detailed bill for five of these in- 
quests rendered by Revere against the Coun- 
ty of Suffolk, amounting to $119.11, is in 
the autograph collection of Dr. John S. H. 
Fogg, of South Boston. 

The first successful effort to insure prop- 
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ertv asrainst loss bv fire, in Boston, was made 
in 1798, when the *' Massachusetts Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company " was incorporated 
by the General Court. The charter was dated 
March 2, and the first name in it is 
Paul Revere. As soon as organized tlic 
company began business, which it has con- 
tinued until the present time, re-organizing 
after the great fire of November 9, 10, 
1872. In the large volume still in use by this 
company, are the signatures of its stockhold- 
ers from its first date until the present time. 
In the first list, containing some eight hun- 
dred and fifty names, there are those of most 
of the prominent Bostonians of that time.^ 

• The following was the original form adopted for these sig- 
natures : 

" We, the subscribers, anticipating the advantages which may 
^rise to us from having our Houses and other Buildings se- 
cured against fire, upon the only just principles of Insurance, 
and as an Act of the General Court has been passed, incorpo- 
rating a Company by the name of the Massachusetts Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company, purporting the same, and which 
provides, that Funds should be raised from among its mem- 
bers, to be distributed among those whose houses or other 
buildings should be injured or consumed by fire, whether 
the same should happen by accident, lightening, civil com- 
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On August 4, 1806, in the middle of the 
day, Thomas O. Selfridge shot Charles Aus- 
tin, in the front of the " Bunch of Grapes " 
Inn, on State Street, Boston. Selfridge 
was tried and found " not guilty." Thomas 
Handasyd Perkins was foreman of the 
grand jury which found the indictment, 
and Paul Revere was foreman of the 
petit jury which rendered the verdict.^ 

In the Memorial History of Boston, vol. 
3, p. 310, in a foot-note, it is stated that the 
following document was found among the 
papers of Isaac Harris, of Boston, who died 
in 1868: 

"Boston, Sept. 8, 1814. The sub- 
scribers. Mechanics of the Town of Boston, 
to evince our readiness to co-operate by 
manual labor in measures for the Defence 

motion, or foreign invasion, do hereby subscribe our names 
as membt^rs of the same, and do bind ourselves, our heirs 
and assigns, to paj-, by way of assessment, in case losses 
should happen so as to consume the absolute fund, at the 
discretion of the Directors, during the term of seven years, a 
sum not exceeding two dollars for each dollar paid as premium 
and deposit money by us respectively." 

* Memorial History of Boston^ vol. 4, p. 58S. 
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of the Town and Naval Arsenal, do hereby 
tender our services to His Excellency the 
Commander-in-chief, to be directed in such 
manner as he shall consider at this eventful 
crisis most conducive to the Public Good/^ 
Then follow the signatures of about one 
hundred and fifty North End mechanics ; 
opposite each name is a statement of the 
time each man was willing to serve. It be- 
longs to Mr. Isaac H. Gary, Jr., of Brook- 
lyn, New York, who thinks that without 
doubt the paper was drawn up by Paul Re* 
vere, and he is the first signer. ^ 

John Gheverus, the first Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Boston, sent the following acknowl- 
edgement at this time: 

"To Mess Paul Revere & Son 

" Boston September 28* 18 14. 
" Bishop Gheverus presents his compli- 
ments to Mess. P. Revere & Son & thanks 

* These •'substantial North End mechanics" to assist 
Governor Strong, were employed on Noddle's Island building 
a fort which was called ••Fort Strong." Boys from the public 
and private schools assisted them. — Massachusetts Historical 
Society s Proceeding, 1881, pp. 288,9. 
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them for having permitted the men in their 
employ to work yesterday with him at the 
fortifications, & for generously allowing them 
their usual wages as if they had been work- 
ing for him." ^ 

* From famil/ papers. 
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THE REVERE PORTRAITS. 



The Painting by John Singleton Copley — That by 
Gilbert Stuart — The Crayon Portrait by Saint Memin 
— Portrait of John Revere, a Grandson. 



TTHERE are three original portraits of Re- 
vere ; two admirable paintings, and one 
good profile view, in crayon, from which 
copper-plate engravings were made. Many of 
the portraits of Revolutionary patriots, and 
pre-Revolutionary Bostonians, so many of 
which were painted by Copley, show us the 
wealthy merchant, or well-to-do citizen, in 
"blue damask gown lined with silk, a 
white plaited stock, a white silk embroidered 
waistcoat, black silk small clothes, white 
silk stockings, and red morocco slippers.'* 
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Not so did Copley paint our earliest portrait 
of Revere ; which " after having lain neglected 
for many years in an attic in this town has 
been finally restored." ^ This presents him 
in the prime of manhood, at his work-table 
as a silversmith. He is in his shirtsleeves, 
and has on a blue waistcoat. His hair is 
without powder. His chin is resting on his 
right hand, while in his left he holds a sil- 
ver teapot. Gravers* tools are scattered upon 
the table in front of him, and form alto- 
gether a unique and striking painting. It 
was executed when he was about forty years 
of age, about the beginning of the Revolu- 
tion, and now belongs to Mrs. John Revere, 
of Canton, Mass. 

The other painting, by Stuart, from 
which the frontispiece of volume one is 
taken, shows him in his advanced years. This 
is the venerable face which has been so often 
copied both in painting and engraving. A 
very fine copy by Jane Stuart, hangs upon 
the walls of the Bostonian Society. The 
original also belongs to Mrs. John Revere. 

' Address of D. T. V. Huntoon, at Canton, in 1875. 
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The crayon portrait was by the celebrated 
French artist, Fevret de Saint-Memin, who 
lived in various cities in the States several 
years, taking the portraits of many citizens. 
There is a " St.-Memin Collection of Portraits ; 
consisting of Seven hundred and sixty 
Medallion Portraits. From Proof impressions 
of the original copper-plates, engraved by 
M. de St.-Memin, from Drawings taken from 
Life by himself." *' These portraits are 
remarkable for the delicacy of their execution, 
for the individuality which they exhibit, for 
their truth as likenesses, and above all for 
their purity of expression." St. Memin first 
took the profile in crayon, and by a process 
of his own reduced it to medallion size, 
and then engraved on copper-plate for the 
above collection. He also made a small me- 
dallion of Revere. There are but few of 
these smaller medallion engravings in exist- 
ence. William O. Lincoln of Hingham, 
Mass., a great-grandson of Revere, has one ; 
also the Bostonian Society. The original 
crayon, which belongs to the Misses Mary 
E. and Adaline L. Riddle of Hingham, also 
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great-grandchildren of Revere,^ was taken in 

1800, when he was sixty-five years of age, 
and while St. Memin was living in Phila- 
delphia. Concerning it, Revere wrote to 
Edward Edwards, of that city, under date 
of August 25, 1800: "I will thank you to 
call on the Frenchman about my picture ; 
he promised it in 2 or 3 months. I paid 
him for the frame ; " and again January 20, 

1 80 1, he speaks of receiving it and says : 
'' I paid M'' Memin five dollars for the 
Frame & Glass the last time I was at his 
Chamber.'' 



y^ N?v 




Re\^rk's Watch-Chain Seal.* 



> Their father, David Riddle, married Mary, eldest daughter 
of Jedidiah and Mary (Revere) Lincoln. 

* Now belongs to Paul Revere of Bridgewater, Mass., a 
great-grandson. 
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A NOBLE LIFE ENDED. 



Dies at his Charter Street Home — Names op Chil- 
dren — The Family Tomb — Granary Burial Ground Tab- 
lets — Tributes of Nathaniel B. Shurtlkff, Edward G. 
Porter, Rowland Ellis and Others — His Name Perpet- 
uated BY Town, Societies, Associations and Business 
Corporations. 



PAUL REVERE died at his home on 
Charter Street, Boston, May lo, 1818, 
aged eighty-three years. His wife, Rachel, died 
three years before, June 19, 181 5. By his 
second wife, as by his first, he had a family 
of eight children, viz. : 



Joshua, born Dec. 7, 1774; di 

John, " June 10, 1776; 

Joseph Warren, •' April 30, 1777; 
Lucy, ** May 15, 1780; 

Harriet, ** jtly 24, 1783; 

John, " Dec. 25, 1784; 



ied about 1792. 

*' June 27, 1776. 

" October 12, 186S. 

** July 9, 17S0. 

*' June 27, i860. 

" March — 1786* 
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Maria, born July 4, 1785; died August 22, 1847. 

John, ** Mar. 27, 1787; ** April 30, 1847. 

Only one of the children by his first wife, 
Mary, and four by his second, Joseph War- 
ren, Harriet, Maria, and John, survived him.^ 

For a number of the later years of his 
life he had resided in Canton during the 
summer months. 




Revere's Monument and Tomb. 

The Revere family tomb is in the old 

* Maria, the youngest daughter, married Joseph Balestier, 
-who was consul at Singapore, and afterwards Minister to the 
powers of Eastern Asia. He died at York, Pa., in 1863. 
Maria died at Singapore, August 22, 1847. 



A NOBLE LIFE, 607 



" Granary Burying Ground." It is situated in 
the rear of the central part. From the gate- 
way on Tremont Street, it is in a line with 
the Franklin monument, a little to the right, 
very easily distinguished. There is a small 
slate grave-stone marked ** Revere s Tomb/' 
and a monument bearing the following in- 
scription : " Paul Revere Born In Boston, Jan- 
uary 1735. Died, May, 1818." 

In 1883, bronze tablets, prepared under 
the direction of Dr. Samuel Abbott Green, 
were placed upon the entrance-gates of all 
the Boston burial-places. Those upon 
the " Granary Burying Ground," bear the 
following inscription : 

GRANARY .BURIAL GROUND 
1660. 



Within this ground are buried 
The victims of the Boston Massacre 
March 5, 1770. 



JosiAH Franklin and wife, 

(Parents of Benjamin Franklin) 

Peter Fanueil, Paul Revere, 
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and 

John Phillips, 

First Mayor of Boston. 



GRANARY BURIAL GROUND 
1660. 



Within this ground are buried 

John Hancock, Samuel Adams, 

and 

Robert Treat Paine, 

Signers of the Declaration of Independence ; 

governors 
Richard Bellingham, William Dummer, 

James Bowdoin, Increase Sumner, 

James Sullivan, and Christopher Gore; 

Lieut. Governor Thomas Gushing; 

Chief Justice Samuel Sewall; 

Ministers John Baily, Samuel Willard, 

Jeremy Belknap and John Lathrop. 

Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, in his To- 
pographical and Historical Description of 
Bosto7i, in giving a list of noted personages 
buried in this enclosure says: "And Paul 



A NOBLE LIFE. 609 



Revere, the famous mechanic, and a long 
list of notables sleep within this sacred grave- 
yard * * * and about twenty feet from 
the front fence, quietly moulder the ashes 
of the victims of the Boston Massacre of the 
ever memorable fifth of March, 1770." 

And the Rev. E. G. Porter, D. D., in 
Rambles in Old Boston, p. 322, well says : 
" Revere had the good fortune to come upon 
the stage of action just at the time when the 
controversy with the mother country demand- 
ed prompt and vigorous measures at the hand 
of every true patriot; and he stood ready to 
throw himself into the conflict with all the 
resources of his ardent and versatile nature. 
It only needed such utterances as those of 
Otis and Thacher in '61 to fire the hearts of 
the young men of Boston with a determined 
purpose to resist, at whatever cost, the op- 
pressive measures of the British ministry. 
In the clubs which were organized to give 
expression to this feeling, Revere's influence 
was felt from the first. His strong will, 
positive opinions, and ready wit made him 
a leader, especially among the mechanics 
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who knew him well. He seemed to delight 
in great emergencies, and he was always 
quick to catch the striking features of the 
hour. We are indebted to him for the only 
illustrations that exist of many of the exciting 
events that preceded the outbreak of hostili- 
ties. His technical training in the gold- 
smith's art had given him an acquaintance with 
important scientific principles, which he cleverly 
applied to the service of his country. His 
bold attempts at copper-plate engraving are 
rude enough, to be sure ; but they were con- 
sidered good at the time and were vastly better 
than nothing. His keen sense of humor 
found congenial employment in the carica- 
tures of political events which issued fre- 
quently from his shop, and obtained a wide 
popularity * * * His courage, agility, 
and tact were unsurpassed. He never be- 
trayed the confidence of his friends, nor 
blundered in the execution of a trust." 

Another has said of him, that he was " a 
prosperous North End mechanic, quietly, 
but energetically, pushing his business in- 
terests * * * j^^ h^ ^j^ organizing 
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brain, great judgment and courage, a deter- 
mined will, unfailing energy, and remarkable 
executive ability. He was a born leader of 
the people, and his influence was pervading, 
especially among the mechanics and working 
men of Boston, with whom his popularity 
was immense/' Mr. Rowland Ellis, now liv- 
ing in Newton Centre, was formerly a North- 
Ender, residing on Garden Court Street, 
but a short distance from Revere. He dis- 
tinctly remembers his personal appearance 
and describes him as '*a thick-set, round 
faced, not very tall person, who always wore 
small-clothes.'' The Ellis family pew in the 
" New Brick Church," was directly behind 
that of Revere ; and there, Mr. Ellis says : 
** I used to see him as regularly as the Sab- 
bath came." 

The Boston Intelligencer of May i6, 1818, 
had the following obituary : " On Sunday 
last Paul Revere Esq. aged 83. In the death 
of Col. Revere, the community, but especially 
the extensive circle of his own connections, 
have sustained an irreparable loss. Every 
person, whose whole life, when considered 
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in regard to the public, or to its private 
transactions has been spent in active exer- 
tions, in useful pursuits, in the performance 
of acts of disinterested benevolence or gen- 
eral utility, or in the exercise of the best af- 
fections of the heart & most practical quali- 
ties of the understanding, has an undoubted 
title to posthumous panegyric. Such was Col. 
Revere. Cool in thought, ardent in action, 
he was well adapted to form plans, and to 
carry them into successful execution, — 
both for the benefit of himself & the service 
of others. In the early scenes of our revo- 
lutionary drama, which were laid in this 
metropolis, as well as at a later oeriod of its 
progress, his country found him one of her 
most zealous and active of her sons. His 
ample property, which his industry and 
perseverance had enabled him to amass, was 
always at the service of indigent worth, and 
open to the solicitations of friendship, or 
the claims of more intimate connections. 
His opinions upon the events & vicissitudes 
of life, were always sound and formed upon 
an accurate observation of nature and an ex- 
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tensive experience. His advice was therefore 
as valuable as it was readily proffered to mis- 
fortune. A long life, free from the frequent 
afflictions of diseases, was the consequence of 
constant bodily exercise, & regular habits, — 
and he has died in a good old age & all 
which generally attend it, * As honors, love, 




Revere's Shoe-Buckles and Case.* 



obedience, troops of friends,' have followed 
him to the tomb." 

The town of North Chelsea, Massachu- 
setts, was incorporated March 19, 1848; and 

* Surrounded with brilliants. Now belongs to Maria A. 
Revere, a grand-daughter. Sketched hy H. G. Laskey. 
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March 24, 1871, the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts honored and perpetuated Revere's 
name by changing the corporate name of this 
town to Revere, Masonry has honored 
him by naming one of its Lodges after 
him. Manufacturing companies of many 
kinds have assumed his name for their 
corporate title ; as have, also, associations 
and societies, of a military and charitable 
character. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



A RESUME. 



The Record Ended — Some Prominent Characteris- 
tics — His many Occipations — His Social Life — Member 
OF many Organizations — His Statue Needed — A True, 
Noble, and Patriotic Example. 



THE record is ended. Paul Revere lived 
a long, active and useful life. As a citi- 
zen he was highly esteemed and honored by 
his fellow-townsmen. He died possessing 
the confidence alike of rich and poor. He was 
not one of the great Revolutionary leaders, 
yet it was his province to be a leader of 
the patriotic mechanics of Boston, who were 
the bone and sinew of the Revolutionary ele- 
ment The upper classes, in great numbers, 
were Tories and left the city at the evacua- 
tion ; but the mechanics, the working classes, 
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were wholly on the patriotic side of the 
struggle from its inception to the end. This 
body stood ever ready to follow him. To 
him they looked for guidance. 

While quite a young man he developed 
great energy and good judgment. In his 
middle age, having been associated with so 
many of the leading men of the day in many 
of the important matters of those stirring 
times, leading up to the Revolution, he became 
a significant factor, ever performing his part 
with the utmost conscientiousness. In his 
life after the Revolutionary War, his friends 
and neighbors were ever ready to follow him : 
and- "no one in that section of the town in 
which he lived influenced more votes than 
he did."^ 

During his lifetime he held both military 
and civic position. Before, during and after 
the Revolution, he filled offices of trust, and 
performed honorable service. He followed 
many occupations ; all of them important and 
many of them particularly opportune. The 
improvement of the industrial arts, and the 

Thomas C. Amorv, Jr., in Student and Schoolmate. 
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best and highest interests of mechanics ever 
received his attention and devotion. At 
first he was a goldsmith, skilled in making 
vessels and utensils of gold and silver, and 
ornamenting them. Then he became an en- 
graver on copper-plate, producing many sketch- 
es, caricatures, and illustrations of historical 
events. For a while he practiced dentistry. 
During the early years of the Revolution he 
manufactured gunpowder. Then he entered 
the military service. Afterwards becoming a 
founder, casting cannon and church-bells, and 
manufacturing copper-bolts, spikes, iron- ware, 
etc., eventually founding the extensive cop- 
per-w^orks of the Revere Copper Company, 
at Canton. Although he had a large family 
to support, still he found leisure and inter- 
ested himself in all public measures. 

In his social life he was connected with 
many philanthropic institutions, in which 
he took an active part. One who knew^ 
him well, writing in the New England Mag- 
aztniy in 1832, vol. 3, p. 314, says: "He 
had a great fondness for mechanics as a 
science, and early made himself acquainted 
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with many of the most important principles, 
and though often engaged in other pursuits 
he always returned to this with additional 
delight and vigor. By an uncommonly 
long life of industry and economy, he had 
been able to obtain a competency in the way 
of property, and to educate a large family, 
of children, many of w^hom are living to 
participate in one of the purest and most 
affectionate gratifications that a child can 
enjoy — the contemplation of the character 
of an upright, patriotic and virtuous father." 
Yet very many persons, if asked to tell 
who Paul Revere was, would sum his history 
in the words of the poet who has immortalized 
him with his muse, and begin: 

** Listen my children and you shall hear 
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere." 

But he deserves better than this. His 
career symbolizes much more than this ride 
to Lexington, with his " cry of alarm," which 
went " to every village and farm ; " for, be- 
sides the various trades in which he exhibited 
such deft handiwork, he was an important 
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character in many ways. He was one of the 
first in the " Sons of Liberty," always work- 
ing with his co-patriots, in the interest of 
the people, against the aggressions and en- 
croachments of the crown. He belonged to the 
various political clubs, and the Masons, the 
leaders in which organizations were ever 
foremost in all patriotic work. He acted 
as messenger and courier on very many im* 
portant occasions. He was a friend of 
Hancock, Samuel and John Adams, Warren, 
Otis, and many others of the Revolutionary 
leaders, and was often called upon by them 
for valuable services. 

William V. Wells, in his Life of Samuel 
Adams, thus speaks of Revere : " The pa- 
triot engraver and goldsmith always remem- 
bered Samuel Adams as the * political father.' 
Adams engaged his services, whenever it was 
possible, for emergencies and confidential busi- 
ness, where courage and skill were required. 
He was sometimes admitted to the confer- 
ences of the Committee of Correspondence,^ 

* He was a member of the Committee of Correspondence — 
therefore was ever in consultation on public matters. 
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and usually rode express with the circulars 
from Boston to distant places. The commit- 
tee gave him their fullest confidence. He 
lived to see them all pass to their reward, 
while he survived to recount the adventures 
of a by-gone generation. As soldier, artist, 
and mechanic, his deeds wrought into narra- 
tive would form volumes of exciting events, as- 
sociated with America s greatest characters.'' ^ 
Although not one of the great directors, 
he was one of the most earnest actors and 
participators in the stirring events of the 
early annals of our nation s history. " Cer- 
tainly in his native city, his patriotic ser\'ices 
should be remembered by all generations." 
As time goes on such lives as his will be 
studied, honored, cherished and remembered 
with still greater reverence. And when his 
statue shall have been placed in some prom- 
inent position in one of Boston's public 
squares, we shall be more forcibly reminded 
of the daring deeds and eventful life, of one 
of her truest, most noble, and patriotic sons, 
Paul Revere. 

» Vol. 2, p. 153. 
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THE HUGUENOTS. 



CONCERNING the Huguenots, a writer 
in The Critic for August i, 1885, says: 
" Among the varied elements composing that 
very miscellaneous multitude which, impelled 
by widely different motives, sought the shores 
of America during the Seventeenth and Eigh- 
teenth Centuries, the French Protestants 
may justly claim the first rank. The best 
qualities which distinguish the other classes 
of colonists were all united in them. They 
combined the religious fervor and devotion 
to duty of the Puritan with the high 
breeding and social refinement of the Cav- 
alier, the commercial enterprise of the 
Dutch, the industry and domestic virtues 
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of the Germans, and the pacific and kindly 
temper of the followers of Penn. They 
added to these qualities a tolerant spirit, 
and a regard for the rights and feelings of 
others, which their fellow-colonists did not 
always exhibit. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that they were everywhere welcomed 
into the best classes of the settlements, 
and that they left everywhere a reputation 
of which their descendants have good rea- 
son to be proud. » » » The evil policy 
of Louis XIV., disastrous to France, was 
a special stroke of fortune for England 
and her colonies." 

And another writer says : " No class 
of emigrants has contributed in propor- 
tion to their numbers a greater share 
to the prosperity, intellectual progress, and 
refinement of the United States than 
these exiles. They were, almost without 
exception, persons of superior social stand- 
ing and good education, yet accustomed 
by reverses to labor." 

Lucius Manlius Sargent, in Dealings 
with the Dead, by " The Sexton of the Old 
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School," vol. 2, p. 496, says: "These Hugue- 
nots came to these North American shores 
— as our pilgrim fathers came — to wor- 
ship God, in security, and according to 
their consciences. Many of these persecuted 
men conferred, upon their adopted home, 
those blessings, which the exercise of their 
talents, and the influence of their characters 
and of the talents and characters of their 
descendants have confirmed to our common 
country, for many generations.'* 





APPENDIX B. 

GENERAL JOSEPH WARREN REVERE. 

GENERAL Joseph Warren Revere, was 
the son of Dr. John, the youngest 
son of Paul Revere. He was born in Boston, 
May 17, 181 2, and died in Hoboken, N. J., 
April 20, 1880. He entered the United 
States Navy, as midshipman, in 1828, and 
continued in the service for twenty-two 
years, during which time he visited almost 
every portion of the globe. " The pirates 
of the Gulf and of the Indian seas have 
been familiar to him, and he has pursued 
the stormy paths of his profession in the 
frozen Antarctic ocean, and the deleterious 
coast of Africa; in the everglades of 
Florida in pursuit of Seminoles, and in 
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pleasant California during the Mexican war» 
he having hoisted the first American flag 
ever given to the breeze on the north 
side of the Bay of San Francisco." In 
1850, he entered the Mexican service as 
Lieutenant - Colonel in the army and 
instructor of artillery, and was decorated 
with the ** Cross of Mexican Valor." For 
rescuing Spanish subjects the Queen of 
Spain knighted him in the " Royal Order 
of Ysabel the Catholic," March 3, 1852, 
and the city of Cadiz gave him a gold 
medal. He entered the United States ser- 
vice in the War of the Rebellion, as Colonel 
of the Seventh New Jersey Volunteers; 
was in the battles of Fair Oaks, Seven 
Pines, Fredericksburg, Yorktown, and Antie- 
tam, being breveted Brigadier- General for 
meritorious services. At Chancellorsville, 
while in command of the Second Division, 
Second Brigade, Third Army Corps, a 
charge was preferred against him by Gen- 
eral Sickles, and a court-martial found him 
guilty of ** conduct to the prejudice of 
good order and military discipline," and he 
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was dismissed the service ; but when Presi- 
dent Lincoln heard all the facts in the 
case, he promptly reinstated him, believing 
that gross injustice had been done him. 
He immediately tendered his resignation, 
which was accepted. He was the author 
of two books of travel : " Keel and Saddle/' 




De RivoiRE Coat-of-Arms. 



and "A Tour of Duty in California, 
including a description of the Gold 
Region." In 1875, being in poor health, 
he made a tour abroad; and while at 
Vienne, in the southeastern part of France, 
by mere chance, he says in his diary, found 
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himself in the 
home of his an- 
cestors, the De 
Rivoires, con- 
cerning whom 
he learned that 
they lived in the 
immediate vi- 
cinity of the 
city of Vienne, 
on the River 
Rhone, in the 
Department of 
Isere, a portion 
of the old prov- 
ince of Dau- 
phine. There 
still remains on 
Mont Rivoire, 
in Romagnieu, 

* Copied from a 
sketch by Gen. Joseph 
Warren Revere bjr H. 
G. Laskey, as was al- 
so the Coat-of-arms. 
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in the arrondissement of La Tour du Pin, a 
short distance from Vienna, the ruins of 
one of the old chateaus belonging to the 
De Rivoires. 




I 




APPENDIX C 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTH END CAUCUS.' 

AT a meeting of the North End Caucus, 
Boston, held at Mr. William Campbell's 
March 23, 1772. 

The members were 



William Molinaux. 
Gibbens Sharp. 
Capt. Cazneau. 
Capt. Pulling. 
Adam Colson. 
Henry Bass. 
Eben Symmes. 
John Symmes. 
Abiel Ruddock. 
Thomas Chrysty. 



Samuel Adams. 
John Adams.. 
Nathaniel Barber. 
Benjamin Burt. 
Edward Proctor. 
Nathaniel Appleton. 
Perez Morton. 
Joseph Greenleaf. 
Benjamin Edes. 
Moses Grant. 



' Furnished by kindness of A. O. Crane, Esq., of Boston. 
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Thomas Chase. 
Thomas Hichborn. 
Paul Revere. 
John Ballard. 
John Lowell. 
Thomas Kimball. 
Thomas Tileston. 
Gabriel Johonnott. 
Thomas Uran. 
Asa Stoddard. 
Elias Parkman. 
Dr. Benj. Church. 
Dr. Joseph Warren. 
James Foster Condy. 
John Winthrop. 
John Lambert. 
Ezekiel Cheever. 
William Dennie. 
Dr. Allen. 
Dr. Youne. 



Caleb Champney. 
Richard Palms. 
Nathaniel Holmes. 
Samuel Emmes. 
James Swan. 
William Breck. 
Benjamin Kent. 
John Boit. 
Jon'a Stoddard. 
Isaac Pearce. 
Isaac Pearce Jun. 
Thomas H. Peck. 
John Merritt. 
Elisha Story. 
William Hickling. 
William Hoskins. 
John R. Sigourney. 
John Matchett. 
Samuel White. 
Mr. Chadwell. 



Gibbens Sharp, was Moderator. 

Abiel Ruddock Secretary. 

Voted — That the Secretary be desired 
to record the proceedings of the Caucus. 
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Voted — That we will use our endeavours 
for Oliver Wendell, Esq., to be Selectman, in 
the room of Dr. Jon. Greenleaf, resigned. 

Voted — That Capt. Cazneau and Nath- 
aniel Barber, be a Committee to write votes 
for the body, and distribute them accordingly. 

Voted — That Messrs G. Sharp, N. Barber, 
T. Hitchborn, Capt. Pulling, H. Bass, Paul 
Revere, J. Ballard, Dr. Young, T. 'Kimball, 
Abiel Ruddock, and John Lowell, be a com- 
mittee to examine into the Minority of the 
town, and report to this body. And, also, 
that this Committee notify the body when 
and where to meet. 

May 5th, 1772. 
At a meeting — Place aforesaid. 

Voted — That this body will use their 
influence that Thomas Cushing, Samuel 
Adams, John Hancock and William Phillips, 
be Representatives for the year ensuing. 

Voted — That Gibbens Sharp, N. Barber, 
and John Lowell, be a Committee to write 
votes and distribute them, for these gentle- 
men. 

Voted— That N. Barber, Dr. T. Young, 
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and Thomas Hichborn, be a Committee to 
wait upon the South End Caucus, and let 
them know what we have done, and that we 
shall be glad of their concurrence with us 
in the same choice, 

Voted — That Messrs Campbell and 
J. Ballard be joined with the Committee 
aforesaid, wait upon the Caucus in the Middle 
part of the town, for the same purpose, and 
with their Committee, to agree upon a Mode- 
rator for the meeting. 

May 19, 1772. 

At a meeting — Place aforesaid, 

Nathaniel Barber, Moderator. 

Voted — Unanimously — That this body 
will support the instructions being read and 
if agreeable, that we will use our influence 
that the town shall receive them. 

Voted — unanimously — That in conse- 
quence of the past misconduct of Esq. 

this body will oppose his appointment to any 
office of trust of the tow 

Voted — That J. Symmes, W. Breck, 
Paul Revere, Dr. Young, and Benjamin Edes, 
be a Committee to wait on the South End 
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Caucus, and the Caucus in the middle part 
of the town, and let them know how we have 
proceeded, and that we shall be glad of 
their concurrence with us. 

March 4th, 1773. 
Nathaniel Barber, Moderator. 

Voted — unanimously — That this body 
will use their influence that John Hancock, 
Esq. be Moderator of the meeting. 

Voted' — That we will use our influence 
that William Cooper, be Town Clerk, that 
J. Scholly, [Scollay], J. Hancock, Timo. New- 
ell, Thomas Marshall, O. Wendell, S. Austin, 
and John Pitts, be Selectmen. — Scholly, 
Newman, Greenough, W™ Cooper, J. Mico 
Wendell, Tho*. Marshall, Joseph Tyler, Adino 
Paddock, James Richardson, Benj. Waldo, 
J. Hancock, S. Adams, Martin Gay, Alex- 
ander Hill, Francis Shaw, Job Prince, Capt. 
Edward Proctor, be Firewards. 

Voted — That John Lowell, James Swan, 
be a Committee to distribute votes. 

Voted — That should there be a vacancy 
in the Firewards, this body will use their 
influence that John Coffin and Capt. Pulling 



640 APPENDICES, 

be chosen in the room of any two that shall 
resign. 

March 23d, 1773. 
Nathaniel Barber, Moderator. 

Voted — That the following Gentlemen 
be chosen Wardens, S. Allyne Otis, Joshua 
Green, Andrew Block. 

May 4th, 1773. 

Voted — To choose the same Representa- 
tives as were chosen last year. 

Voted — That this body will use their in- 
fluence to have Kilby st. paved, if they 
petition according to the ancient custom of 
the town. 

Voted — That Dr. Warren, Dr. Church, 
J. Greenleaf, Esq. Nathaniel Appleton, and 
William Cooper be a committee to prepare 
instructions to lay before the town, for their 
approbation and acceptance. 

Voted — That if any person or persons 
are set up in opposition to the five above 
mentioned, we will oppose him or them 
with all our force. 

Voted — That this body will attend the 
meeting, till the aforesaid persons are chosen. 
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Voted — That Hon. Tho*. Gushing, Esq. 
be moderator of the meeting. 

Voted — That Moses Grant, William Hos- 
kins, &c. be a committee to write votes. 
October 23, 1773. 
Gibbens Sharp Moderator. 

Voted — That this body will oppose the 
vending any Tea, sent by the East India 
Company to any part of the Continent, with 
our lives and fortunes. 

Voted — That there be a committee 
chosen to correspond with any Committee 
chosen in any part of the town, on this oc- 
cation ; and call this body together at any 
time they think necessary. — Paul Revere, 
Abiel Ruddock and John Lowell the Com- 
mittee. 

November 2d, 1773. 

At a meeting of the Caucus held at the 
Green Dragon. Nathaniel Holmes, Modera- 
tor. 

Abiel Ruddock, Secretary. 

Voted — That a committee be chosen to 
wait upon the Committee of Correspondence 
of this town, and desire their attendance here. 
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Committee, B. Kent, E. Proctor, and G. 
Johonnot. 

Voted — That a committee be chosen to 
wait on John Hancock, Esq. and desire him 
to meet with us. Committee, John Winthrop, 
Capt. Matchet, and G. Johonnot, 

Voted — That this body are determined 
that the Tea shipped or to be shipped by 
the East India Company shall not be landed. 

Voted — That a committee be chosen to 
draw a resolution to be read to the Tea Con- 
signees to-morrow 1 2 O'Clock, noon, at Lib- 
erty Tree : and that Dr. Tho*. Young and 
Church, and Warren, be a committee for 
that purpose, and make a report as soon as 
may be. 

And the Committee reported as follows, 
viz. that Tho'. and Elisha Hutchinson, R. 
Clark & Sons, and Benjamin Fanueil, by neg- 
lecting to give satisfaction as their fellow- 
citizens justly expected from them in this 
hour, relative to their acceptance of an office 
destructive to this Community, have intolerably 
insulted this body, and in case they do not 
appear, forthwith, and satisfy their reasonable 
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expectation, this body will look upon them- 
selves warrented to esteem them enemies 
to their Country ; and will not fail to make 
them feel the weight of their just resentment. 
November 3d, 1773. 
Wednesday, 12 O'Ck. 

Voted — That this result be accepted. 

Voted — That Capt. Proctor, John Lowell, 
G. Johonnot, James Swan, John Winthrop 
and T. Chase be a committee to get a flag 
for Liberty Tree. 

Voted that Tho*. Hichborn and John Boit 
be a committee for posting up said notification. 
March nth, 1774. 
At a meeting — Widow Campbell's. ^ 

Voted — To choose William Cooper for 
town Clerk — for Selectmen the same as 
last year, the other officers generally the same, 
only among the Firewards there was this 
change. Capt. Gay, A. Hill, and J. Mico Wen- 
dell, not mentioned, — In their room John 
Pulling, Caleb Davis and Caleb Hopkins. 
John Coffin in the room of Jas. Richardson 
who resigned last year. 

' William Campbell died in 1773, in a fit. 
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May gth, 1774. 

At a meeting, at the Green Dragon. 

Thomas Young, Moderator. 

Abiel Ruddock Secretary. 

Voted — That the prayer of the Rev. 

Congregation's petition be supported. 

Voted — That this body oppose letting 
the granery being appropriated to another 
purpose than it is at present. 

Voted — To choose the same Repre- 
sentatives as last year. 

Voted — That Samuel Adams be Modera- 
tor of the meeting. 

Voted — That a Committee be chosen to 
instruct their Representatives. 

Voted — That Drs. Young and Warren, 
Benj. Kent, John Adams, Jos. Greenleaf, and 
James Lowell, shall be chosen a committee for 
this business. 

Voted — That the petition of Gen. 
Leonard be dismissed at the first reading. 

Note. — The Campbells kept the Salutation Tavern, corner 
of North and Salutation Streets, where the caucus met when 
not at the Green Dragon. 
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JOHN REVERE. 



JOHN REVERE was the youngest son of 
Paul Revere, and was born in North 
Square, Boston, March 27, 1787. He was 
a graduate of Harvard University, and 
studied medicine under Dr. James Jackson. 
He married Lydia Le Baron Goodwin, and 
his name appears in the Boston ' Directory 
for 181 3, as a physician at No. 20 Hanover 
Street. He became the Professor of Theory 
and Practice of Medicine in the New York 
University, in which position he became 
eminent, and which he held when he died, 
April 30, 1847, at New York. His wife 
died at the same place, January 19, 1854. 
Their children were: 
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Helen Louisa, born in Portland, Me., February 22, 1809; die4 
at Morristown, N. J., August 15, 1885. 

Joseph Warren, born in Boston, May 17, 1812; died at Hobo- 
ken, N. J., April 20, 1880. 

John Frederick, born in Boston, September 7, 1815; died 
at Portland, Me., May 2, 181 7. 

Frederick Balestibr, born in Baltimore, Md., October 27, 
1823; died at Tours, France, October 6, 1873. 

Joseph Warren Revere married Rosanna 
Duncan, at Boston, October 4, 1842. 

Their children were: 

John, born in Boston, November 26, 1844; died at New York, 

March 26, 1849. 
Frances Jane, born in New York, March 26, 1849; ^^^^ ** 

Morristown, N. J., September 25, 1859. 
Thomas Duncan, born in Morristown, N. J., November 22, 

1853 ; died at Morristown, September 18, 1856. 
Paul, born at Morristown, September 28, 1856. 
Augustus Lefevre, born at Morristown, August 8, 1861. 
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WILL OF PAUL REVERE. 



IN the name of God, Amen. I, Paul Revere 
of Boston in the County of Suffolk and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Esquire, 
being in good health and of sound memory, 
but knowing that all men must die, do make 
and declare this to be my last will and testa- 
ment. 

In the first place, I order and direct, 
that all my just debts and funeral charges 
be paid by my executor, hereinafter named, 
out of my personal estate, if the same be 
sufficient, if not I hereby authorize my said 
executor to sell so much of my real estate 
as may be necessary therefor. 

Item. I give, bequeath and devise unto 
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my five children hereafter named, Mary 
Lincoln, wife of Jedediah Lincoln,^ Joseph 
Warren Revere, John Revere, Harriet Re- 
vere, Maria, wife of Joseph Balestier, each 
and every of them four thousand dollars. 

Item. I give, bequeath and devise unto 
my grandchildren hereafter named, Sarah, 
Lewis, Deborah, Amos and Frederick Walker, 
children of my late daughter Deborah — 
Sarah, Paul, George, Rachel, Mary, Deborah 
and Harriet, children of my late son Paul — 
Thomas Stevens and Joseph, children of my 
late daughter Frances — Mary, Frances, 
Elizabeth and Abraham, children of my late 
daughter Elizabeth, to each and every of 
them five hundred dollars. 

Item. It is my will that my grandson 
Frank (who now writes his name Francis) 

* Two brothers, Jedediah and Amos Lincoln married 
daughters of Paul Revere. The first wife of Amos was 
Deborah Revere; the second, Elizabeth. Amos was in the Tea 
Party, was in command of artillery during the Revolution, 
and closely connected with Revere in many of his Revolutionary 
acts, and in mechanical matters after the war. He was the 
master- workman in the erection of the State House, Boston. 
Frederick W. Lincoln, ex-mayor of Boston, is his grand- 
son. 



APPENDICES. 649 



Lincoln, eldest son of my late daughter De- 
borah, shall have no part of my estate, except 
one dollar, which is here bequeathed to him. 
Item. It is my will that when my estate 
is divided, or shall be divided among my heirs 
as aforesaid, there shall be deducted there- 
from, and paid to my grandson Frederick 
Walker Lincoln, youngest son of my daughter 
Deborah, five hundred dolla.s, which shall 
be given to him in addition to the share to 
be received by him as one of my legal re- 
presentatives of his mother, and also what 
may be hereafter bequeathed to him. And 
if any of the children of my said daughters 
Deborah and Elizabeth, shall die under age 
and without issue, in the lifetime of said 
Frederick Walker, he shall take the shares 
of such deceased child or children. And if 
the said Frederick Walker die under age 
and without issue, it is my will that all the^ 
estate which he may take, by virtue of this 
will, be equally divided to and among the 
the other children of said Deborah and 
Elizabeth, or their legal representatives, 
excepting only the said Frank Lincoln. 
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Item. It is my desire that my son Joseph 
Warren Revere be appointed guardian of 
such children of my daughter Deborah, 
Frances and Elizabeth as shall be under age, 
at the time of the division of my estate to 
be made as aforesaid, and that the shares 
of such minor children be paid to their 
guardian and be retained in his hands for 
their use, until their arrival at the age of 
twenty-one years. And as I have, at great 
pains and expense vi^ith the assistance of my 
said son Joseph Warren, brought the copper 
business to the state in which it now is, and 
in order to bring it to that perfection of 
which it is capable, I am desirous of giving 
it every encouragement in my power, con- 
sistently with my duty to my other children. 
It is my will that all my real estate in the 
town of Canton, and County of Norfolk, 
whether lands, houses, mills, furnaces, together 
with the tools and instruments thereunto 
belonging, with all my stock, manufactured 
and unmanufactured, in Canton, Boston, or 
elsewhere, which was employed by me in 
the said copper manufactory, shall be offered 
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to my said son, Joseph Warren, on the follow- 
ing terms ; viz., he shall take them at the ap- 
prisement to be contained in the Invento- 
ry, in the Probate office, and have the term 
of four years to pay for the same, paying law- 
ful interest annually during that term, or the 
amount due therefor which shall be unpaid; 
and shall mortgage the whole of said real 
estate to those of my children and grand- 
children, or their legal representatives, to 
whom legacies are given in this will. 

Item. It is my will that when my estate 
is or shall be divided among my heirs as 
aforesaid, there shall be paid to my grandson, 
Frederick Walker Lincoln, over and above 
what I have before devised him, five hundred 
dollars ; to my grandson, Joseph Eayres, son 
of my late daughter Frances, over and above 
what I have before devised to him, two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

Item. It is my will that my daughter 
Harriet, the only daughter which is unmarried, 
should she remain unmarried, at the time of 
my death, I give and bequeath to her all my 
household furniture of whatsoever name and 
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nature which I die possessed of, for her sole 
use forever. 

Item. I appoint my son, John Revere, 
sole executor of this my last will and testa- 
ment and I hereby authorize my said execu- 
tor to convey to my said son, Joseph Warren, 
all my real estate in the County of Norfolk, 
which I have given him the option to take, 
at the apprisement, provided my said son, 
Joseph, elect to take the same. 

Item. I give the residue of my estate, 
real and personal, if any remain, after the 
payment of my debts and the legacies herein 
given, to my son, Joseph Warren, and his 
heirs forever. And I hereby revoke all 
former wills and testaments by me hereto- 
fore made. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal this fifteenth day of No- 
vember in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred sixteen. 

PAUL REVERE [Seal.] 

Signed, sealed, published 
and declared by said Paul 
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to be his last will and testa- 
ment in presence of us who 
have subscribed our names 
as witnesses thereunto at 
his request, in his presence 
and in presence of each 
other. The words "to 
her" and "my" being 
first interlined. 

W" MiNOT. 

Andrew Ritchie. 
Sam"- Hitchborn. 

Two months only before he died, he ap- 
pended the following codicil, written with 
as firm a hand as was the original will : 

I, Paul Revere of Boston in the County 
of Suffolk, Esquire, being of sound disposing 
mind, do make this Codicil to my last 
will and testament. 

Whereas in and by my last will and testa- 
ment made and executed on the fifteenth day 
of November, A. D. 181 6, I gave and be- 
queathed unto my daughter Mary Lincoln, 
wife of Jedediah Lincoln, Harriett Revere, 
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and Maria Balestier, wife of Joseph Balestier, 
the sum of four thousand dollars to each and 
every of them, now I hereby revoke and 
annul so much of my said will as contains 
the said bequests and legacies. And I here- 
by give to my son, Joseph W. Revere, his 
heirs, executors and administrators, the sum 
of twelve thousand dollars upon and for 
the trusts and purposes as follows : upon trust 
that he, said Joseph, his heirs, executors, and 
administrators, shall and do pay to each of 
my said daughters the interest of four thou- 
sand dollars during the term of the natural 
life of each of them ; that is to say, to 
pay to said Mary the interest of four thou- 
sand dollars during the term of her natural 
life, to said Harriett the interest of four 
thousand dollars during the term of her natu- 
ral life, and to said Maria the interest of 
four thousand dollars during the term of her 
natural life. Said interest to commence 
from the probate of my will and to be paid 
quarter yearly. And in further trust, after 
the decease of said Mary, to pay her heirs, 
or to such person or persons as she by her 
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last will and testament or any instrument of ap- 
pointment duly executed shall direct, the sum 
of four thousand dollars. In further trust, 
after the decease of said Harriett, to pay to 
her heirs, or to such person of persons as she 
by her last will and testament or any instru- 
ment of appointment duly executed shall 
direct, the sum of four thousand dollars. In 
further trust, after the decease of said Maria, 
to pay her heirs or to such person or persons 
as she by her last will and testament or any 
instrument of appointment duly executed 
shall direct, the sum of four thousand dol- 
lars. 

And I do hereby declare this to be the 
codicil of my last will and testament and 
have caused the same to be annexed 
thereto. 

In witness whereof I have hereto set 
my hand and seal this fourteenth day of 
March in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred eighteen. 

PAUL REVERE [Seal.] 
Signed, sealed, published 
and declared by said Paul 
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to be a codicil to his 
last will and testament, in 
presence of us who have 
subscribed our names as 
witnesses thereto at his re- 
quest, in his presence and 
in presence of each other, 
the words " and testa- 
ment " being interlined be- 
fore signing and executing. 

W" MiNOT. 

Sam** Highborn. 
Benj. H. Currier. 

The total inventory of the estate by the 
appraisers, Joseph Pierce, Robert Williams, 
and Samuel Hichborn, was ^20,222.94. 

The account of the executor, John Revere, 
was rendered for $30,902.45. 
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THE ROYAL AMERICAN MAGAZINE. 



THE following group of specimen pages 
are from 1 he Royal American Magazine, 
or Universal Repository of Instructio7t and 
AmusemeiU, published in 1774-5, referred to 
on pages 91, 92, during the short life of which 
Revere executed most of the engravings 
therein, all of which have been reproduced 
in previous pages. 

The title page is that of the first number, 
and is followed by the address to his sub- 
scribers by Isaiah Thomas, its publisher. 
At the end of six months Thomas suspended 
its publication, and the next address is by 
his successor, Joseph Greenleaf, who now 
became the owner, resuming its regular issue. 
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The last address was issued by Greenleaf at 
the end of the year, who expected to continue 
it during the year 1775, but the troublous 
times of April put an end to its existence ; 
the last number being for March, for which 
Revere engraved America hi Distress, Soon 
after he left his graver's tools and gold and 
silver beating for a far more active ser- 
vice. 
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TO THE 

SUBSCRIBERS 

FOR THE 

Royal American Magazine* 

AT length, getieroug Patrons, the 
long promiled Royal AmeIUgak 
MAGAZINE makes its appeap- 
aiice. The many materials, neceflary 
to flich a work, and the fhip-wreck 
fome of them fuffered, have rendered 
the accomplifliment of this firit nuni« 
ber much more difficult than the edi- 
tor ever expe<ftcd» New works, of 
whatever kind they may be, can hard- 
ly be expedled to arrive at perfe<6lion 
on a Hidden. All that was in his 
power, the Editor has this month 
prelentcd you with, and' hopes in. the 
next number to entertain you with 
many .more original pieces, as his 
correfpondents have hardly realized 
the cllablifliment of this vehicle to 

convey 



( iv ) 

jcortvey tlieir lucubrations to the pub«- 
lic# 

Wifli the grcateft afllduity and at- 
tention he will apply himfelf to the 
collections fele<^ion and publication of 
every thing he conceives will tend to 
your profitable or pleafing entertain* 
ment ; and in notliingwill efteemhim* 
felf .more happy ^ than in obtaining 
and (ecuring your generous approba* 
tioiit 
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To The S U B 3 C R ITS E R S, &c/ 

Gkntlemf.n, 

r^HE future pLhIicatton of the Magnziiic falling 
to me hy purchafe of Mr. ThomaSy I fnnll endear 
- VDur to make it aj vfcful and pleafant as pofflble, 
for that end J have engaged the a^ijlancc of many 
*^gentlemen of learning. Ifljhouldfail in my promifein 
ihif and the next number, I hope it will he excnfcd, 
eonjidcring that v/e are noiv arrived to the month ofScp^ 
z ember ^ and "July and Aiigufl Magazines /ire in arear 
6n account of Mr. Thomases determination to fufpcnd the 
publication, jifter the next Magazine you may expcCi 
to have them in due feafon. 

The fons of Harvard being dijfeminated throughout this 
continent^ the ^arts and fciences flourijh every -where, 
'why then Jhould not an American Magazine make a 
refpeflable figure in the world? I wijh to be the injlrument. 

The improvements that are made in mechanical arts, 
hujbandry^ in natural and experimental philofophy, and 
the mat/.iematicSf would be very acceptable to the 
Editor : But, to make the world bettk.r as well as 
wiflr, ;/ // ncccjfary to interjperfe fubjc^s of a xnorsl 
and RELIGIOUS nature. 

Whatever may fcrve as materials from which tocon^^ 
tlnuc the HiJIory cf this country wotdd be gratefully ax* 
ccpted. The prcfcnt age will perhaps furnijh the 
cnoji important page in HiJlory^ therefore great and f acred 
regard fould he had to truth, faUs now jbonld appear 
naked, that future ages may have a jujl idea of the 
4:harnHcr f>f an American cf the prejcnt age. Every 
f^fbU mcAHsfiall be t fed to make the future pub! Ic at ions 
ACC'fptable that may be lulthiu the reach of 

CentCcWfK -jOur humble Servant, 

JOSEPH GREENLEAF* 



To THE SUBSCRIBERS por the 

lkG^2X American Magazine, 

CENTLEMEM, 
T HAVE at length with dlfUculty gone through the laft 
* fix months of the MAGAZlNE,ihc publication hav- 
ing been fuJ'pcndtd near tv/o months by the original un- 
dertaker, I have been obliged to publifli one prnier than 
once in th.rce weeks. Fnow prefcnt you with a SUPPLE- 
MENT, tboufi;h notpromifedinthepropofalsjalfowith an 
INDEX and 'IITLE PAGE. Asitmuttbeagrcatlcngtliof 
time before the HISTORY of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY 
wiIlbefiniihed,bybcingthusflowlypubli(hed with thcMa* 
gazine,niany ofthe fubfcribersluyc defured that the fupple- 
ment might confift wholly of laid hiftory. Such fubfcri- 
bers as delirc to haften the completion of the hiftory, by 
fignifying it to the publisher, may have the addition of a 
y/hole (hect to every Magazine the year to ccn^.e, making 
a proportionable addition to the price provided that threo 
hundred at leaft of the fubicribers dcfire it, by this means 
twenty-four pages of the hiftory will be publifhcd evcrjr 
inonth. If any pcrfons, not fubicribers, clioole to have the 
hiftory alone, monthly, they may by fubfcribing. 

It may be ncccflary to appologize for the 'poor appef rr 
auce of the work the laft ftx months. The Magazine 
caiEnc into my hands when I was unprepared wi?h a TYPE 
<> good as I could wifti for for the buficefs, this evil would 
i?ve been remedied but for the non-importatiou agre^ 
jMTXy which it was MY DUTY to comply with,: The 
INK alio has been poor, but as it was of AMERICAN 
MANUFACTURE my cuftomers were not only toll- 
ing, but dcfirous that I (hould ufciu The firft tffiiy to* 
wards any new branch of bufuiefs is always.attendcd prUtt 
difficulties, that was the cafe with the iiikv expcncnco 
alone muft pcrfedl it, the" next I cxpeS will tc onnucb 
better than this^ as tliis is better th«n the kft» 

Br 



To the SVBSCRIBERS, &c. 

By the afliftance of a friend I have obtanic^J a TYPE 
almoft new,\vith which the next years MAGAZINE will 
be printed, and having nearly made up the arrearages I 
/hall be able to make la bettercollc£lion of matter. 1 am 
fcnfible of the obligation conferred upon me by tb.ofc gen- 
tlemen who have fumifliedme with ORIGIN AL PIECES 
and return them my thanks. I not only wifh, but earn* 
cftly requcft a continutnce of their favours for the benefit 
of myfcif and readers. 

Many of the fubfcnbefs wifli to get rid of Hutchin* 
ion's hiftory, I am wiDing to gratity both thofe who re* 
oucft it's continuance, and thofc who wi(h to drop it, 
therefore, thofe fubfcribers who had rather have the Maga- 
zine wthout the hifto'ry, upon fignifying the lame one 
month before band (provided that three hundred at left 
fhall jcertify the fame) the/ fhall be gratified, aud a pro* 
pomouah|e abatement be made ^n the price. 

The Maj^azine fot Januaiy 1775, will be ornamented 
with a curioijs political fix:nti^piccr, in which will be ex- 




with this label, ** Lord thou didft drive out the heathen, 
&c." encouraged by a voice from a cloud, fayirrg, ** I have 
Slivered, and will deliver." h is propofe'd that a l^ifto* 
ty of the remarkable fuiTerings.and deliverances of o\iran« 
ccftors ihould follow by way of illuflr'atloa of the plate* 

No pay will be^-equired for thefccond vtr.r in Icfs than 
fix months from January, at which time theEditor wouli 
be .glad to receive one haU*, and the other half at the end 
of the year. 

^ I thank the (ubfcribers for tHe encouragement .they have 
given thi^ work in this critical time^ my own iituation asi 
in inhabitant of the diftreffcd town of Bofton, and my 
wrticular fituation makes it neceflary to requeft their fur- 
ther favoivs, which 1 have no doubt will be conferred upon 
their obliged friend, 
, and humble fervanr^ 

Bolton, Dec. 51, 1774, JOSEPH GREENLEAR 




APPENDIX G. 

EXCERPTS FROM LONGFELLOW. 

THE following appreciative tribute to the 
character of Paul Revere, is from " Final 
Memorials of Henry Wadsworth Long- 
fellow, by his brother, the Rev. Samuel 
Longfellow : 

"To Miss P — 

"March 30, 1871. 

" I have had the great pleasure of receiv- 
ing the silver spoon made by Paul Revere, 
which you have been so kind and generous 
as to send me by the hand of our highly es- 
teemed friend Miss M. C. I beg you to accept 
my most cordial thanks. It is a gift which 
1 shall highly prize and cherish. 

" When I received it, I felt as if I had 
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been christened over again, and had an 
' apostle spoon ' sent me as a present. 
Paul Revere was an apostle of liberty, if not 
of religion. 

" In a narrow street in Florence is still to 
be seen the humble shop in which Benvenuto 
Cellini worked. But alas! in Boston there 
is no longer any trace of the workshop of 
Paul Revere. All the more shall I value 
this little relic of him." 

In his diary, under date of April i8, 1875, 
occurs the following allusion to the centennial 
celebration of Christ Church : 

" Bad day for me ; neuralgia raging. In the 
evening my girls drive over to Prospect Hill to 
see the lighting of Paul Revere 's lanterns in 
the belfry of the old North Church." 





APPENDIX H. 

AN EARLY EXPERIENCE. 

MISS Elizabeth Ellery Dana, of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., very kindly furnished 
the following item, which she copied from 
a blank book in her possession, which be- 
longed to Judge Richard Dana, her great- 
great-grandfather. The book is marked . 

" Suffolk County. Pleas at Boston in s** 
County, before Richard Dana Esq^ one of his 
Majesty's justices of y* peace for s"* County, 
beginning the ig**" day of April Anno Dom 
1760, in the 33"* year of y* Reign of King 
George y* Second &c." The item is as fol- 
lows: " 1761, May II. Tho* Fosdick compl^ 
ag*. Paul Revere for assaulting & beating 
y* complain', as by y^ war', on file. Def. 
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pleads not guilty, after a full hearing it 
appears he is guilty. Jud that he pay a 
fine of 6 I 8 to y* king & pay costs tax'd at 
12 I 9 & be bound to keep y' peace & be 
of good behav^ until y* next gen^ Sessions 
&c himself in ;^io. with 2 Sureties in ;^5. 
each, standin*. convict"*, till perform'd." On 
the next page this: "1761 May 11. Paul 
Revere principal, recog^. in ;^io. Nath^ Fos- 
dick hatter & Joshua Bracket copper-smith 
both of Boston Sureties in £^. each to keep 
y* peace & be of good behav"". until y* next 
Court of gen^ Sessions &c accordin*. to y*" 
jud. on y* other side recorded." 

Richard Henry Dana, poet and essayist, 
was the grandson, and Richard Henry Dana, 
Jr., author of Two Years before the Masty 
the great-grandson of Judge Dana. 
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WILLIAM DAWES. 



IN the famous " Ride to Lexington," Will, 
iam Dawes was a co-worker with Revere, 
and did his part in arousing the inhabi- 
tants along the route he took, which was 
by land, over the Roxbury neck, across 
the river at Brighton, to Cambridge, and 
thence to Lexington, where he arrived a 
half hour later than Revere, as is seen by 
Revere's narrative. The history of the part 
taken by Dawes in this transaction is very 
fully given in William Dawes and His 
Ride with Paul ^ Revere by Henry W. 
Holland, — a descendant, — which was pub- 
lished in 1878. By this we learn that 
Dawes started as soon as Warren sent 
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him, without going to his home, and 
eluding the guard at the neck with diffi- 
culty. As is told by Revere, both he 
and Dawes started for Concord together, 
overtaking soon after Dr. Prescott, who 
was returning to Concord from Lexington. 
Mr. Holland gives an interesting incident 
connected with Dawes, which is not men- 
tioned by Revere, but has been handed 
down by tradition in the Dawes family. 
His relation is as follows : " About half 
way along, near Hartwells tavern, in lower 
Lincoln, they met British officers again ; 
Prescott and Dawes being a hundred rods 
behind, alarming a house, when Revere 
discovered them. Prescott, who was best 
mounted, jumped the stone wall, and escaped. 
Dawes, chased by the soldiers, dashed up to 
an empty farm house, stopping so quickly that 
his watch was thrown from his pocket, 
slapping his leather breeches and shouting, 
* Halloo, boys, IVe got two of 'em ! ' and 
his pursuers were fortunately frightened and 
made off." He returned some days after- 
wards and found his watch. Another 
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tradition in the Dawes family is that when 
Hannah (Dawes) Newcomb was dancing 
with General Washington, during his visit 
to Boston, he alluded to the ride of her 
father with Paul Revere. 
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Holmes, Nathaniel, 636, 641 
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autograph verse, 
122; his ** Dorothy 
Q^,*» i99n, 567 ; his 
*' Old Ironsides,- 

569 
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Hosmer, Prof, James K., ii2n, 

I32n, 459" 
Howard, John Clark, 554 
" J. P.,4i2n 
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Hoskins, William, 473, 636, 
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Huguenots, The, 346, 625, 627 
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of» 543 
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648n 
" Gen. Benjamin, 462 
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Low, Francis, 546n 
Lowell, James, 644 

'* John, 105, 636, 637, 
639, 641,643 
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399" » 307"' 
446n, 447n, 
479» 592n 
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** Samuel A., 407, 640 
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Paine, Robert Treat, 608 
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Turner, 301 
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Rallying Song of Tea Party, 
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i28n 
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Revere, Anna, iin 
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27n, 3in, ii7n, 459n, 539, 


*' Edward, iin 
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lion, ii9n, 393n, 
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563 
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'• Helen Louisa, 646 
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*' John, I in, i09n, 456, 


Proctor, Col. Edward, 121, 384, 


533n, 574' 606, 645, 


434^438,473.635.639, 


646, 648, 652, 656 


642, 643 
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*' George B., 113 


I90n, 26in,574; pcy- 


" John, 494, 495 


trait of, 599 


Providence, R. 1., 148, 303 


" Mrs. John-, 598 


Province House, 61, 234, 235 


** John Frederick, 646 


Pulling, Capt. John, 257, 434, 


" Joseph Warren, son. 


437' 438, 635, 637, 639, 643 


556, 57 1' .573' 574' 


Purkett, Henry, i27n 


575 ; portrait of, 577 ; 
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Quebec, 28on 


65 1 > 653 


Queen Street, 55 
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grandson, researches 
in France, 8 ; 629-633, 
646 

Joseph Warren, great- 
grandson, 2in, 5i7n 

Josiah, 533n 

Joshua, 605 

Lucy, 605 

Maria, 606, 648, 653 

Maria A., 3 in, 575, 
6i3n 

Mary, iin, 616,648, 

653 

Paul, senior, 9, 10; his 
autograph, 13; death, 
i3n; his tankard, 
I4n; 18, 106 

Paul, birth, 10; bap- 
tised, 1 1 ; educated at 
North Grammar 
School, 14; learns 
his father's trade, 15 ; 
embellishes silver- 
ware, 15 ; engraves 
on copper-plate, 17; 
attends Dr. May- 
hew*s Church, 17; 
receives punishment, 
18; enters military 
service, 18; commis- 
sioned second lieu- 
tenant, 19, 21 ; his ac- 
count of his service, 
21, 22; resumes his 
trade, 25 ; marries 
Sarah Orne, 25 ; his 
homestead, 26-29; his 
Boston Massacre 
transparencies, 29 ; 
attends the New 



Brick Church. 30; on 
standing committee, 
30; his Stamp Act 
caricature, 3i-35» 
his Obelisk plate, 39- 
46; engraves plate 
for singing - book, 
54 ; caricatures the 
Rescinders, 58-60; 
makes silver punch- 
bowl for non-re- 
scinders, 65 ; his 
Massacre illustra- 
tions, 65-75 ; his pen- 
and-ink sketch, 73; 
his day-book, 77; his 
view of North Bat- 
tery, 76; his views 
of Boston, 79-85 ; his 
illustrations for 
Royal American 
Magazine y 86-92 ; his 
CromwelTs Head 
Inn, 95 ; illustrates 
Cooke's Voyages, 96 ; 
his view of Harvard 
College, 103 ; en- 
graves book-plates 
and seals, 102; death 
of wife, 109; chil- 
dren, 109; his love 
ditty, no; marries 
again, in; becomes 
a courier, in; a 
♦» Son of Liberty," 
112; member of Bos- 
ton caucuses, 116 ; his 
connection with de- 
struction of the tea. 
119-140; letter to 
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Lamb, 136-139; his 
connection with the 
Boston Port Bill, 
140-149; letter to 
Lamb, 152, 153; his 
Port Bill satire, 
151 ; declines to ser\-e 
on Grand Jury, 149; 
on Continental Reso- 
lution Committee, 
155; takes ** Suffolk 
Resolves" to Phila- 
delphia, 159 - 162 ; 
again sent to Phila- 
delphia, 166; his ride 
to Portsmouth, 170; 
letter to New York 
** Sons of Liberty," 
174 ; his ride to Lex- 
ington, 179-244; let- 
ter to Dr. Belknap, 
180-212; fac- simile 
of his original ac- 
count, 214-220; sig- 
nificance of his ride 
to Lexington, April 
16, 231-235; con- 
tinues to act as cour- 
ier, 236; letter from 
John Lamb, 238-240; 
his signal lanterns 
and memorial tablet, 
250 ; letter to his wife, 
261-3 ; letters to him, 
265-73; commis- 
sioned Lieut. -Col. of 
Artillery, 278, 9; let- 
ter to Col. Lamb, 
279-81 ; his Castle 
William orders, 285- 



313; president of 
courts-martial , 390 ; 
in Rhode Island ex- 
pedition, 292 ; letters 
to and from Gen. 
Heath ,292-298 ; letter 
to his wife, 305-7; to 
the Honorable Coun* 
cil, 310-12; obtains 
the Somerset's guns, 
320 ; petition for 
clothing for his com- 
mand, 323; ordered 
to fire 4th July salute, 
1779, 327 : ordered 
to join the Penobscot 
Expedition, 327 ; 
takes part in,338-335; 
charges preferred 
against him, 335 ; 
demands investiga- 
tion, 336; writes to 
Council and Com- 
mittee of Inquiry, 
337-355 ; his diary of 
Penobscot Expedi- 
tion, 359-370 ; asks for 
court-martial, 373 ; 
is vindicated, 382-3; 
leaves military ser- 
vice and re sumes 
trade, 384; loans 
amount due him to 
Commonwealth, 385 ; 
sent to Philadelphia 
to learn art of mak- 
ing powder, 391-408; 
directs manufacture 
of cannon, 405-7 ; en- 
graves and prints 
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Provincial money. 


479-481 ; his address, 


413-423; also Con- 


481, 2; joins in ad- 


tinental Congress, 


dress to Washington. 


423, 4; also State 


487; to Mrs. Wash- 


seal, 424* 430; on 


ington, 490; makes 


Committee of Cor- 


golden urn, 491 ; let- 


respondence, 434 ; to 


ters to his Ri voire 


collect names of ene- 


cousins, 499-523; 


mies, 437; to wait on 


opens store in Essex 


Gen. Washington, 


Street, 528; his day- 


437n; a fireward, 


books, 529, 530; let- 


437 n; on committee 


ters to various par- 


to prepare list for 


ties, 531-537; casts 


draft, 438; practises 


his first church bell, 


dentistry, 440-446; 


538-540; casts can- 


makes picture- 


non, 541-543; letter 


frames, 446 ; dies for 


from Tench Coxe, 


coins and medals, 


542 ; from Henry 


446; carries resolu- 


Knox, 543; makes 


tions for adopting 


copperwork for *'01d 


Constitution to 


Ironsides" and other 


Green Dragon Tav- 


vessels, 544-549; his 


ern, 454-456; letters 


Charter Street home- 


from Fisher Ames, 


stead. 554. 5 ; buKiness 


460-462; his Masonic 


card, 556; purchases 


history ; joins St. 


powder-mill proper- 


Andrew's Lodge. 


ty, 558,9 ; founds cop- 


465 ; its Secretary and 


per rolling business, 


Master, 469; Senior 


559-562 ; copper dome 


Grand Deacon of 


of State Hou«e, 562 ; 


Massachusetts Grand 


Fulton's steamboats, 


Lodge, 470; Master 


571, 2 ; summer home 


of Rising States 


in Canton, 576; 


Lodge, 474; Grand 


helps organize Mas- 


Master of Grand 


sachusetts C h a r i - 


Lodge of Massachu- 


table Mechanic As- 


setts, 475, 6; writes 


sociation, 583-5S7; 


the charge, 479; 


his memory hon- 


helps lay corner 


ored, 588 ; a coroner. 


stone of Stale House, 


58;; aids in first fire 
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insurance company, 
590; on petit jury, 
591 ; aids in building 
Fort Strong, 592 : 
his portraits, 597- 
602 ; his seal, 602 ; his 
death, 605; children, 

605, 6; tomb, monu- 
ment and tablets, 

606, 7 ; tributes to, 
608; his shoe 
buckles, 613; town 
named after him, 
614; resum^ of his 
life, 617-622; his 
will, 647-656; Long- 
fellow's tribute, 665, 
666; an early expe- 
rience, 667, 8 

Paul, Jr., I in, 109, 279, 

3^4' 474» 533". 585 
Paul, of Philadelphia, 

519*532 
Paul, of Morristown, 

N. J., 2:n, 646 
Paul Joseph. Col., 3 in, 

lion, ii9n, 393n, 

556n, 575 
Paul & Son, 592 
Rachel, second wife, 

no; portrait of, no; 

letter of, 263-5; 5^3 > 

death, 605. 
Rosanna Duncan, 646 
Sarah, first wife, 25, 

26n; death, 109 
Thomas, 11 n, 533n 
Thomas Duncan, 646 
Town of, 614 
William Bacon, 4i8n. 



576n 
Riancaud, France, 8, 504 
Riddle, Adeline L., 601 
** Mary E., 601 
** David, 6o2n 
Richardson, James, 639, 643 
John, i88n 
*' Thomas, i8Sn 

Ritchie, Andrew, 653 
Rivington, James, 96 
Rivoire, Apollos, 6, 7, 8. 9, 10; 
changes name to 
Paul Revere, 10; 272 
** Isaac, 6 

Jean, 6, 7 
♦« John, letters to Paul, 
267-73-500' 505.517. 
519. 527 
" Magdelaine M., 6 
*' Paul, 670 
** Mathias, 7, 271, 499, 
502, 504, 505, 520, 
521 
** Serenne L., 6 
** Simon, 6, 8n, 272, 503 
'* William, 271, 500 
Robbins, Joseph, 313 

Rev. Chandler, D.D., 
538 
Rogers, Rev. Robert P., 31 n 

575 
Root, Joseph, 59 
Romagnieu, France, 8n, 632 
Rotch, Francis, 71 
Roxbury, Mass., 6on, 143, 670 
Rudhall, Abel, 249 
Ruddock, Maj. Abiel, 437, 635, 

636,637,641,644 
Ruggles, Timothy, 59, 61 
Russell, Col. John, 113 
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memorial of, 1270, 


3on 




i83n, 465, 466, 469, 


Ship (North) Street, 117 
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Shirley, Gov. William, 


19; 


** Bartholomew, massacre 


autograph, 2i ; 249 




of, 3 
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»♦ Foy, France, 7, 271, 505 


Shurtleff, Dr. Nathaniel 


B.. 


Saint-M^min, Fevret de, 601, 
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Sigourney, John R., 636 




Salem, Mass., 4, 59, 173, 175, 


Smith, Ballard, 172 
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Saltonstall, Commodore Dud- 


Springfield, Mass., 59 




ley, ' 328, 329; 


Snider, Christopher, 28 




signature, 336 


*' Sons of Liberty," 63, 112, 


ii3» 


Richard, 59 


114, 115, ii6, 127, 131, 


H7t 


Salutation Street, 117; tavern, 


175, 207, 281, 621 
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Stamp Act, 30, 35,58, 112 


140 


Sam Adams Regiments, 79 
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22n, 


Sanderson, Elijah, 204 


iT3n 




Sandwich, Mass., 133, 


End Caucus, 116, 


121, 


Sargent, Lucius Manlius — 


127, 638, 639 




"Sexton of the Old 


Southwick, Caleb, 291 




School," 43n, 626 


Sparks, Jared, 241 




Savage, Arthur, 247 


Stark, Molly, 172 




Samuel, 553 


" Gen. John, 288 




" Samuel Phipps, 327 


»' Joseph H., 473n 




Sayward, Jonathan, 59 


Slate House, 83n, 101 ; corner 


Scollay, John, 639 


stone laid, 479; 


561 
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Sears, Col. Isaac, ii8n, 280 


(King) Street, 466 




Second Church, 30 


Stewart, Capt. Charles, 564 


Selfridge, Thomas O., 591 


Stevens, Paran, 588 




Sewall, Rev. Samuel, 2o6n 


Stiles, Eb., I96n 




♦' Samuel ,608 


Stoddard, Asa, 636 




Sharp, Gibbens, 635, 636, 637, 


*♦ Benjamin, 546, 


548 


641 
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•• John, 636 
Stone, Capt Isaac, 414 
Storer, Mrs., 66n 
Storj, EHsha, 636 
Stuart, Gilbert, 587, 598 

*• Jane, 598 
Suffolk Resolves, 159, 161 , 

i62n 
Sullivan, James, 608 

** Gen. John, 171; let- 
ter of, 303, 4 -,307 
Sumner, Increase, 608 

Gen. William H., 439 
Sunderland, Mass., 59 
Swan, James, 406, 636, 639 

643 
Sweetser, John, 434 
Symmes, Eben, 635 

«* John, 635, 638 

Tea, Destruction of, 1 19-140 
*• Party Rallying Song, 

i28n 
" Tax Tempest, 141 

Teele, Rev. A. K., i65n 

Temple Street, 114 
•• Robert, 249 

Thomas, J., 3S7 

** Isaiah, 487, 657 

Thompson, Charles, 146 

Tileston Street, 1 1 

*' Thomas, 636 

Tiverton, R. I., 303 

Todd, William, 301 

Townsend, Me., 363, 364 

Tryon, Gov. William, 132 

Tuckerman, Edward, 588 

Tudor, John, 13 

** William, 169, i9on 

Turner, Larkin, 205n 



•* Dr. T. Larkin, 205n 
Tyler, Joseph, 639 
Tyrian Lodge, Gloucester* 

Mass., 479n 
Tyringham, Mass., 59 

Union Street, 456 
Uran, Thomas, 636 

Vardon, Daniel, 521 
Vassall, Col. John, 241 
Vernon, Fortesque,63 
Vienne, France, 8n 
Vose, Daniel, 417 

WadSWOrth, Brig. Gen. 
Peleg, 328, 329, 330, 345, 

352» 353' 354> 363* 381 
Waldo, Benjamin, 639 
Walker, Rachel, PauPs second 

wife, no; portrait, in 
Waltham, Mass., i89n 
Ward, Gen. Artemas, 2 ion, 

3 '3' 335»359'382 
** Joseph, 174 
Ware, Rev. Henry, 538 
Warner, Daniel, 313 
Warren, Gen. James, 134 
** John, 488, 490, 491 
'* Gen.Joseph»iii,ii3n, 
115, 116, 120, I27n, 
154, i6on, 162, 165, 
166; his message 
of warning, 170; 
172, 183, 187, 209, 
210, 213, 229, 230, 
-231. 235, 247, 253, 
4"»439»45in»469. 
470, 479n, 621, 636, 
640 642, 644 
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Whieldon, William W., i88n, 


entertained, 95, 


229,231,232,233.253,257 


24^ 277, 437n; 


White, B., 419 


Masonic address 


♦• John, 63 


to, 485 ; death of. 


" Samuel, 636 


487.488^,491,493, 


Whitcfield, Rev. George, 57 


494. 495*501,673 


Whiting, Dwight, 66 


" Mrs. Martha, 488, 


Wilder. Hon. Marshall P.,i28n 
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Wilkes, John, 64 


Street. 35n, 36, 


Willard, Samuel, 608 
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Williams, H. L., 9n 


Waters, Henry F., 670 
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Waterston, Rev. Dr. Robert 
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C.,284 


Robert, 656 


Watertown, Mass., 289, 400, 


Winslow, Gen. John, 18, 20, 22 


4i3» 4i7» 4i9n, 420 


Winthrop, Hannah, 202n 


Watson, Rev. John L. , 257 


John, I95n, 636,642, 


** Rev. R., 537 
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Webb, Joseph, i27n, 466, 473 


Winsor, Olney, 58 


Webster, Daniel, extracts from 


Woburn, Mass., 206 


speeches, 452*459 


Worcester, Mass., 288, 290 


*• John, 4i9n 
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